April 18, 2007

The P ortland Observer

Page AS
“

Urban League Sees Black Male Crisis

State of Black America challenge

If the United States does not
take immediate steps to address the
black male crisis, the nation risks
losing its “greatest untapped re-
source,” said National Urban
League President Marc H. Morial
on Monday in presenting the
league’s annual State of Black
Americareport.

“Empowering black mentoreach
their full potential is the most seri-
ous economic and civil rights chal-
lenge we face today. Ensuring their
future is critical, not just for the
African American community, but
for the prosperity, health and well-
being of the entire American fam-
ily,” Morial said.

This year’s report includes the
opinions of Dr. Michael Eric Dyson,
Marian Wright Edelman, essays by
NAACP Legal Defense Fund head
Theodore Shaw and Dr. Silas Lee,
as well as aforeword by Sen. Barack
Obama, D-1I1.

It contains the Equality Index, a
statistical measurement of dispari-
ties or “equality gaps” between
blacks and whites across five dif-
ferent categories —economics, edu-
cation, health, civic engagement
and social justice.

The report finds that African-
American men are more than twice

as likely to be unemployed as white
males and make only 74 percent as
much a year. They're nearly seven
times more likely to be incarcerated,
andtheir average jail sentences tend
to be 10 months longer than those
of white men. In addition, young
black males between the ages of 15
and 34 years are nine times more
likely to be killed by firearms and
nearly eight times as likely to suffer

ited opportunities and diminished
expectations,” Morial observed

“There’s a crisis afoot in the
black male community, and it’s not
enough to have role models to give
them hope. We need a public com
mitment in the form of concrete
policy strategies to help lift them
out of their state of underachieve
ment and put them on equal footing
with white men in this nation,” he
said.

Overall, African Americans made

Empowering black men to
reach their full potential is the
most serious economic and civil

rights challenge

we face today.

- National Urban League President Marc H. Morial

from AIDS.

*1 could rattle off the names of
African-American men who have
overcome the odds and have risen
to national prominence until I am
blue in the face. But for all the
Barack Obamas, Tony Dungys and
Colin Powells out there who have
broken through economic and color
barriers to succeed, there are many
more black men who face very lim-

negligible gains at best in narrow-
ing the equality divide with whites.
On most fronts — economics, edu-
cation, health and civic engage-
ment, the gaps narrowed margin-
ally compared to last year. But in
the realm of social justice, blacks
lost some ground.

“The Urban League’s efforts are
tremendous, and we are making

progress, but as our report shows,

the disparities are not shrinking
And we realize that we cannot do
this alone,” Morial said. “We have
to look to corporations, the goy

ernment and other organizations to
bring about comprehensive solu

tions to the problems faced by black
males, who are dropping out of
school at higher rates, dying
younger and earning far less than
their white counterparts,” he said.

Despite the less-than-glowing
results presented, there were still
bright spots. A higher percentage
of young black children are en
rolled in early childhood education
programs such as Head Start than
young white children — 66 percent
compared to 64 percent. And the
youngest blacks have made strong
improvements in the areas of school
readiness — scoring at 94 percent ol
thatof whites, up from 81 percentin
2006.

A major disconnect, however,
occurs after elementary school as
blacks, especially males, begin to
fall behind whites. Disparities in
writing proficiency scores widen
as blacks grow older.

In an effort to resolve some of
these issues facing black men, Morial
unveiled five major recommenda-
tions for public-policy makers to
implement toempower blacks, espe-
cially males, to become full-fledged

Portland State University President Leaving

To guide
Pennsylvania
law council

Portland State Univer-
sity President Daniel O.
Bernstine has accepted
a new job as president
and chief executive of-
ficer of the Law School
Admissions Council, lo-
cated in Newtown, Penn.

“I must say that we are happy
for President Bernstine, but sad-
dened by the loss of such a
strong, generous leader,” said
George Pernsteiner, chancellor
of the Oregon University Sys-
tem.

Pernsteiner credited

Daniel Bernstine

Bernstine with
many
plishments at
PSU. including
increasing en-
by
more than
7.000 students.
Last year,
more than
5,000 students

received de-

dccom-

rollment

grees and cer-

tificates from the school, by far

the most ever.

Bernstine also won praise for
presiding over a construction
boom during his tenure, opening
the Native American Center,
the Urban Center and Plaza,
innovative “green” student hous-
ing,and anew engineering build-

ing housing the Maseeh College
of Engineering.

He led efforts at PSU and in
Oiegon to internationalize both
the student body and the cur-
riculum, reaching outespecially
to students in the Middle East
and Asia. He oversaw plans to
make the campus better con-
nected with the city through the
Portland Streetcar, and soon
MAX light rail.

Also  notable
Bernstine’s tenure was the in-
creases in research funding at
PSU, which grew from $17 mil-
lionto $40 milliona year, and the
initiation of PSU’s first compre-
hensive fundraising campaign,
whichbroughtin$1 14 millionto
the university, exceeding the

during

original goal.

Actress and Advocate Alfre Woodard

Critically acclaimed actress
Alfre Woodard will be the key-
note speaker at the 15th annual
YWCA of Greater Portland Lead-
ership Luncheon at the Oregon
Convention Center on Tuesday,
April 24.

Woodard, who has given out-
standing performances on shows
such as Hill Street Blues, LA Law,
The Forgotten and Beautyshop, is
most recently recognized for herrole
as Betty Applewhite on the hit show
Desperate Housewives.

Off screen, she is an activist who
supports progressive causes in the

Alfre Woodard

United States and Africa.

Local YWCA supporter, Orego-
nian columnist and domestic vio-
lence victims' advocate S. Renee
Mitchell will also be a featured
speaker.

The YWCA Leadership Lun-
cheon began in 1992, and in the past
15 years has raised more than $2.5
million for programs that provide
safety, support, education and train-
ing, shelter, housing, physical fit-
ness and camping programs (o
women and families,

Formore information, visit ywca-
pdx.org.

Help Offered For Student Success

Local parents and guardians can
connect with other families to learn
how to help their children succeed
and tap into school district resources
on Saturday, April 21, at Benson
High School, 546 N.E. 12th Ave.

The sixth annual Parent Leader-
ship Conference, sponsored by the

Community and Parents for Public
Schools, will be from 8 a.m. to 12:30
pam.

Workshops will be offered on
parent involvement and building
community in schools; advocating
for your child; school-level organi
zations: school and district com-

munication; measuring student
progress; and children’s social
development.

There is no cost, and child care
and translation services will be
available. Preregistration is sug-
gested. Call 503-220-0577or goto

cppsportland.org to register.
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“In other words, President
Bernstine's impact on PSU
has been enormous and long
lasting. We will miss his intel
lect and creativity, his deep
commitment to students, his
sense of humor, and the spirit
of hope and opportunity he
brought to PSU and to the
University System,”
Pernsteiner said.

Prior to joining PSU in 1997
as president, Bernstine was dean
of the Law School at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin.

partners in the American Dream
Provide comprehensive early
childhood education for all Amen
can children, especially those from
disadvantaged backgrounds; pro
mote the establishment of more all
male schools that incorporate longer
school days and mentoring nto

their design: create more “second

chance” programs to help high
school dropouts and ex-oftender
return to the mainstream; restorg
the federal Summer Jobs Progran
Lo 1s pre JONN) state as a mandatory
standalone program with 1ts owi
budeet: and drive home the me

sage to children that education pays

dividends later in hife
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