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Inequality and Class Conflict

Class divide grows
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wealth concentration under global
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tion and privatization has been carried to
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We still tend to perceive the political
world in 18th and 19th century terms: as
competing “nations,” geopolitical units
defined by territorial boundaries, which
conduct international affairs based on their
[‘K‘IL'(']\\'U objective interests In the 21st
century, however, we must perceive of our
political world entirely differently: as an
environment in which multinational cor
porations exert greater power and influ
ence than many countries; where millions
of low-wage, manufacturing jobs each year
are being relocated to south Asia, China,
and Latn America.

Globalization and the widespread adop
tion of the neoliberal economic model of
development are constructing an affluent,
transnational “ruling class,” a privileged
stratum whose class interests largely su
percede its national allegiances.
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Finally, Support for Community Colleges
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An investment in community colleges
makes good economic sense for the state.
No other institutions offer such open ac
cess and opportunity for higher education,
and clear pathways to living-wage jobs
than our state's community colleges. We
must do more to invest in Oregon’s future.

Preston Pulliams is president of the
Portland Community College district.
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Katrina Aftermath

Bureaucracy needs streamlining

BY JunGe GreG MATHIS

In the days following
Hurricane Katrina, the
federal government was
slow to send aid to the
hardest hit areas, slow to
rescue survivors trapped
in the heavily flooded
city and slow to find suitable shelter for
those lucky enough to evacuate the city
before the storm hit.

It's been well overa year since Katrina
devastated the Gulf Coast. And though
the storm left a path of destruction that
will take years to clear, it's the
government's continuing incompetence
in handling the aftermath of the disaster
that continues to victimize hundreds of

thousands of
people.
Billions of dol-

lars allocated to
help residents re-
cover from the
natural disaster,
sit unused Ac-
cording to the
Office of Management and Budget, the
U.S. government has spent less than $80
million of the $110 billion Congress set
aside to help communities devastated
by the storm, According to USA Today,
a$7.5billiondollar program designed to
help residents reestablish themselves -
in the Gulf Coast or elsewhere - has
approved payouts to just 87 of the more
than 89,000 people who have applied.
Funds aren’tthe only thing residents are
having trouble accessing. In New Or-
leans’ Lower 9th ward, Katrina’s flood
water damaged more than 1,000 build-
ings. However, they city has only issued
four permits for new homes to be builtin
the mostly poor neighborhood.

Across the Gulf Coas!, there are resi-
dents desperate to get their lives back on
track. They want torebuild; they need to
rebuild. But bureaucracy and red tape
keep their desires on ice. Many are still
waiting for the federal aid that was prom-

through so

How much longer will the U.S.
government continue to victimize
people who have already been

ised them more than a year ago. Indi-
viduals aren’t the only ones losing out.
Businesses, schools — both essential to
the rebuilding process — are also being
shortchanged.

The Small Business Administration
can’t keep up with its payouts to busi-
ness owners affected by the disaster

and the Federal Emergency Management
Agency has been slow to repay local
governments for repairing schools and
public water systems that were damaged
during the storm.

Most Americans realize that rebuild-
ing and reviving the Gulf Coast after such
atragedy takes time. Butitis unthinkable
that, 15 months later, so little progress
has been made. Travel along the Gulf

much?

Coast and you'll find that many areas
look exactly as they did after the storm
hit. To add insult to injury, the govern-
ment has to yet to reveal a stable, long-
term housing plan for evacuees, many of
themelderly orill.

How much longerwill the U.S. govern-
ment continue to victimize people who
have already been through so much?

Gulf Coast residents have suffered at
the hands of the federal government long
enough. We can’t prevent natural disas-
ters, but our elected and appointed offi-
cials can put a stop to the pain ard
frustration the endless runaround and
unfulfilled promises have caused. It is
not too late for the government to do
right by the men, women and families
along the Gulf,

Judge Greg Mathis is national vice
president of Rainbow PUSH and a na-
tional board member of the Southern
Christian Leadership Conference.
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