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The Miracles Club, a community center for African Americans recovering from drugs and alcohol on Northeast Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd. and Mason Street, has received help from the city to buy their 
building, but will likely have to move anyway.

City Moves to Keep Miracles Club
Grant to help 
recovery group 
stay open
by Sarah Bi oint 
T he Portland O bserver

Facing m oney woes and e v ic 
tion  from  the ir spot on Northeast 
M artin  Lu ther K in g  Jr. Boulevard, 
the M ira c le s  C lu b  has w on a

$495,000 grant from  the c ity  to keep 
the ir doors open to those recover
ing fro m  drugs and a lcohol. H o w 
ever, they lik e ly  w i l l  not remain in 
the ir current location.

M irac les  had un til Dec. 29 to 
com e up w ith  $500.000 to counter 
an o ffe r  o f  $1 m illio n  to bu ild  high- 
rise apartments in the b u ild in g 's  
place.

C urrent land lord  Jack Gorman 
had to ld  the M ira c les ' board that i f

they could provide the fu st $5(X),(X X) 
paym ent they cou ld  carry another 
$500,(MX)on contract.

On Dec. 20. the c ity  council voted 
4 -0  to con tribu te  the dow n pay
ment.

But details cou ld  not be worked 
out in tim e. G orm an s till plans to 
sell the property to investors, keep
ing the c lu b 's  fu ture unclear.

‘ ‘W e had to  react q u ic k ly , and 
nobody was com fortab le  s igning

an earnest money agreement w ith - 
out an appraisal to f ind  out i f  p rop
erty was indeed w orth  that amount 
o f m oney,"said Brendan F inn,com 
m issioner Dan S a lt/m a n 's  ch ie f o f 
staff.

M iracles still has G orm an 'sw ord  
that it can stay at its current loca
tion  fo r at least through 2007.

H aving a year w i l l  g ive  the c ity  
room  to negotiate a deal w ith  the 
Portland Developm ent C om m is

sion fo ra  future M irac les site, F inn 
sail), inc lud ing talks w ith new o w n 
ers w ho may be w i 11 i ng to negotiate 
w ith  M iracles to remain in the bu ild 
ing.

"W e  are partners, it 's  not ju s t 
dona tion ." Finn said. "W e 're  a llo 
cating this amount o f  m oney fo r 
M iracles to stay there w ith  a new 
property manager, o r to tie  them 
in to  a new pro ject."

But F inn added they expect the

bu ild in g  to be sold.
" W e 'l l  be w a lk in g  hand in hand 

w ith  the c lub  in fin d in g  them a new 
home o r keeping the ir home w here 
it is r ig h t no w ."

M irac les  board cha ir Herman 
B ryant said the c lu b  wants to stay 
in the ne ighborhood, o r north Port
land. The c ity  has already begun 
exp lo ring  options, and hopes to 
find  a PDC -ow ned property  along 
M L K  w ith in  a m onth o r two.

Joseph Johnson is arrested for attempted murder on Dec. 19.

Down by Police
Wanted Man Taken

1a

1
A Portland Observer reader took 

photos when he saw six Portland 
po lice o ffice rs  put a gun to the head 
o f  an A frican  Am erican man on a 
dow ntow n Portland street.

The inc ident occurred Dec. 19 
next to the Portland B u ild ing .

Sgt. Brian Schmautz said the man 
was Joseph Johnson, 33, a suspect 
in a Dec. 2 drug-re lated shooting at

KBOO Harassment 
Case All But Ignored

continued from Front

and reached a reasonable conc lu 
s io n ."

Davis said when it comes to 
sexual harassment, the channels o f 
com m unication are the same fo r 
em p loyees and vo lun tee rs . He 
added that in the past 18 months 
they have term inated volunteers 
fo r sexual harassment.

But H ines said he was le ft fe e l
ing  frus tra ted  because the issue 
w a sn 't taken se riou s ly , o r  t im e ly  
enough .

“ Each tim e I contacted them they 
said ‘w e 'l l get back in touch, we 
take th is very s e rio u s ly .'"  Hines 
said. " I  th ink m y issue w ou ld  w ar
rant more concern than being ig 
nored because everyone is too

S ou thw e s t F if th  and Y a m h ill.  
Schmautz said Johnson has a v io 
lent c rim ina l h istory and a warrant 
out fo r  his arrest in C a lifo rn ia .

A ccord ing  to the po lice report, 
Johnson was unarmed at the tim e o f  
the arrest. O ffice rs  watched him  
hoard and then ex it a T r iM e t bus. 
leaving a handgun on the vehicle, 
w h ich  the po lice then recovered.

b u sy ."
D avis responded by saying the 

sta tion  “ d il ig e n t ly  pursued the 
m atter" as fast as the ir resources 
w ou ld  a llow .

" I ' l l  be the firs t to say sometimes 
th ings here take longer than w e 'd  
lik e ."  D avis said. "W e  have a low  
budget and not a lot o f  staff. A n il 
som etim es the other party doesn 't 
take tim e fo r certain aspects o f  the 
com m unica tion ."

A fte r the fina l m eeting. Hines 
began to  th ink race m ight have 
som ething to do w ith  K B O O s  re
sponse.

“ I 'm  not the type o f  person to 
ye ll race, but I be lieve i f  I was a 
w h ite  man K B O O  w o u ld  have 
showed more respect in respond
ing to m y concerns." Hines said.

Jackson Retirement Party Set
A  b e lo v e d  A fr ic a n  A m e r i

can p o lic e  o f f ic e r .  I .t. H a rry

Jackson  w i l l  re tire  a fte r  26  

years on  the fo rc e , and  e v e ry 

one  in  the  c o m m u n ity  is in 

v ite d  to c e le b ra te  h is  fa re w e ll.

Jackson  spent m an y  years 
o f  h is  c a re e r at the N o rth  Pre

c in c t in  S t. J o h n 's , and in  2 0 04  

w as p ro m o te d  to  lie u te n a n t

LYING 
TO HIDE 

YOUR
GAMBLING?

CALL FOR HELP.
877-2-ST0P-N0W

THAT’S A
Getting your life back starts with a 
call for help. Treatment Is free, 
confidential and it works. oregonlotteryhelp.org

and ass igned  to  the  East P re

c in c t. H e re tu rn e d  to  no rtheast 

P o rtla n d  s h o r tly  a fte r, w h e re  he 

had a lre a d y  b u ilt  a re p u ta tio n  

fo r  h is c o m m u n ity  p o lic in g  ski Ils 

and h is  presence at n e ig h b o r

hood  m ee ting s  d u r in g  h is  o f f  

hours .
A  re tire m e n t p a rty  fo r  Jack- 

son w i l l  take p lace  T uesd ay ,

Jan. 9  at 2 p .m . at E m an ue l 

T e m p le , 1033 N . S u m n e r St.

I f  yo u  are in te res ted  in  sha r

in g  a s to ry  o r  m a k in g  a p resen

ta tio n , p lease c a ll D iane  H a inan  

at 5 0 3 -8 2 3 -5 7 0 6  o r  d h a m a n t« ’ 

p o rtla n d p o lic e .o rg .

Lt. Harry 
Jackson

oregonlotteryhelp.org
portlandpolice.org

