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Portland’s Late Night Bakery, Disco
continued from Metro

Jobs Program and Economic 
Opportunity Fund.

The bakery will sit at the cor­
ner ot SE 92nd and Foster, lead­
ing i nto a future Tri Met light rail 
station scheduled for comple­
tion in 2009.

For Ararat, expanding into 
Lents means being closer to the 
lifeblood of Oregon’s Russian 
and Eastern European commu­
nities. Grigorian is adamant 
about how much she loves her 
life in Portland, with its friendly 
faces and seasons that remind 
her of her home country.

In fact, she's adamant in all 
she does. Holding a conversa­
tion with the baker means the 
constant interruption of day-to- 
day business matters and the 
madness of her impending relo­
cation.

In an attempt to pin her down 
for a story, I soon found that 
calm moments don't exist as 
long as she is working. And she 
is always working.
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Ararat's fresh baked goods roll out of the oven at all hours, 
enabling late night diners to munch on flaky bread that doesn't 
need butter to dress it up.

Clutching and actually using 
both a cell phone and a cordless 
handset, Grigorian balances con­
versations with me while inter­
mittently talking with adelivery 
driver, Ararat server and night­
club patron Leslie Medrano, and 
an oldergentleman spending his 
afternoon at one of three lottery 
machines inside the bar.

The lucky customer w ins, and 
the frighteningly efficient busi­
nesswoman jumps to the regis­
ter to collect his earnings.

Grigorian says she doesn’t 
sleep much and 1 believe her. 
Her juice? She offers me a tiny 
cup of strong, sweet Turkish 
coffee.

Grigorian moved from Ar­
menia to Los Angeles 21 years 
ago. After meeting her husband, 
the couple moved to Portland in 
1995.

With zero English skills, the 
former dermatologist beat the 
language barrier by opening a 
bakery. Grigorian began churn­
ing out recipes with enough di­
versity to rival a list of United
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A bakery worker racks up fresh baked goods at Ararat. Owner Nellie Grigorian is Armenian, but 
since moving to the U. S. she's whipped up treats circling the globe, including her popular sweet 
braid bread and the Jewish specialty bread challah.

Nations ambassadors, special­
izing in rolls, sweets and past­
ries from Armenia to Ukraine, 
Greece, France, Italy, Korea 
and beyond.

By 1999, she followed the 
advice of friends and opened a 
restaurant and nightclub, filling 
the bakery's extra space.

The dichotomy of a bakery 
and disco is too rich to ignore, 
and I'm invited to a personal 
experience.

On weekend evenings, long 
after the sun has set, Ararat is 
still rife with activity. But as the 
wee hours approach, work wi nds 
down and another kind of action 
begins.

By the looks of impeccably 
dressed clubbers, eyeing a 
bouncer standing between the 
cool night airand thumping beats 
inside, 1 might never have sus­
pected the incognito bakery at 
the end of a long hallway.

Besides, I'd never smell the 
sweet, wafting aroma over the 
sea of moving bodies writhing 
through a cloud of cleavage.

cigarettes and cologne.
Every Friday and Saturday 

night Ararat's tiny dance floor 
comes to life, flashing with mul­
ticolored lights as a crowd gath­
ers, relocating from several long 
tables housing an array of vodka 
cocktails. The swanky flock of 
Russians, Armenians, Roma­
nians, even Americans, shake it 
to a blend of contemporary hits 
from across the pond, mixed 
with local beats that dominated 
the 1990s American techno 
scene.

The marathon trance will last 
until 4 a.m., sometimes later, 
interrupted only once each Fri­
day, when the Serbian DJ halts 
the music and clears the floor, 
introducing a belly dancer called 
Yemaya.

I returned from the bar on 
Friday shortly after midnight to 
find the beautiful andbejeweled 
Yemayagliding barefoot across 
the stage, accompanied to a 
hypnotic beat with only one word 
-  move.
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Another day, another skirt full o f dollars: Yemena makes her 

With a friendly smile that sug- dramatic exit during the wee hours of Friday's scene at Ararat.
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gests deviance. Yemaya makes 
her way across the room and 
across tabletops, while circum­

venting bustling servers.
Like any late night crowd, 

half the room is transfixed w ith 
the show , w hile others focus on 
slamming back stiff drinks be­
fore last call.

