
Bringing People Together
Community is the focus for  
Saturday's Art Hop featuring
local talent and unsung heroes
See Metro section, inside
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Political Preacher Dead
The Rev. Jerry 
Falwell, the tele
vision evange
list who founded 
the M oral M a
jority and used it 
to mold the reli

gious right into a political force, 
died Tuesday shortly after being 
found unconscious in his office at 
Liberty University. He was 73. See 
story, page A2.

Soldiers Missing
U.S. aircraft in Iraq dropped leaf
lets seeking information about three 
U.S. soldiers feared captured by al- 
Q aida, as troops intensified  a 
search Tuesday despite a warning 
front the terror group that the hunt 
will endanger the captives' lives.

Few Minorities on TV Talk
The influential Sunday TV news 
talk shows are overw helm ingly 
dom inated by white men. with 
women, blacks and Latinos having 
little presence, a liberal media 
watchdog said Monday. Blacks 
made up about 7 percent o f those 
appearing on most o f the programs, 
while Latinos made up about 1 
percent, M edia M atters said. See 
s to ry , page A2.

Stamps Cost More
T he co s t to  
deliverafirst- 

§ class card or
j le t te r  w as
8 raised to 41

cents for the 
f ir s t  o u n ce  
M onday, a 2-

cent increase. The post office is 
also introducing extra changes for 
large or odd-shaped mail.

g

Name Loses Popularity
Katrina dropped more than 100 
slots last year on the baby-name 
popularity list com piled by the 
Social Security Adm inistration. 
However, in Louisiana and Mis
sissippi, the slates most affected 
by the hurricane, the name's popu
larity increased 260 percent, ac
cording to the same data.

Road Rage Survey
For the second consecutive year, 
rude Miami drivers have earned 
the city the title o f worst road rage 
inasurvey releasedTuesday. Port
land was ranked as the city with the 
friendliest drivers.

Cruise Ship Trouble

The Em press o f  the N orth, a 
riverboat style cruise ship with 
Portland ties, ran aground o ff the 
Alaska coast and took on water 
early Monday. More than 200 pas
sengers were transferred to nearby 
ships. The crew was able to stabi
lize the ship and it made it to a 
nearby port on its own power.

Leadership Role is Welcome Surprise
Young advocate 
new Portland 
NAACP president
by Sarah Blount 
T he Portland O bserver

W hen C harlene M cG ee w as e lec ted  
p residen t o f  the P ortland  N A A C P, she 
w asn ’t w ell versed  in the o rg an iz a tio n ’s 
h isto ry , nor d id  she know  why the local 
b ranch  w ent defunct fo r about a year.

But a lot has changed  since the 25- 
y ea r-o ld  s to p p ed  by a P o rtlan d  N a
tio n a l A sso c ia tio n  fo r the A d v an c e 
m ent o f  C o lo red  P ersons m eeting on 
A pril 28 to  see how  she could  help and 
left as its new  leader.

It tu rn s  o u t m u ch  o f  th e  c ro w d  
knew  M cG ee and recogn ized  her ad v o 
cacy  w ork w ith in  the com m unity ; they 
successfu lly  nom inated  her in a not- 
so -sym bolic  m ove to  bring som e you th 
ful energy  to  the reem erg ing  branch.

N ow , as  she faces a deluge o f  du ties 
w ith in  one o f  the m ost respected  and 
h isto rical national advocacy  groups for 
c iv il r igh ts, M cG ee isn ’t abou t to  be 
w eighed  dow n by past negativ ity  w ithin 
the local o rgan ization .

S he’s focused and poised to elim inate 
disparities that existed when the N A ACP 
was form ed w hile responding to racial 
issues created by m odem  society.

“ I d o n ’t know  a n y th in g  th a t o c 
curred  in the past -  th is is defin ite ly  a 
clean s la te ,” she said.

