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Blazers to Retire Lionel Hollins’ No. 14

As team pays tribute to
1977 NBA Championship

Thirty years ago this June,
the Portland Trail Blazers
shocked the basketball world
winning the NBA Champion-
ship overthe heavily-favored
Philadelphia 76ers, 4-2.

Trail Blazers will pay special
tribute tothe 1977NBA World
Champions during ceremonies
at Portland’s final regular sea-
son game against the Golden
State Warriors on Wednes-
day, April 18. The reunion will

be highlighted by the retiring of

the No. 14 jersey worn by
former Trail Blazers guard
Lionel Hollins, who played an
integral role on the champion-
ship team.

“The 1977 team set the bar
by whichallother Trail Blazers
teams are judged,” said Mike
Golub, Trail Blazersexecutive
vice president. “It was a very
special teamanda very special
time for the franchise, its fans
and the City of Portland, and
we very much look forward to
welcoming all the heroes from
that team back to Portland and
honoring them for theirincred-
ibleaccomplishments.”

Fans attending the game will
receive aspecial commemora-
tive poster that features the

Tiger
‘Normal guy’
Johnson wins at
Augusta

(AP) -- It all seemed surreal to
Zach Johnson, Three clutch bird-
ies on the back nine at the Masters.
His name atop the leaderboard.
Toppling Tiger Woods. Slipping
on the green jacket.

“I'm from Cedar Rapids, lowa,”
he said when asked to describe
himself. “That’s aboutit. I'manor-
mal guy.”

Not anymore.

Normal guys don’t beat Woods
in the final round of a major, espe-
cially when Woods is in the lead.
Normal guys aren’t unfazed by
the ground-shaking cheers of
Woods making an eagle to mount
a charge.

Jack Fleck was anormal guy from
lowa, too, and he took down the

1976-77 Trail Blazers on one
side and the current 2006-07
Trail Blazers team on the op-
posite side.

"We wanted to make the
reunion very special for this
teamand the consensus among
the alumni, coaches and orga-
nization was thatretiring Lionel
Hollins’ jersey was long over-
due and the rightthing todo, so
this seemed the perfectoppor-
tunity,” added Golub. “We
couldn’t be more excited to
raise the “Train’s’ jersey tothe
rafters to join the other Trail
Blazer greats.”

Hollins joins fellow 1977
champion teammates Dave
Twardzik (#13), Larry Steele
(#15), Maurice Lucas (#20),
Bill Walton (#32), and Lloyd
Neal (#36) to have their jer-
seys retired. The only other
Trail Blazers to have their jer-
seys retired are Geoff Petrie
(#45)and Clyde Drexler (#22).

Anotherhighlightofthe 1977
Reunion willbe anoontime rally
for the former champions at
Terry Schrunk Plaza. Schrunk
Plaza was the scene of a mas-
siverally for the teamimmedi-
ately following the team’s vic-
tory parade, which began at
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Zach Johnso

astered

n (left) receives a customary green jacket from

2006 champion Phil Mickelson for winning the Masters Sunday.

“As they say, a giant has got to
fall at some point,” he said.

Johnson pulled away from
Woods and the rest of the pack
with three birdies in a pivotal four-

hole stretch, closing with a 3-under

69 for a two-shot victory over

Woaods, Retief Goosen and Rory
Sabbatini. It was only the second

victory of his career

Top 2% FLLER WILLIAMS
in Portland Metro

Join us for an honest dialogue
about what works in preventing
sexually transmitted disease, HIV
infection, and teen pregnancy in
African American communities.

Union Station and worked 1ts
way down Broadway.

The Trail Blazers are also
paying homage to the teamon
itstrailblazers.com website with
a special 1977 World Cham
pions section, which features
news, stats, photos, video and
avariety of archived material
from 1977.

The Trail Blazers drafted
Hollins out of Arizona State
University withthe sixthoverall
pick in the 1975 NBA Dralft.
He played five seasons forthe
Portland Trail Blazers from
1975-1980, averaging 13.6
points per game.

Hollins is currently an assis-
tant coach with the Memphis
Gnzzlies.

Lionel Hollins as a
member of the
1977 NBA World
Champion Port-
land Trail Blazers

Wednesday, April 25
6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Gathering, drumming,
and dinner will begin

at 5:30 p.m.

Admission is free,
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