And Grigorian? She's still in 
full force, a face in the crowd 
placing a fistful of dollar bills in 
Yemaya's silver fringed skirt.

After a half an hour the belly 
dancing ends (good news: 
Yemaya gives lessons) and 
Eminem and 50 Cent rule the 
room. I make my way to middle 
of the dance floor, where the 
songs become more European 
as the hours pass, and introduce 
myself to Daniel.

“ I am new here." Daniel tells 
me.

“Oh yeah? I've never been 
here either," I answer.

“No,” Daniel replies. “ I am 
new here to the United States.”

Got it. Welcome. Daniel. 
Enjoy Ararat at its close-in 
location, before they relocate 
to where the Russian and East­
ern E uropean  com m unity  
thrives. And Lents? Get ready 
for some new jobs, delicious 
bread and fabulous weekend 
parties.

Classifieds
Recreation Leader Aquatics

The R e c re a tio n  le a d e r is 
responsible for overseeing the 
daily operation of an aquatics 
facility including scheduling staff, 
classes and activities. Duties 
in c lu d e  te a ch in g  a va rie ty  of 
specialized aquatic classes to the 
p u b lic  and in te rn a l s ta ff, 
conducting outreach activities and 
tra in in g  a q u a tic  s ta ff  and 
supervisors. The Recreation 
leader is expected to ca rry out h is 
or her re s p o n s ib ilit ie s  w ith  
initiative and independence while 
exercising sound judgm ent and 
problem-solving skills in the daily 
performance of their work.

A p p ro x im a te  M o n th ly  S a la ry  
Range: $2,149 - $3.101

Application deadline is 4:30PM, 
Friday, October 27, 2006.

To learn more about this position, 
or to apply online, visit our website 
at www.ci.portland.or.us/iobs/ or 
pickup an application at 1120 SW 
5th Ave. Portland, Oregon 97204

We have immediate openings for two 
on-air personalities a t ou r FM
station. Please forward resume 
and air-check tapes to Program 
D irector, K XJM -FM , 0234 SW 
Bancroft, Portland OR, 97239 No 
phone calls. EOE

Start tomorrow $10-22 p/h

Laborers, Carpenters, Concrete, 
Landscapers, Clean up, Drivers, 
F ram ers, R e m od e le rs , HVAC, 
Cabinetmakers. Apply @ 2700 SE 
Harrison #D, Milwaukie, OR 8am- 
4pm M-F, Veh\0DL\UA 503-654- 
0021

Program Specialist,
City of Portland

A p p ro x im a te  M on th ly  S a la ry : 
$4,111 - $5,481

The P ortland  O ffice  o f C ab le  
Com m unications and Franchise 
M a n a g e m e n t is s e e k in g  a 
Program  S pecia list to  oversee 
about 50 contracts (“franchises”) 
with utilities that use the public 
streets. See more information at: 
<http://www.portlandoniine.com/ 
cable/index.cfm?c* *30052.> The 
P ro g ra m  S p e c ia lis t  w ill be 
re sp o n s ib le  fo r tra c k in g  and 
implementing several significant 
aspects of franchise compliance: 
inc lud ing  negotia tions and/or 
e n fo rc e m e n t in a co m p le x  
environment; assisting in policy 
developm ent; d rafting  Council 
f i l in g s : w o rk in g  w ith  o th e r 
bureaus; updating the Bureau's 
web page; and performing other 
administrative duties.

A p p ly  o n lin e  at: h ttp :/ /  
w w w .c i.p o rtla n d .o r.u s/ jo b s  or 
apply in person at The Portland 
Building, 1120 SW 5th Ave., 1st 
floor lobby NE corner near the 
restaurant. Application deadline 
is Friday, October 30, 2006, at 
4:30 p.m.

