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Democratic Candidates Address Inequities
Debate raises black
community issues

(A P) — If Bill C lin ton  was the 
"first b lack p resid en t,” his w ife 
and Barack O bam a are vying to 
be the second.

O bam a. the only black running 
for the W hite House, cam e into a 
debate at p redom inantly  black 
Howard University Thursday night 
with the crowd on his side, chant­
ing his name as all eight Democratic 
candidates posed for pictures on 
stage. But Hillary Rodham Clinton 
appeared to win many o f them over 
in an impassioned performance that 
addressed theirangerover inequal­
ity.

"If H IV /A ID S were the leading 
cause o f  death o f  w hite women 
betw een the ages o f  25 and 34, 
there w ould be an ou traged  ou t­
cry in th is country ," C lin ton said 
in the b iggest applause line o f  the 
night, bringing audience members 
to the ir feet.

Black voters are a loyal base

for D em ocratic candidates, which 
was why all the presidential can ­
d idates w ere sure to take part in a 
debate focused entirely  on is­
sues facing the black com m unity. 
Polls show that blacks are closely 
d iv id e d  b e tw e en  O b am a and 
C lin ton, w ith o ther candidates 
gathering less support.

D em ocratic strategist D onna 
Brazile, w ho served as D em ocrat 
A1 G ore's cam paign m anager in 
2000, said the debate gave O bam a 
an opportunity  to introduce h im ­
self to m any black voters who 
aren 't fam iliar with him after he 
served ju s t 2 1/2 years in W ash­
ington. "He didn 't knock it out o f 
the park," Brazile said, adding 
that C lin ton was a standout.

"She clearly  understood that 
these issues deserve urgent a t­
tention . and she connected  on 
that," Brazile said of the New York 
senator.

S en . Hillary Clinton, D-N. Y.

She also is m arried to form er 
President Clinton, so wildly popu­
lar am ong black voters that nov­
elist Toni M orrison dubbed him 
"the first black president" in a 
1998 essay.

W hile the two previous de­
bates focused largely on Iraq, 
there w ere no questions about 
the w ar this time. Som e cand i­
dates injected Iraq into their an ­

sw ers, saying they would use the 
m oney spent on the w ar on do ­
m estic priorities and w inning ap ­
plause for the prom ise.

The debate's moderator, Tavis 
Smiley, steered the candidates to 
other issues that matter to black 
America. In turn, the candidates 
said those issues mattered to them.

"T h is  issu e  o f  p o v e r ty  in 
A m erica is the cause o f my life,"

Edw ards said.
Said O bam a: "It starts from  

birth ."
Obama, who is the son of a black 

Kenyan man and a white Kansas 
woman, shared a bond with the 
largely black audience that no other 
candidate could claim. All the can­
didates decried the Supreme Court 
ruling earlier in the day that rejected 
school diversity plans in Seattle

D em ocratic  
Presidential 
h o p e fu l S en . 
Barack O bam a, D- 
III., g re e ts  a  crowd  
o f  su p p o rters  a s  
h e  arrives for a 
te le v ise d  D em o­
cratic presiden tia l 
ca n d id a te s  d e b a te  
a t Howard Univer­
s ity  in W ashington, 
D.C. (AP pho to )

and Louisville, Ky., saying it turned 
back the prom ise o f integrated 
schools that the court laid out 53 
years ago in its landmark decision 
in Brown v. Board o f Education.

O bam a offered  h im self as a 
powerful exam ple o f a beneficiary 
o f Brown. "If it hadn 't been for 
them , I w ould not be standing 
here today," the Illinois senator 
said.
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Have you seen me?
Missing and Exploited Children

1-800-THE-LOST

Endangered Missing (Non-Family Abductions)

Presidential Candidate Speaks at Benson

Reyna (Gaby) Carrera 
Current Age: 15 
Date Missing: May 6.2007 
Missing From: Norcross, GA 
Gaby was last seen with an 
unknown male.

I f  you have any information please contact:
The National Centerfor Missing and Exploited Children

1-800-THE-LOST ( 1-800-843-5678)
This public service announcement provided 

by the Portland Observer Newspaper.

Keacheile Smith 
Current Age: 4 
Date Missing: May 17,2(XK> 
Missing From: Minot, ND
Reachelle disappeared under 
suspicious circumstances from 
her home.

Fills school 
auditorium
by R aymond R endi.eman 
T he Portland O bserver

Presidential candidate Dennis 
Kucinich made a point out o f visit­
ing Benson High School Sunday, a 
campaign event that packed the 
Benson auditorium.

C am paign  o ffic ia ls said the 
northeast Portland school was se­
lected as the site for the rally to 
highlight Kucinich’s commitment 
to diversity.

The Ohio Democrat sees the 
nation is at its strongest in diverse 
neighborhoods like those that sur­
round Benson, where there are 
many kinds of homes, businesses

and other uses mixed together. He 
env isions such neighborhoods 
across the country working to ­
gether towards a peaceful and sus­
tainable world.

He also finds a place for Oregon’s 
rural areas in his worldview, point­
ing out the positive attributes of 
Portland’s burgeoning farm er’s 
markets.

“ Y ou see in some o f the farm er’s 
markets throughout the state that 
people in the cities are able to gain 
access to the agricultural produc­
tion o f the nearby communities, 
and that’s really important because 
it enables the saving of fuel,” he 
says.

