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Minimum Wage Increases
The national minimum wage rose
70 cents to $5.85 an hour Tues
day, the first increase in a decade.
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that collapsed in disgrace, died

Friday at her home near Kansas Oregon Gov. Ted Kulongoski is planning a
City, Mo. Messner, 65, had battled ceremonial signing for House Bill 3054, which
coloncancer since 1996 that more will fund Project Clean Slate, a grass roots
recently spread to her lungs. A program born out of the African American
family service was held Saturday Chamber of Commerce to help local residents
In a private cemetery. remove some civil and criminal court barriers

that have prevented them from obtaining

Potter like Beatlemania

T ' | ‘Harry Potter
and the
Deathly Hal
lows”™ 1s the

employment, housing, education and other
opportunities.

Project Clean Slate turned from a onetime
event to an ongoing activity that has helped
thousands of people convert court and traffic
fastest-selling .

fines into community service. In addition,

book in his-
some people qualify to have minor criminal

tory, with 8.3 3
. s convictions expunged, which have been a
million copies flying off the

e barrier in obtaining employment or promo
shelvesinthe U.S and 2.65 million y PIo;

. . . Lons.
in Britain during its first 24 hours The program was recognized by the 2005
Spirit of Portland Award, Martin Luther
King Drum Major for Justice Award and
2006 Newsmaker of the Year Award, nomi

nated by local journalists. It has become a

on the market. An executive with

publishing group Scholastic com
pared the anticipation and hyste
ria to the Beatles’ first visit to the

United States. A "
template for similar efforts in California and

is currently featured in the summer issue of

s EUSU St Pusintes \1;!3,‘;1/illu‘.\\|}|tl1I\ PHOTO BY RAYMOND RENDLEMAN/THE PORTEAND OBSERVER
E § distributed worldwide to millions of Ameri Community Transitional School Principal Cheryl Bickle joins students to break ground on a new permanent home for
E o E WR can Express business card holders the school at Northeast Killingsworth Street near Cully Boulevard.
- The bill will provide $275.000 to the Project
4 E g Clean Slate through their fiscal agent for the

SR A Sigh ek e Homeless School Breaks Ground

Roy Jay, African American chamberexecu-
tive and founder of Clean Slate, says state

funding will pay administrative costs for con End]ng 17 ycar,‘\ ()f dlsruptive m()ves bt [h];:;;::"ﬂ SIS § Shange = e

. lives sand Students need some
tinuing the program. He says his organization ; : :
- . BY RAyMOND RENDLEMAN In a little over a year, the school raised stability it they are gomg to succeed in
1 also plans to leverage the money and apply for |~ " . |
O o ’ 2 S A “ 'k PORTLAND OBSERVER nearly $3.4 million for land purchase and  school and lifc
= = other grants in order to expand Clean Slate ‘ _ ' |
e el : In spite of the unseasonable rain, the facility construction. The students helped Since money started pouring in for the
A - - services to other Oregon communities ) - y
-~ : . < . Community Transitional School broke by raising $625.65 selling holiday cards project in May 2006, contributors have
B < 2 A bipartisan group of legislators, including e K " Principal Chervl Bickls I that | luded han 25 diff : i
5 S . s v ground last week on its first permanent rincipal Cheryl Bickle said that home Inciuded more than 25 difierent tounda
=3 E Greg McPherson, Kevin Cameron, Jackie | ° et \I’ land's | I i I; d : ! 4 ; I\ . kl , ’ ; - ' ) banind of
B & ’ ” school Tor Portland's homeless children at  less students have a hard enough time 1ons, many businesses and hundreds o
& ;1 -~ o Winters, Ginny Burdick, Kate Brown, Avel Nortl Kill l . kI y llv. af | heir families’ f 3 fividuals. Bickl I fits a f
2 B = ; : . ortheast Kilhingsworth and Cully, alter adjusting to their tamihies frequent moves  individuals. BICkie especially credits a h
7 B o Gordly, Margaret Carter and many others were : for 17 : lI hei iy ol ]q g IL i nartnershin| l U.S. Bank and
> = y easing sues ftor 17 years and their generally chaotic hiving condi nancial partnership between ANk anc
= 3 & supporters of the bill, which was authored by 0l ; i ' . | : I 5 |1 . Portland | : : | .
= ‘? L . " e ceremony, hosted by State Sen.  tions, so changing school location ortland Family ol Funds
e & = = Rep. Chip Shields of northeast Portland e miey . Ty |
gh ch ¥ ¥ ; X Ryan Deckhart, honored adreamtoendthe  brought on additional stress and inhibited Many spoke 1o the work ethic of the
.= .2 o A tentative date for the signing ceremony | : s
= -] ; : Isruption of moving six times since teach caming . ] ’ »
g £ D is Wednesday morning on Aug. 8 ( puonornx L Sl k continued v on page A5
- — ing began at the Portland YWCA in 1990 “For most of our students, school is the



http://www.portlandobserver.com