Advertiso with divei sity in 
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Com m unity Coordinator

Place and Supervise international 
h igh sch oo l s tu d e n ts  in host 
fam ilies. Good com m unication 
s k ills ,  a m u st. T ra in in g , 
Compensation and International 
travel incentives. Call 1-88-238- 
8720

Development Officer 
(Donor Relations Manager)

United  W ay o f the C o lu m b ia - 
W illa m e tte  is s e e k in g  h igh ly  
s k ille d  in d iv id u a ls  w ho have 
e x p e rie n c e  in s a le s  and 
fu n d ra is in g  to  build  e ffe c tive  
relationships, and plan, organize, 
and direct fundraising efforts with 
local companies and individuals. 
M ust have  s tro n g  c o m m u n ­
ic a tio n , p u b lic  s p e a k in g , 
relationship-building, and account 
management experience and the 
ability to m anage and analyze 
data. For more inform ation or 
questions, go to www.unitedway- 
pdx.org. Position closes 10/20/ 
06. An E q u a l O p p o rtu n ity  
Employer.

OREGON LEGISLATURE

SESSION POSITIONS
Apply now for the 2007 Regular 
Legislative Session which begins 
January 8, 2007. The following 
positions are open:

• 10 Comm ittee Administrators 
■•18 Comm ittee Assistants 
■• 3 Custodians 
■• 2 Media Assistants

A p p lic a tio n  in fo rm a tio n  is 
available on our website or call 
for paper copies.

www.leg.state.or.us/jobs 

Karen Hupp
Legislative Administration 
900 Court St NE Rm 140-B 
Salem OR 97301 

(503) 986-1373

Apply now. Interviews begin 
November 1st.
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Classified Advertisement
Contact: Kathy Linder 

Phone: 503-288-0033

Assistant Construction Manager
N eil K e lly  C o ., re s id e n tia l 
remodeling and custom homes 
design-build general contractor, 
has an immediate opening for an 
Assistant Construction Manager. 
Portland office. Reports to VP 
C o n s tru c tio n  fo r 2 d iv is io n s . 
C o n s tru c t io n  m a n a g e m e n t 
d e g re e  p re fe rre d . S o lid  
experience in sim ilar position, 
demonstrated ability to manage 
schedules and budgets, strong 
in te rp e rso n a l s k ills  requ ired . 
Environm ental susta inab ility  / 
LEE D  e x p e rie n c e  a p lus. 
Computer skills required. Salary 
plus benefits.

A p p ly  w ith  c o ve r le tte r  and 
resume to: hrl@ neilkelly.com  or 
fax to 503-331-9403 or mail to 
HR Manager, Neil Kelly Co. 804 
North Alberta St., Portland OR 
97217. No phone calls please.

Call for an appointment! (503)228-6140

Open Daily 12 to 5

6726 N. Interstate Ave 
Portland, OR-97217 
(503)735-4420

Vintage Costume Jewelr) 
Custom Sewing 

Rentals
www.alexsandras.com

Lea W hitworth C.P.A.
ant ¡K<c>ltkcei>iiifi services 

5421 \ l .  33r.l Avellili'
Pori lami. ( tit 97211
.............. 011 971-344-6414
l ux 503-295-1 H(i5
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Your Care 
Our First Priority

We arc loca ted  at
1716 N.E. 42nd Ave. 
Portland, OR 97213

I Between Broadway 
and Sandy Bled. )

Dr. M areelitte Failla
Chiroprai tic Physic ian

• Automobile accident injuries
• Chronic headache and joint pain
• Workers Compensation injuries

FINALLY
AFFORDABLE HEALTH INSURANCE w

1. Are your monthly premiums too high? \ | h i \ \ |  s-|
2. Are you self-employed or own your ow n business?
3. Are you without health insurance now?
4. Would you like to have control o f your health insurance plan?

IF Y O U  ANSW ERED, “YES” T O  A N Y O E  THESE  
Q l KS I K )NS, PI EASE (  A L I. M E  AT:

(360)608-2823  or 1-877-484-2823  
Kris Long L icensed  Insurance A g en t 

www.krislong.mw-ins.com
Exclusions and limitations apply Administrative office: N Richland Hills. TX. Han 
availability varies by state. (#MW 25906, MW 25907 or state variation) 

Association membership is required. Mid-West National Life Insurance

MWAMX)263exp.M)7 Company of Tennessee
A Health Markets Company 
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