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p, Fostering Change Starts Here
) )/l(/ (/__../(/H/(I/ Most kids just want a good home

BY FAy SCHULER

"Ke(/p A [I ve The Drea’n Changing alife canbe aneasy choice. Inthe \\nui\nf.ﬂc;ln_ afoster

youth“I'wanttobe believed and given hope. and a family tolove and

Tribute to: Rev. Dr. Martin LLuther K”]g_ T, have fun with.” His wishes are simple, and yet poignant. Like mostKkids,

he just wants a good home.

Seanis notalone. He is one of more then 7,000 children whoare living
When? inOregon’s fostercare system. Due to family substance abuse issues,
the rate of youth being placed into foster homes has risen to levels that

V T i i 7 ‘) v ; . .
I\’/]()ndd} .ldnl.ldr} I Slh.. 2007 are straming our state’s system. As adult alcohol and drug addictions
12:00P.M. - 6:00P.M. become more prevalentand treatmentoptions less accessible, more and
more childrenare left vulnerable. Many youth, unable toreturn home to
1T\ AT - healthy famihies, will stay in fostercare long term, uptotheage of 18, The

NEW LOCATION! : : : : : : _
emotional and financial costs to youthand communities are staggering.

. P & i 5 Thie e ;
H]ghland (__enter Anincreasing numberof Oregonans are familiar withthe challenges
r W s the state faces inresponding to this foster care crisis. However, most are
7600 N.E. Glisan

P()]'{];l]]d, Oregon inaddressing the issue. The Boys & Girls Aid Society pioneered the
original conceptoffostercare back inthe early 1900°s. Weare uniquely

Where?

notaware of the key role the Boys & Girls Aid Society continues to play

Who? qualified and prepared to meet this acute need for reliable foster care.
: 4 As Oregon’s oldest and most experienced private non-profit child-
Guest SpCllkL‘l'S welfareagency, wedeliver fostering services that communities deserve,
Musical Guests We offer the therapeutic care kids need, while supporting our foster
‘ S . o parents with ample attention and resources
l‘,I][L‘I'IZIIIHng Performers I'he Boys & Girls Aid Society has cared forover 500 displaced youth
1 TN - s I ik inthe last yearalone. We know firsthand the value and satisfaction of
Community Figures & More T e VUSRS SR R SR
quality foster care. Our success is builtupon our enduring partnerships
Donation: $3.00 withlocal foster families. Working together, we strengthen communities.
3 . while giving kids like Sean a second chance. Please choose to impact
or 3 cans of non-perishable food AR ‘
Live Broadcast/Simulcast parent. Contact us today at 503-542-2311 or
Portland Community Media (PCM), KBOO 90.7 FM fostercare @boysandgirlsaid.org to find out how you can “be the
change™ forachild.
Fay Schuleris afoster family recruiter for the Bovs and Girls Aid

yourowncommunity by becoming a Boys & Girls Aid Society foster

SPONSORS:
Safeco Insurance, Portland Association of Teachers, McDonald's of Oregon and SW Washington, Dignity Memorial Locations
reqgon Education Association, Providence Health system Enterprise Rent-A-Car, Concordia University Society.
Portland General Electric, Portland Community College, African American Chamber of Commerce,
Portland Community Media, KBOO RADIO

For program information & event schedule log onto: To Place Your Classified Advertisement
www.worldartsfoundation.org Contact: Kathy Linder
A Production of World Arts Foundation, Inc. Bh o --.{'.\I ' . .H.'} 12
Fax: 503-288-0015

maill: classifieds@portlandobserver.com
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