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Public Schools Divided by Race
continued from Front

"This is exciting enough to bring 
them back into the cluster." Since 
"suddenly Jefferson is not failing 
its AYP" with the reconfiguration, 
she has had success signing up 
students from other struggling ar­
eas.

Jefferson administrators argue 
that the return of public single-sex 
education to Portland has nothing 
to do with race, but rather seeks to 
make up for the different ways that 
girls and boys learn.

Young Men's Academy Admin­
istrator Willie Holmes says. "Boys 
in general, white, black, whatever, 
perform under girls after the fourth 
grade."

Lora cites research that sees fewer 
girls taking leadership positions.

"We don't want to be stealing 
students from other schools, but 
we’re starting a movement," she 
says.

Trillium teacher Kirk Ellis argues 
his school is so different from 
Jefferson that the two schools don' t 
compete.

Few students transfer between 
Trillium and Jefferson, but both 
schools are responding to the same

research. Holmes says, "Charter 
schools just looked at the same 
research we did.”

Trillium  Director Stephanie 
Hinkle agrees that "the research 
has shown a preference to smaller 
learning communities" that have 
recently multiplied in Portland. She 
says that the increasing racial seg­
regation of these communities is 
"one of the most frightening trends

Students from the Trillium public charter school gather on 
pavement outside of class for an informal fencing practice. The 
school is located just south of Killingsworth Street on North 
Interstate Avenue, a site that once housed Interstate Rentals.
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of the past 15 years...we just want 
to be another option.”

Although Portland's neighbor­
hoods have desegregated to some 
degree. Hinkle thinks the increas­
ing school segregation is due to 
cultural preferences. "I'm the wrong 
person to speak for the African 
American community." she says, 
"but there are some families that 
look for a more top-down approach

to education."
Jefferson 's Phoebe Tyeskey 

suggests charter schools "may not 
be offering programs that are of 
interest to African American stu­
dents."

Holmes sees "a passionate hate 
for Jefferson; whether it's racist or 
not, it's definitely a stereotypical 
view of the young men and women
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in the community."
Some view the situation through­

out Portland’s schools as repre­
sentative of a larger problem.

Williams says, “If a neighbor­
hood wants to commit itself to 
multiculturalism and desegrega­
tion, it needs to focus not only on 
the schools, but also on the kind of 
society we want to become."
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A math class at Jefferson High School has mostly African American students. The school's 68- 
percent black population is almost an exact opposite of nearby Trillium, a public charter school 
with a 66 percent white student population.

BREWING JOBS 
IN NEWPORT.
fhere is a worldwide boom of microbrews. Many believe it 
started right here in Oregon and Lottery profits have played 
a part by supporting one of Oregon's original craft brewers, 
Rogue Ale. Launched in 1989 with five employees in an 
800 sg. foot warehouse, Rogue Ale is now one of the largest 
breweries in the state. They are a cornerstone of the Newport 
economy, providing secure family wage jobs that include' 
tie.iltli insurance and 4011< plans. Ttiey operate (our pubs 
and employ 200 Oregonmns across the state. Theirs is a 
small business success story and the Lottery has been a key 
player in two important chapters.

Back in the early days, when Rogue Ale was a small upstart 
no bank would take a chance on, I ottery profits helped them 
expand then facility and gave them the clout they needed to 
get additional lOitils. Several years later, as Rogue Ale w.is 
ready to make another leap, the Lottery provided a grant to 
help market their products in Japan. Exports now account 
for 9% ol sales and Rogue Ale is an inspiration to 
entrepreneurs and revolutionaries all over the world.

W illi the help ol I ottery profits, Rogue Ale has become one 
ol Oregon's leading producers ol (.raft beer and a vital part 
o f the um robrcw mduslly which generates over $2.25 billion 
dollars a year for the economy Support for Oregon's small 
businesses is pi si one ot the ways Oregon wins when Oregonians 
play I ottery profits also'go to education, watershed 
enhancement and parks across the state
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