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Answers at Last in Asia Bell Murder

continued A from Front

held on Monday for

ments were

Alexander Daniel Klein, 28 and
Deprince Romey Hale, 29, each fac
me count of murder with a
firea two counts ol .illL'IH[l[L‘\j
12era nurder with a firearm
1d ¢ piracy to commit murder
‘olice said there 1s a possibility

e irrests
A large crowd of Bell's support
rs, many wearing Rest in Peace
shirts with her |1|’|\Itl flooded the
Justice Center on Frniday to attend
the first arraignments, held shortly
pelore a press conlerence announc

ng the arrests
Bell’s husband James arrived just

notified of the

minultes atter being

Portland detectives called Perlia

on Thursday night with news of the

suspects in custody. They told her
to go downtown because they
needed to talk to her in person.

“I knew this was big,” she said
“I'walked inand saw ten detectives,
two of the original ones from the
case, and I broke down. | said is it
what I think it is?”

They told her yes, we found
your daughter’s killers.

She had not expected the break
through, but had recently paid de
tectives a phone call at least once a
week

“It made us feel bad that we
couldn’t tell her what was going
on,"said Sgt. Wayne Svilar, head
of the Cold Case Unit

She spoke at Friday’s press con
ference, and was credited by the
cold case squad for her tireless
work since her daughter’s death.

Svilar made it clear that after-

noon that if not for Perlia, they
would not be announcing the ar-
rests.
For Bell, the press event was one
of happiness mixed with relief.
“From day one I haven't lost
faith,” she said with much emotion

while standing at the podium. “lam

anemotional roller coaster, Bell said
there were clues in her personal life
leading herto this moment, particu-
larly with other local cold cases

Hercousin Isaiah Strickland was
fatally shot a year after Asia, and
between the two, Bell believed clo
sure was on 1ts way.

From day one I haven't
lost faith...this is just the

beginning.

Perlia Bell, mother of Asia Bell

overwhelmed... and emotionally
touched. This is just the begin-
ning.”

Describing the past five years as

2007 is a year of completion for
me,” she said.

Svilar said in the past six months

the cold case unit focused almost
n'\L‘|LI\i\L‘i\ on H\'“. HL'I case re

quired help from the Drug and Vice

Squad, Gang Enforcement Team,
l'actical Operations Unit, U.S. and
District Attorney's office and the
rest of the detectives at the ptl|1n'
bureau

“The bureau used more re
sources for Bell’s case than any
other,” said detective Sgt. Paul
Weatheroy, who was assigned to
the

Weatheroy joined his brother Sgt

case about a year ago.
George Weatheroy, one of the ini
tial investigators in the case.

I'here have been 270 unsolved
murders in Portland since 1996.
In 2004 former police chief Der
rick Foxworth instated the cold
case unit, the first of its kind in
Portland.

I'he squad has solved eight

cases so far, and Bell's has remained
among the highest profile.
lhedistinction of “cold applies
to cases older than two years, but
“I don’t know if Asia’s case ever
went cold,” Svilar said. “Her case
was one of those that keep us up at
night.”
Would Bell’s murder have been
solved without the cold case unit?
“Honestly, no,” Svilar said.
“These cases require a lot of
support and money for travel,”
police chief Rosie Sizer said.
Weatheroy agreed. He said long
lapses in time —which can be costly
often work in detectives’ favor.
“People who weren’t willing to
cooperate originally can change
their associations or mature,” he
said. “Asia’s case was a combina
tion of persistence and people will

ing to come forward.”

A Mother’s Loss Eases

continued A Sfrom Front

When they confirmed him as Moaning’s
son she contacted her old friend. She knew
she could help prepare him for the mental
and financial burden, and the physical
changes the trauma would create

“It’s hard onthe body," Bell said. *“People
you haven't seen in 20 years come around
ind you have to tell your story over and
over again.”

She sat quietly through Davis’ funeral
service onJan. 9, and then gave the grieving
father a hug and a card stating her services.

From family friend to advocate, Bell has
continued to support Moaning as he talks
with the media, keeping the community
aware of his son’s death, just as Bell has
done in Asia’s case.

For years she cammed a torch for her

daughter through her unwavering advo-

continued f\ from A3

cacy. Her daughter had no criminal record
and no known enemies, and a police inves-
tigation provided no arrests for nearly five
years. Bell’s murder had become a cold
case, but her mother refused to let the
tragedy fade fromthe community’s memory.

I'hen a phone call just three days after
speaking with the Observerilluminated how
meaningful her life’s work is.

Detectives with the Portland police told
her they had arrested four individuals in-
volved in her daughter’s murder.

