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Pope Benedict XVI
aroused the fury of the
Islamic world with a
speech in which he as

sailed the Muslhim con

ceptof holy waras avio

lation of God's will and

nature. The Pope quoted

a l4thcentury Byzantine
Manuel 11

Paleologus, who dended Islam and

cmperor,

its founder Muhammad for intro

ducing “things only inhuman and

N BLUE STATES evil,” such as spreading the faith

| B - .
| VST IRED. [/ «x ™ RED STATes by the sword. The Pope held up
| ~— g iﬂwlm? - Christianity, by contrast, as amodel
& A .
' QE e ’ ol religion that promoted a “profound
DI\ } \Q‘) - _r?,- e ]" encounter of faith and reason.”
T . — -— From many parts of the Islamic

world there were angry reactions to

the Pope’s words, reminding the

Pope of the evil history of Christian
Although Western
Christians may think the crusades

crusades

are ancient history, these medieval

wars in which Christian crusaders

slavghtered Mushims and estab

lished crusader states in Palestine

are vivid memories for Muslims.

Current Western threats against

Islam and invasions of Islamic coun

tries, such as Iraq, are seen as a
T'he

LS and other Western nations who

continuation of the crusades

the crusades.

promote such wars are regularly

referred to as “crusaders™ in the

Muslim press

I'he Pope’s words condemning

Islam and its founder for holy war,

while holding up Christianity as

innocent of any such warlike ten
Muslims

dencies, has infuriated

and deeply damaged Cathohce

Mushimrelations. Inusing a Byzan

tine emperor to assail Islam, the

Pope also tailed to reckon with the

fact that the Fourth Crusade (1201

). called by Pope Innocent 11, was

diverted into an assaulton the capi
ol

tal the Byzantine

cmpire,

Constantinople. The Crusaders pil

laged and occupied the city, lead

ing toaweakening of the Byzantine

world and 1ts eventual fall to the

Muslhims

[ would like to suggest what the

Pope should have said about holy
war that would have won Muslim

good will and opened up new dia

logue between these embattled
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worlds. The Pope might have

opened with some generalities de

ploring the current state of war and
violence inthe world. Then he would

remark that such tendencies to war

are deeply aggravated when reli

gion and the name of God are

wrongly used to foment violence

Congress Impedes Our Right to Vote

have to wonder if this bill is an
attempt at legally keeping people of
color — individuals most likely to
vole progressive agendas - away
from the polls. Is this bill really
about voter integrity or is it a way
to make sure the conservatives
maintain power’
Election reform is aserious issue
in this country. And it has to be
dealt with. But denying American
citizens the right to vote is not the
way to do it. By voting down this
bill, the Senate can stand by the
commitment it made to historically
disenfranchised people when it re-
authorized the Voting Rights Act.
Judee Greg Mathis is national
vice president of Rainbow PUSH
and a national board member of
the Southern Christian Leadership

Conference.

What the Pope
Should Have Said

and hatred between peoples. God
desires peace and love,
not war, he might have
said.

The Pope would then
turn to the history of the
crusades and acknowl-
edge with sorrow that
Chrnistianity has often
been wrongly used to
promote hatred and vio-
lence against others, perhaps quot-
ing some pithy statements of popes
who called for crusades against
Islam. He would then declare that
Christians must repent of such re-
ligiously inspired war-making. He
would ask for forgiveness from “our
Muslim brothers and sisters™ for
having wronged them in the past
by calling forcrusades against them.
He would end with a call for all
|\L‘np|u\ 1O unite 1O overcome war
and violence, and to reject any use
of religion to promote violence.

his speech, | suggest, would
have won the hearts of Muslims
around the world and would have
made the Pope welcome in Turkey
for his planned visit there on No-
vember 28 of this year rather than
putting this trip into jeopardy.

It would also have put Chris-
tians in the US and elsewhere on
notice that the language of promot-

Current Western threats
against Islam and invasions of
Islamic countries, such as Iraq,
are seen as a continuation of

ing Western “anti-terrorist” wars
against the Muslim world in the
name of a (the term
George W. Bush actually proposed

“crusade

for his wars against Afghanistan
and Iraq) are not acceptable.

Some more historically aware
advisors of the Bush administra-
tion realized the volatile nature of
this term and warned him against
his use of it. But Christians need to
do more than not use the term “cru-
sade,” while continually the reality
of such war and warlike God-talk.
We need to confront the question
able history of such wars against
the Muslim world and the use of
Christianity to promote such wars.

[sittoo late? Although my influ-
ence in Vatican circles is limited,
there is no reason why other Chris-
tian bodies, Catholic and Protes-
tant, might not come together to
publicly issue an apology to the
Muslim world for the crusades and
to call for a rejection of militarist
responses to terrorism and the use
ol religious language to justify such
militarism.

Rosemary Radford Ruether is a
scholar, teacher and activist in the
Roman Catholic Church, and is
well known figure in Christian femi-
nist theology.
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