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Dog Fighting Scandal Rings Home
Investigators say schemes 
are hard to break up
by Sarah Bi .oiint 
T he Portland O bserver

The underground world of ille­
gal dog fighting is in the national 
spotlight with the federal indict­
ment ofN FL star Michael Vick. But 
Portlanders who were paying at­
tention to former Trail BlazerQyntel 
Woods a few years ago were prob­
ably already aware o f this clandes­
tine crime.

W oods was convicted o f stag­
ing dog fights at his house in 2004. 
He pled guilty to first-degree ani­
mal abuse and was given com m u­
nity service, ordered to pay $ 10,000 
to the Oregon Humane Society and 
was soon dropped by the Blazers.

The humane society played an 
instrumental role in W oods' con­
viction when their investigators as­
sisted federal authorities in crim i­
nal investigations involving dog 
fighting and other forms o f animal 
cruelty.

K enneth M iller.
M iller’s body was found on the 

sidewalk in front o f Leon Scott's 
north Portland home. While pursu­
ing her first priority of investigat­
ing the homicide, she came across 
six dogs with visible facial and head 
injuries and scars all over their legs 
and chests -  the unm istakable 
signs of dog fighting.

Scott now awaits trial on murder 
and drug charges, and dog fighting 
charges due to their accidental dis­
covery.

A sentiment, echoed by the hu­
m ane soc ie ty  and M ultnom ah 
County Animal Control, is that au­
thorities and the general public 
don’t know much about dog fight­
ing, and that the cruelty to the ani­
mals is something people really don't 
want to know too much about.

“If you don’t see it, it’s not there,” 
Daul says. "The other aspect is dog 
fighters are very secretive about it.

?  I f you don’t see it, it's not there. The 
other aspect is dog fighters are very 
secretive about it. I t’s a small circle.

-  Molly Daul, Portland Police homicide detective

Sharon Harmon, the group’s ex­
ecutive director, says the agency is 
currently involved in two local dog 
fighting investigations, but be­
cause dog fighting rings are mostly 
conducted underground they are 
hard to bust.

"They (dogfighters)are involved 
in gambling, drugs and money laun­
dering, and they 're good at hiding 
it,” Harmon said.

Portland Police hom icide de­
tective M olly Daul received bu­
reau train ing on dog fighting but 
says she w asn’t prepared her for 
the s itua tion  she encoun te red  
last F ebruary, w hen called  in to 
investigate the death o f  Jam es

It’s a small circle.”
The few cases o f know n dog 

fights are rarely penetrated  by 
law enforcem ent, Daul explained, 
since new s o f the c landestine  
“m a tch e s” are usually  sp read  
through the m ail and the re’s no 
in fo rm an t p resen t to  ob ta in  a 
felony conviction.

S h e  sa y s  th o se  w ho are  
present are not all gang m em bers 
or sports celebrities.

" I t’s usually  an event, w ith 
popcorn, hot dogs, kids and fam ­
ily ,” she said.

D aul says dog f ig h tin g , in 
w h ich  the a n im a ls  are o ften  
m aim ed and killed, may be repul-

David Lytle of the 
Oregon Humane 
Society shelters 
Walter, a pit bull 
and German 
shepherd mix.
Pit bulls are the 
most common 
breed used in 
dog fights, with 
the losing dogs 
often killed or 
abandoned on 
the street.
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sive to most people, but because 
this blood "sp o rt” dates back at 
least a hundred  years, fam ily  
m em bers have long encouraged 
acceptance through the genera­
tions.

O nly in the past 20 years, she 
said, has it been viewed as a crim e, 
prom pting dog fighters to retreat 
underg round .

She believes cases like V ick’s, 
w hich bring the grisly scenes she 
has personally  encountered  into 
the national consciousness, are 
long overdue.

Daul stresses the im portance 
o f  people speaking up when they 
suspect dog fighting activity . E s­
pec ia lly  since the lack o f  re ­
sources lim it how far Portland 
Police officers can go to help the 
dogs they encounter.

"As far as I'm  concerned it’s in 
every city in the United States," she 
said. “It’s important the public knows 
it is still going on and is still popular.”
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Principal Remembered Fondly
Bernard Harvard, principal of da 

Vinci M iddle School and a beloved 
northeast Portland educator, died 
Saturday,

T h e41 -year-oldjoined Portland 
Public Schools in 2000as a perform­
ing arts-music teacher at Madison 
High School. He also taught at 
Humboldt and Alameda elementary 
schools.

He leav es beh ind  his w ife 
W endy and their five year old son 
Gabriel who is autistic.

Harvard, a native of New York 
City started perform ing at the age 
o f 16. He then went on to receive his 
b a c h e lo rs  an d  m a s te rs  from  
M ansfield University o f Pennsyl­
vania. He was also the lead vocalist 
for Portland group Soul Search.

On Sunday, when students and 
parents learned about the death of 
Harvard, they gathered at Alameda 
playground, where Harvard was the

A memorial service will be heldat 
3 p.m. Thursday. July 26 at Ever­
green Memorial Gardens. 1101 N.E. 
112th Ave., Vancouver; and an in­
formal potluck in Bernard’s memory 
will be held from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. 
Friday, July 27 at da Vinci Arts Middle 
School, 2508 N.E. Everett St.
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Bernard Harvard
former vice principal.

The cause o f  death is still un ­
know n, but according to P ort­
land  P ub lic  S choo l o ffic ia ls , 
H arvard had com plications fo l­
low ing knee surgery.
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Custodians get $14.5 Million
The 280 local custod ians who 

were laid o ff from  Portland Public 
S choo ls afte r th e ir  jo b s  w ere 
ou tsourced  ,0  a private con trac­
tor will be com pensated  for the 
vio lation  o f state labor laws.

U .S . D is t r ic t  J u d g e  Jo h n  
Jelderks signed o ff M onday on 
the school d is tric t’s settlem ent 
o ffer o f $14.5 m illion. The order 
fo llo w s  th e  a g re e m e n t a n ­
nounced in A pril, g iving each

custodian  around $37,000 each 
before taxes.

In 2002, the school district 
v o te d  to  o u tso u rc e  c u s to d ia l 
w ork to  save money.

The Oregon Supreme Court ruled 
in 2005 that the district violated the 
law when it hired Portland Habilita­
tion Center workers to replace the 
union custodians.

More than 100 custodians who 
were laid off have been hired back.
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