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. A3 . High school students from northeast Portland's McCoy Academy get a The Helensview High School Phoenixes celebrate a league championship April 19 by
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; . : ' hedin  gpot at sportsmanship in a championship game for alternative schools. scoring a 51-49 victory over the Gladys McCoy Academy Panthers.
1999 wh Michael Cruse and 1)
Lincoln created a school within  overseeing the teams, referees facility’s gym. Fhat’s the main difference, she  ent schools, about being able to The nine schools in the league are
ban League of Portland. and gymnasium sites since 2003 Stasi said the small size of al-  said, between alternative schools  root them on and be positive,” Pioneer High School, McCoy Acad-
I'l the rai f years I'he eight-game season and ternative high schools can hinder and other types. But this has she said. “They haven’t been emy,Helensview HighSchool, Youth
r, meaning the school could playoft games initially took place their ability to have extracurricu-  helped give them an opportunity successful in regular schiools for Employment Institute, Open
no lor perate, but the league at Peninsula Park, but in recent lar activities (enrollment is any- to build their pride. various reasons, and this gives Meadow, Cascade, Fir Ridge Cam-
has lived on since Jamie Stasi of  seasons Tony Hopson of Self En-  where from 20 to 100 for the Port “I've received multiple com- them an opportunity for suc- pus, Portland Youth Builders and
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Baseball's Troubles and
How We Can
and Must Solve Them

DAVE WINFIELD

Michael Levin

Hall of Famer
tackles decline
In participation

BY DAve WINFIELD

How many times did vour parents tell
you O never give up when you were
young? Did they tell vou that if you took
vour eye off the ball, vou would drop it?

Well, apparently Major League Baseball

Urban Focus for Baseball Urged

has done just that and it has hurt its overall
business and standing as our "national
pastime

After witnessing the effects of millions
ol young African Americans passing up
baseball diamonds for basketball courts
and football fields, | know that baseball
organizations from tee-ball to Major
[ Cdguc H.I\L']‘\l” JIL‘L‘\j o refocus .!I']Ll |‘L'
more proactive in developing urban black
talent and promoting the
game in the inner-cities of
America.

As | discuss in my new
book "Dropping The Ball:
Baseball's
How We Can and Must
Solve Them," I believe that
-I“;L‘\L‘l\l'ri‘|"_..‘.1i||/k'l”‘.|.\k'
ball
America’s black youths and

I'roubles and

have lost sight ot

fans.  Over the last three
decades, the transformation of the sport
has not kept pace with the cultural shifts
in America. As a result our youngsters
have left the game for sports that actively
market to the young black demographic.
Many experts say that baseball is on
the decline in general, and does not hold

the premiere stance among American

sports as it once did. Among African
Americans, any poll would tell you that
football and basketball

|\'_'.‘L' and ]\[l\h‘\\.itrlml levels

at both the col
have sui
passed baseball as the sports to play.
Spokespeople for Major League
Baseball might disagree, citing record
breaking attendance in both Major
League and Minor League Baseball in
2006, but they would have to also con-
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cede the fact that the marketing efforts
forthe NBA and NFL have been far more
successful than that of baseball. By
positioning basketball and football as
faster and much more hip in presenta-
tion, their leagues seem to resonate
better with the current young, black,
urban, hip-hop generation.

During the mid-1970s, black participa-
tion in Major League Baseball rose to a
high of 28 percent, but has since declined
to the current 8 percent of all major leagu
ers. There are numerous reasons for this
trend

First, in a chicken-and-egg situation,
young African Americans don't have the
same number of role models to look up to

in MLB. Whereas I grew into the game

[ believe that all levels of
organized baseball have lost
sight of America's black
youths and fans.

— Dave Winfield

idolizing Hank Aaron, Willie Mays, Bob
Gibson and dozens of other superstars -
we all wanted to be like them - today's
vouths have but a handful of genuine
black all-stars to look up to and model their
games alter

I'hese voungsters also don't often

have the fields or equipment to develop

their skills, either. When you're akid in
the inner city, it is much easier to buy a
$20 basketball and find a blacktop court
to practice on than to buy a glove and
bat and find a baseball diamond or even
a sandlot, not to mention the other Kids
you'd need to play adecent game of ball
For the kids who are lucky enough to
live near a field and can participate in an
organized league, they often find their
teams under-funded and relying on the
support of family, friends and the commu-
nity for upkeep fees, travel costs and
coaches to help develop their talents.
At the same time, the sport usually
doesn't focus on black players within
Major

League Baseball and its teams spend

sight of their own stadiums.

millions in international talent scout-
training camps, signing bonuses
The huge international
influx into the sport over the past 20

ing,
and salaries
years - as great as it is for development
of the game in Caribbean, Asian and
South American countries - has drasti-
cally reduced the participation of young
African Americans,

Dave Winfield is a veteran of 22 Major
League seasons and a 12-time Major
League All Star,
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2nd Annual Basketball
High School Classic

ek

(Portland Interscholastic League)

Aliyah Green

In memory of Cory Neal Washington, 1965-1991

Come see the best of Portland high school basketball play!
Includes members of Portland Public high schools' Men's and Women's Teams!

Be there to support your school!

2007 Girls Team "A"'
Head Coach: Floyd Hall

Lincoln

e

Game roster

2007 Girls Team B
Head Coach: Michael Harper

Players: High School: Players: High School:
Janita Bodan Jefferson latss - PRRTT PR Fara Cook Grant
Nvesha Sims Jefferson l\{'“' lhl" yL‘“ / Josephine Young Grant
CaitlinGrimm Wilson Pll. B()yh‘ Allstar Laquay Kennedy Jefferson
Jessica Musgrave Grant I'rvisha Blake Jefferson

Nam-Phuong Hoang Benson

Michaela Pin Franklin Shardai Smith Benson
k.|r:|]:;:aa'h Franklin o hC llnn()llnCC(l. Mariah Ladd St. Mary's
Amanda Anderson Marshall Claire Groth Cleveland
Shawndez Santiago Marshall Lissie Parr Cleveland
Melessa Patten Benson Jessica Gilmore Wilson

Saturday, May 26, 2007 at SEI (3920 N. Kerby, Portland OR)

Doors open at 2:30 p.m. * Men's Tournament at 3 p.m. * Women's Tournament at 4 p.m.

Proceeds raised gotothe Joyce Washington Memorial Scholarship Fund and to our at-risk Portland youth to attend summer camp, athletic and journalism programs and other after-school programs.

For information call Mark Washineton ar 503-288-0033