It is too soon to say what will happen to
her daughter’s killers, but Bell has pledged
to carry on her non-profit and continue
helping friends like Moaning find closure.

“It’s important for me to advocate for
families going through scary situations,”
she said. “We've been taught not to say too
much and sit in the back, but what happens
is that we get forgotten fastif youdon'tkeep

against women must be enshrined

Aaron, shortly before his death.
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women" seeking justice for violent

light on what she called "ram-

a Father’s New Grief

it abreast in the community.”

As Moaning awaits information in his
son's case, Bell's success story gives him
optimism.

“There is hope that there can be justice,”
he said.

Bell has set up Moaning with grief coun-
seling, and he said he is ready to return to
work. He knows someone will come for
ward, but he’s not sure those answers will
diminish the pain of his loss.

“Ilove himso much. I still wake up in the
pitch black night tolook for him,” he said. “1
look for his spint.”

Crime Stoppersisofferingareward ofup
10 $5,000 forinformation leading to an arrest
inDavis” murder. Call 503-823-HELP(43:
Also, donations benefitting Davis’ twins
can be made to an account at all US Bank
locations, under the name *“Children of
Jermaine Nyron Davis.”

A worrying trend 1s that rape of

Women’s Day
Call to End
Violence

key lessons learned from her
tribunal’s probe of sexual violence
during the Balkans wars of the 1990s.

One of the key lessons learned,
she said, was that "the commit-
ment to fully addressing violence

in the governing documents of
the courts that are charged with
the task of achieving justice for
women."

She urged areassessment of "our
traditional approach to witness pro-
tection” to make it less invasive for
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RUN WITH US

because talented people
always lead the pack.

over | U years, \kl'”‘ i.l[_ul\ h.i\ |"l'l'|| d [‘r‘ HIL’ ]l'.lLitr n lil(' h”.“l(l.ll SCTVICES 1”\'”\“’\'. .\[Itl
wre especially proud to have supported women throughout our long history by offering
careers with hmatless P wennial, If you're |ni'kll1|.; for a career at one of the nation’s most
respected and admired financial institutions, then look no further.

Wells Fargo 1s one of the proud recipients of Workmg Mother Magazine's, * 100 Best Companies
tor Working Mother's,” and in Dwersityine, Wells Fargo ranked 5th in the, “Top 10 Companies

tor 2006

CALL CENTER SUPERVISOR
In this position you will be responsible for the day-to-day supervision of a team of Collections
Representatives. The successful candidate will have 1-2 years of experience supervising
1 team of 10 or more staff members and the ability to manage multiple projects in a fast paced
cnvironment
COLLECTIONS REPRESENTATIVES (Full- and Part-Time)
In this position yvou will provide repayment term advice to our credit card/overdraft checking
unt customers. Positions require strong problem solving, negotiation and communication

skills, as well as excellent computer skills. Four weeks of paid training will be provided.
We offer Excellent Pay and Benefits including:

¢ Compentive salary & incentive plan

e A 10% payv premium for evening & weekend shifts

* Four weeks of paid nme ott

® Medical, Dental & Vision Coverage

* 401(k) Plan & Pension Plan

Reimbursement

For more information about this exciting opportunity, please call Debbie at: 503-614-5702
or apply on line today at: www.wellsfargo.com/careers.

Run with a leader. Run with us.

The Next Stage

crimes but for whom cross-exami-
nation is a traumatic experience
amounting to "a sort of torture,
doubie suffering."

In The Hague, UN High Com-
missioner for Human Rights
Louise Arbour turned the spot-

For every Portland police officer,

there is a story...

pant” sexual violence against
women in Sudan's strife-torn
Darfurregion.

I'here is a "very clear pattern of
systematic recourse (o gender vio-
lence. I see very little sign that there
is any improvement,” she noted.

women is increasingly used as a
weapon war, UN and human rights
officials note.

I'he World Health Organization
meanwhile released areport saying
one girl in five is a victim of sexual
violence before the age of 15.

Chief of Police

Police Bureau

its size, It-has a

Rosanne M. Sizer

“One reason why |
chose the Portland

was because of

ety'of career

(.

Join us and write the
next chapter.

Five reasons to join us:
* Excellent pay and benefits.

* Lots of assignments and
promotional opportunities.

* Excellent training
programs.

* Rewarding career.

* A reliable retirement plan.

Application deadline for the next entry and lateral police officer test is June 25,2007

Contact:

Officer Larry Anderson

1111 SW 2nd Ave,, Ste. 1542
Portland, OR 97204
503-823-0473
landerson@portlandpolice.org

Apply online: www.joinportlandpolice.com



http://www.wellsfargo.com/carcers
mailto:landerson@portlandpolice.org
http://www.joinportlandpolice.com