S hortly  fo llow ing  her su rp rise nom i
nation , M cG ee w as w hisked  o ff  to  a 
reg ional m eeting  in Las V egas, w here 
she underw en t in tensive  tra in ing  and 
got a crash  cou rse  in the h isto ry  o f  the 
ce n tu ry -o ld  g ro u p . T he in fo rm atio n -
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Charlene McGee, 25, plans to build up membership in the Portland branch of the NAACP with grassroots advocacy.

packed  w eekend also  a llow ed  M cG ee 
to m eet m ore than 300  if her fellow  
le a d e rs  a c ro s s  th e  w e s te rn  U n ite d  
S tates. It w as there she learned she is 
the youngest N A A C P  branch p residen t 
in the region and possib ly  the country . 

M cGee, a native o f  Liberia, lied the

civil w ar-torn African country and moved 
to O regon with her family in 1993. She 
graduated from Oregon State University 
in 2004, moved back to Portland a couple 
years ago and now holds what she calls 
her dream  job, working as a coordinator 
w ithin the M ultnom ah C ounty  Health

Department's African American Dispar
ity Project.

M cG ee’s professional responsib ility  
to address racial health  d isparities fall 
right into place w ith her new post at the 

continued on page A 6

Performing Arts 
Revitalizes Corner
Ethos showcases more talent
by Raymond Rendleman 
T he Portland O bserver

“It was definitely rocking; it was 
hot,” says organizer Travis Hun
tington of last w eek's premiere show 
at Ethos.

A renovated Ethos M usic Cen- 
te ra n d C a fé o n  the c o rn e ro f  W il
lia m s  A v e n u e  an d  N o rth  
K iilingsw orth Street now features 
w eekly open-m ic revues in a new 
rec ita l hall nam ed afte r Tom  
Brum m , a com m unity  and eco 
nom ic developm ent official.

From now on, the Ethos site will 
be the epicenter for up-and-coming 
performers every Friday night be
ginning at 7:30. Last Friday’s show 
only went until 11 p.m., but the 
center will stay open as late as 
necessary to accommodate build
ing interest.

“O ur goal is to create the best 
open-mic night Portland has ever 
seen," said Charles

Lewis, Ethos' founder and ex 
ecutive director.

Perform ers will be attracted by 
the opportun ity  to  hook up with 
E thos’ live feed to Portland C om 
m unity M edia C hannel 23. The 
F riday night b roadcasts are a d i
rect link to  over 300,000 house
holds three tim es a week through 
reruns T uesdays at 9 a.m . on 
Channel 11 and Friday afternoons 
at 4 p.m. on Channel 22.

Created in 1998 in direct response 
to school budget cuts, Ethos is also 
showing o ff its success in organiz
ing private lessons, group classes, 
performance and ensemble oppor
tunities to thousands of students 
each year.

From 3-6 pm this Saturday, the 
center will host an open house of
fering a preview of various pro
grams.

continued on page A3
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Travis Huntington (left) and Charles Lewis welcome the community to the renovated Ethos Music 
Center and Café on the corner of Williams Avenue and North Kiilingsworth Street.

Momentum Builds for Vanport Square Development
Magic Johnson 
24-Hour Fitness 
wins approval
by Lee Perlman 
T he Portland O bserver

Vanport Square, the minority- 
owned commercial and retail devel
opm ent under construc tion  on 
Northeast Martin Luther King Jr. 
Boulevard, got a major boost last 
week when the Portland Develop
ment Commissiort gave up 1.7 acres

A Magic Johnson 24-Hour Fitness will be built at Northeast Alberta and Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard, replacing the existing 
Living Color Beauty Supply store and a vacant warehouse. Living Color plans to move into another the first phase of Vanport Square, 
now under construction a couple of blocks north.

of land for a Magic Johnson 24- 
Hour Fitness center.

The site facing MLK and Alberta

Street will replace an old store and 
a v;tt ant warehouse for a new 35,000 
square foot fitness facility. 218-

space parking garage and a coffee 
shop. The developers arc Ray 
Leary, a Itxal African American
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