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Say Hey NW!
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Relocating to work can be a hard expe
rience formany. The unfamiliar territory of
a new city and making new friends is all
part of the experience.

But for people moving from big metro
politan city like Atlanta, Chicago or New
Y ork, coming to Portland, could prove just
as strange. But luckily there’s a welcome
wagon sort of event called Say Hey NW!
for professionals who have recently relo
cated to Portland

As local employers sought to recruit
people from around the country to fill
difficult jobs, the investment for employ
ees to connect was evident, not only in
their careers but also in their community.

“There were a number of people in the
community and new professionals of color
relocating to Oregon that had a hard time
gettng connected,” said Vicki Nakashima,
a key player in the get-togethers for the
past five years

“For ped I|1IL‘ here who are not used to
seeing such diverse groups together, |
would guess a lot of people would think
it's very diverse. It's all about percep
tion,” said Nakashima, who leads the ses
sions as executive director of Partners in
Diversity

Say Hey NW! started as a small event
but has turned into a quarterly affair that
can attract up to 300 PL'I\[}JL', with more
than half being professionals of color

Partners in Diversity isn’t the only or
ganization with a multi-cultural network
ing event but its focus is on keeping the
talent in Oregon.

Nakashimasays Say Hey isoftenasigh

of relief for newcomers.

“When people attend Say Hey they can
say "Ahh, I didn’t know this existed,” she
said. “Inorderto keep professionals of color
in Portland, 1t’s good to meet people of

color.” Before her work with Partners in

Teresa Boyle, Portland Office
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Diversity, Nakashima worked as a recruiter
torthe State of Oregon. It was partof her job
to conduct searches to hill positions with in
Oregon State government. She found that

IL was necessary 1o recruit [‘rnl‘;;'\\lnln,:r\ ol

of Transportation project manager and Coral Egnew, TriMet community affairs
representative work well together on the Portland Mall MAX Light Rail Project. Boyle oversees the project and ¢

nsures

it complies with city regulations, while Egnew keeps businesses and residents up-to-date on construction progress
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Vicki Nakashima helps new residents, especially people of color, make community connections through her organzation Say Hey NW!

color from other regions, but she also found
thatalotof these newcomers were unhappy
upon moving here. Often they would move
back to their hometown

“The feeling was that mavbe we

weren tdoimng a g

peopic onnected with their com

munity,” said Nakashima, “There is
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Fred Hansen Tracks
Changes at TriMet

Talks of expansion now and later
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I'mMet General Manager Fred Hansen
joined the transportation agency in 1998
atachallenging time when the community
was poised to vote on a south-north hight
rail line from Milwaukie to north Portland

I'he bond measure failed region-wide
but drew approval in north Portland neigh
borhoods adjacent to the proposed line
Six vears later the Yellow Line 1s asuccess
ful north Portland link
MAX system

Plans for Milwaukie prevail as well, with
1-205 1o

to the region’s

construction underway along
Clackamas and another link to Milwaukie
to be implemented as phase two of the

current South Cornidor Project
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