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Momentum Builds for Vanport Square Development

continued A from Front

business leader, and Jeana Wooley
acommunity activist, The same duo
was behind the fu phase ol
Vanport Square, already under ¢y
ruction two b K I

Begur n 1 1Imu
block., 500, 00) 1l ol m
project for economic development
in the heart of Portland’s Alncan
American community, Vanport
Square got adramatic startin March
with ground breaking for a
10) 000 suiare oot st
ture that will house 1 3to 15
businesses

PDC staffer Bernie
Kerosky told the comn
sion last week that 80 per
cent of the spaces have
been sold, and that the

building, now 50 percent
\\1Iilp|\'IL‘ 1s due for
completion in October
Adam Milne will become
one of the first business
operate at v anport \.\|l!.il\' when he
expands his Old Town Pizzarestau
rant. Milne also is a neighborhood
the

resident who endorses latest

development
“Itwill lead to acritical mass that
will lead to success forall involved.,”
he said I\‘l'l”t\\.'i]’.\”‘.\l_"\ of the

Vanport Project Advisory Commut

owners Lo

\n artist’s rendering shows the Magic Johnson 24-Hour Fitness coming to Northeast Alberta and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard.
The development is the latest phase of Vanport Square, a minority-owned commercial and retail development under construction
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In a lot of ways this is a catalyst.
This is the first national brand
willing to pay the kind of rent this
boulevard deserves. It tells others
that the boulevard is retail-ready.

tee also voiced their support.
Kerosky, Leary, and his partner

Jeft Sackett also stressed that 24

Hour Fitness represents legitimiza

of MLK

development area

tion as a business and

“Inalotof ways this is acatalyst,”

Leary later told the Portland Ob
server I'his is the first national
brand willing to pay the kind of rent

pported by the Portland Development Commission.

— Ray Leary

this boulevard deserves. It tells oth
ersthat the boulevard is retail-ready.”
There are other indications that
itis s0. The new 20.( I{H}\ql].ll'u foot
Mid-K Beauty headquarters at
MLK and Cook Streetis completed
and seeking retail tenants. Sois the
8,000 square foot Fremont Project
at MLK, which already has the
l'erroir Restaurant as an anchor

The 32,000 square
foot Heritage Project
on MLK is just being
L'l‘”'l?IL'[L‘li\ and last
month, PDC sold a
parcel on Northeast
Beech Street to a
group ol investors
who will create a head-
quarters and clinic for
Planned Parenthood,
plus 10,000 square feet
of ground floor retail.

The latest Vanport development
had some controversial compo
nents. PDC is selling the parcel for
$600.000 when its assessed value is
$2.3million. PDC’s Bruce Allen said
the element that made the bargain
price necessary was the parking
garage, which will cost $3.5 million

and i1s essential to attract health

Leadership Role Welcome Surprise

continued A from Front

NAACP, but before she and the

new com

Portland executive
mittee can make strides in edu
cation and empowerment, they
start from the ground up, in
creasing membership and re
building a coalition with fellow
organizations

“We're pretty much going
back to a grassroots approach,
restoring the legacy of the Port
land branch,” she said. “People
want to say revitalize, but I say
restoration.”
community
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minded activists in Portland,
seeing such a young mind lead
the branch 1s an exciung step
McGee
received dozens of calls from
the likes of Sen. Avel Gordly,

Equity Center Director Joyce

forward said she has

Harris and youth advocate Mark

Jackson \].1[1_\ have told her

she faces a difficult road, but

not to allow failure to stop her
from moving forward
Jackson, who has worked
with McGec
dent organization REAP

said he called her soon after he

through his stu

Ine.,

read the news of her nomina

ESCAPE.

Just west of Portland 1,?00 acres of hilly forestland between HWY 26 and Vernonia is

Lion.

“It’s a sign that the land
scape is changing, in terms of
a fresh vision and fresh ideas,”
Jackson said, pointing out that
as McGee has a dual perspec
tive of Africa and America, she
understands the organization’s
fundamental goal of racial
equality

“Why it (the branch) sub
sided, 1 don’t know, but | do
know Charlene has the where
withal to restore the organiza
tion to its original purposc
been

McGee's family has

supportive as well. Her brother

Charles is a few years younger,
took

sister advice and share his ex

but he time to give his
perience running for the Port
School

2005, when he was just 19,

land Public board in
\ll\\. das McGee's li.l_\\ dre
full

and events on top of her full-

crammed with meetings

time job, the words of

America’s first African Ameri
can Congresswoman ring true
in her mind

“Shirley Chisholm said ‘ser
vice 1s the rent we pay for
living on earth.” To me, now 1s

my time to pay.”

now protected as a state park. Constructed with funds from the Oregon Lottery, “Stub”
Stewart State Park is Oregon’s first new full service park in more than 30 years. It's less

than 30 miles from Portland and it opens July 2007.

With 80 campsites, 15 miles of trails for hiking, horseback riding and mountain biking,

a cabin village, a horse camp, a hike-in camp for backpackers, interpretive exhibits, a
sheltered picnic ground and a hill-top observation tower for sightseeing and stargazing,
Stub Stewart is an ideal place to escape into nature — whether you want to get away or

just hear yourself think.

In 1998, Oregon’s state parks were in trouble. There wasn’t enough money to maintain

them and some were in danger of closing, which is why Oregonians voted to use Lottery
profits to support state parks. Today, Oregon is able to make investments in all of its parks

itdoesgoodthings.org

and is buying and developing new park land across the state because of the Lottery funding.

It does good things”

Lottery games are based on chance and should be played for entertainment only

clubmembers

Kerosky said the sale was calcu
lated toallow the devels pmentteam
to meet its obligations and make a
|5 percent profit. (He later said 1t
would probably be slightly less.)

Should Leary and partners gain
more than 15 percent profitafter 11
years, they will pay PDC the differ
ence up to amaximumof $1.7 mil
lion. Leary pointed out that the $15

million cost of construction will be
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done entirely with private funds.

Faye Burch of the National As
sociation of Minority Contractors
protested that Vanport Phase One
did not have a sufficient number of
minority contractors. She asked for
*a specific condition™ for a better
performance in the new phase.

Steve Block of 24-Hour Fitness
said the health and athletics center
will be the 15th facility the company
operates in the Portland area, but
will be the first Magic Johnson Sig-
nature gym located outside Califor-
nia, containing photos and memo-
rabilia of the former NBA star.

“We were ready to goc a year
ago,” he said.

Leary later told the Portland
Observer that, *“This is one of sev-
eral gratifying moments — and |
L'lllpll'.hlh.: moments - because we
have avolume of work in frontof us.
I'here’s architecture, design review
and permitting. It's a step toward
our vision.”

2007 e

HIGHLAND CHRISTIAN CFMNTER

7 &0 NF (



itdoesgoodthings.org