Curbing gasoline consumption 
is key for Kucinich since he sees 
the war in the Middle East as a war

U.S. R ep. D ennis Kucinich

foroil. Campaigning heavily in O r­
egon, which was one o f the few 
states where he won a sixth of the 
Democratic primary vote in 2004, he

First iPhones Bring 
About Buyer Frenzy

(AP) --Techies, exhibitionists and 
luminaries— even the co-founder of 
Apple and the m ayorof Philadelphia 
—  were among the inaugural group 
of iPhone customers.

The latest must-have, cutting 
edge piece of techno-wizardry went 
on the market for the first time Friday.

“ I just love getting new stuff,” 
said retiree Len Edgerly, who ar­
rived at 3 a.m. to be first in line 
outside an Apple store in Cam ­
bridge, Mass. "It’s the best new

Surrounded by 
cheering Apple Store 
employees, one o f the 
first iPhone buyers leaves 
the store on Fifth Avenue 
in New York.

hopes to be in a stronger position 
to push for environmental innova­
tions and subsidies as U.S. Presi­
dent.

“Oregon understands ‘green,” ’ 
Kueinieh says, “ it's  a very beauti­
ful and green state, but neither O r­
egon nor any other state wi 11 be able 
to protect itself if there aren 't na­
tional policies with international 
participation to save the globe.”

But don’t label him left-of-cen- 
ter, or he will remind you of the 
direction that the country 's out­
look is taking.

“Every position that I’ve taken 
in the last five years is supported 
by the mainstream of America, 
whether it’s getting out o f Iraq or 
providing health care for all,” he 
says.

thing that’s com e along in a long 
time. It’s beautiful.”

Even Steve Wozniak, the ex-part- 
ner o f Apple CEO  Steve Jobs, 
showed up at a Silicon Valley mall 
at 4 a.m. aboard his Segway scooter. 
He helped keep order in the line 
outside the Apple store at Santa 
C lara's Valley Fair Mall.

W ozniak said the device would 
redefine cell phone design and use.

“Look how great the iPod turned 
out,” he said.

Apple is indeed banking that its 
new, do-everything phone with a 
touch-sensitive screen for te le­
phone calls, Internet, email and 
music will become its third core 
business next to its moneymaking 
iPod music players and Macintosh 
computers.
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An ongoing series of questions and answers about Americas natural healing profession.

Part 12. Regular Checkups: As important to
your back as they are to your eyes or teeth.

Q : I do n 't have any serious 
back problems. W hy should 
I see a Chiropractor?

A : That is a good question.
Sometimes we don 't realize 

that a small crick in the neck or 
some slight back discomfort is 
beginning o f larger problem s 
which are often much more d iffi­
cult to treat at a later stage in life.

Unfortunately, eight out often  
Americans will be struck down by 
severe low back pain at one time 
or another. The mechanical or 
structural defects o f the back usu­
ally develop slowly and with very 
little pain, but if left untreated.

may disable you for days, months 
or sometimes permanently. The like­
lihood of disability increase dra­
matically in over 30. Fortunately, 
we arc able to avoid many spinal 
problems with regular, precaution­
ary checkups. Just as an eye exam 
or dental checkup prevents poten­
tial problems or corrects the prob­
lems or in its early stages, so do

Flowers' Chiropractic Office
2124 NE Hancock,

Portland Oregon 97212
Phone: (5 0 3 ) 287 -5504

Chiropractic checkups. Detected 
early, spinal defects are not only 
easier to treat, but may save a lot 
o f pain and money, as well as 
reducing the chance ofadisabling 
spinal disorder. To arrange for 
your checkup, or for answers to 
any questions you might have 
about your health, call our office 
at the number below.

School Assignment Ruling Denounced
The N ational Urban League 

and its affiliates in Louisville and 
Seattle expressed dism ay in the 
5-4 ruling by the U.S. Suprem e 
C ourt that struck dow n the use o f 
race in school-assignm ent plans.

Last w eek’s decision striking 
dow n school-assignm ent plans 
in public schools in Seattle and 
Louisville sets a very unfo rtu ­
nate precedent that could end up 
legalizing re-segregation  nation ­
wide by raising the bar for achiev­

Libraries Make Reading Fun
Kids are keeping track o f  their 

reading tim e on gam e boards to 
earn prizes and other incentives 
this sum m er at local branches o f 
the M ultnom ah County Library.

Last year, nearly 57,000 kids 
and teens participated in the S um ­
m er Reading program  w hich e n ­

ing racial d iversity , said N ational 
Urban League President and CEO 
M arc H. M orial.

“The n a tion ’s h ighest court 
seem s hell-ben t on penalizing 
com m unities such as Louisville 
that have made great progress in 
breaking dow n racial barriers and 
found a consensual and volun­
tary way to  m aintain racial d iver­
sity in their schools, giving all 
students -  not ju st ones in afflu ­
ent neighborhoods -  greater ac­

courages students to keep read­
ing w hen school is out, strength­
ening skills learned in the class­
room  that can be lost over the 
sum m er.

The library hosts fun Sum m er 
Reading events throughout the 
sum m er, everything from  Pirate

cess to quality education ,” Morial 
observed .

Seattle Urban League President 
andC EO  James Kelly said the deci­
sion "will not deter our efforts in 
Seattle to ensure that every child 
gets an equal chance at an equally 
good education. Our nation cannot 
expect to get to that goal in one- 
size-fits-all plans so we must con­
tinue to persevere and formulate 
the best solution possible for our 
own com munities.”

M aps to Sw ing D ancing to Bi­
cyc le M ain tenance for Teens. 
C areg ivers can win prizes for 
pre-readers, too. by reading to 
them .

Learn m ore at the Sum m er 
Reading w ebsite at m ultcolib.org/ 
sum m er.
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