
September 20. 2006 JJortlanh (Dbseruer PageA7

el O bservador
Ancient Mayans Explored in ‘Road to Xibalba’
Miracle Theatre

G raduates o f Plum a Nueva, 
the M iracle T heatre G ro u p 's  
bilingual w riting and perfo r­
m ance pro ject serving teens 
from econom ically  d isadvan ­
tag ed  n e ig h b o rh o o d s  in the 
greater Portland area, will per­
form in “The Road to X ibalba” 
at the M ilagroT heatre, 525 S.E. 
Stark St.

The M iracle T heater G roup 
has been dedicated to bring the 
vibrancy o f H ispanic theater to 
the N orthw est com m unity  and 
beyond for m ore than 20 years.

“ X ibalba is an English lan­
guage production about the an ­
cient M ayans and their m astery 
o f  a rt, a rc h ite c tu re  and  a s ­
tronomy.

The d escen d an ts  o f  these  
great people, w ho still speak the 
old languages and w orship  the 
old gods, are challenged on all 
sides —  from  the Europeanized 
Latinos who want their land, the 
P ro testan t e v an g e lica ls  w ho 
w ant their souls, the M arxist 
revolutionaries w ho w ant their 
m uscle and the anthropologists

Female Immigrants Earn Less, Give More
They help fight 
poverty back home

(A P ) -  A U nited  N ations P o p u la ­
tion Fund repo rt show s that fem ale  
im m igran ts g en era lly  earn  less than 
m en, but tend to  send  hom e a larger 
po rtion  o f  th e ir  e a rn in g s, p lay ing  an 
im portan t ro le in p overty  reduction  
and d ev e lo p m en t in th e ir  co u n trie s  o f

o rig in  and  u p end ing  m any trad itiona l 
m ores.

A bout 95 m illion  w om en around the 
w orld  have left th e ir  hom e co u n trie s  
to live and  w ork  in a fo reign  land; they 
acco u n t fo r nearly  h a lf  the w o rld 's  
im m igran ts. But until now  little  re ­
search  had been done on how  m e n ’s 
and w o m en 's  im m igration experiences 
d iffer.

A ccording to the report, titled “A

Passage to Hope: W om en and Interna­
tional M igration,” they send up to three- 
quarters o f  their incom e hom e, con trib ­
uting substantially  to the approxim ately 
$232 billion the W orld Bank estim ates 
was transferred  last year to im m igrants’ 
countries o f  origin.

“ I t 's  a trend  w o rldw ide , and re ­
flec ts  the  in v es tm en t p r io r itie s  o f  
w om en in g e n e ra l,” said  M aria Jose 
A lcala , the re p o r t 's  p rim ary  au thor.

"W om en will a lw ays p rio ritize  fam ily  
and ch ildren  and the ir w ell-being. Men 
w ill seek  m o re  c o n s u m e r  ite m s . 
W om en tend to be m ore re liab le , and 
send hom e larger am o u n ts .”

I n d ev e lop ing  co u n trie s , th is steady 
stream  o f funds can be su b stan tia lly  
la rger than  o ffic ia l a ss is tan ce , and  is 
the second  largest source  o f  ex ternal 
incom e afte r fo re ign  d irect in v es t­
m ent.

Mexico City Street Protests End
(A P ) — Supporters o f le ftis t 

Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador 
have ended the street protest that 
clogged the heart o f the capital for 
nearly seven weeks, but they 
vowed to find other ways to resist 
the incoming conservative presi-

Andres Manuel
Lopez Obrador

Group production
w ho w ant their stories.

In this world prem iere from 
Joann Farias. M exican-A m eri­
can anthropology student Jeff 
O rdonez travels to  strife-filled 
G uatem ala to research M ayan 
healing rituals. T here he m eets 
a native sham an w ho leads Je ff 
on an unforgettable indoctrina­
tion to the m yth cycle o f  the 
Popol Vuh, introducing him first­
hand to the indom itable pow er 
o f  the M ayan deities. But Je ff 's  
sham anic training is interrupted 
by civil war, and he returns to 
the U.S. w ithout finishing the 
rites that would com plete his 
apprenticeship.

Thirty years later, J e f f  s skep­
tical son Joe, a high school 
teacher, leads three students 
am ong the ruins o f  C hichen Itza. 
In the center o f  this sacred ball 
court, the youth are threatened 
with their own encounter with 
M ayan deities, each tem pted 
to w a rd  th e  u n d e rw o r ld  o f  
Xibalba. Are they hallucinating 
in the M exican heat, o r will Joe 
now accept that his fa th e r 's

dent.
The former Mexico C ity mayor, 

who claims that his narrow loss in 
the July 2 presidential election was 
fraudulent, said he planned to travel 
across the country to meet w ith his 
supporters.

Traffic already was (lowing along 
Reforma Avenue, which had been 
blocked by tents, ears and buses

beliefs —  and those o f the an ­
cient M aya —  are real? W ill he 
call on the gods to help? O r will 
his students succum b to fears o f 
gangs, pregnancy and the m ili­
tary?

The Road to X ibalba is a 
m agical look at how tw o gen­
erations o f  M ayan-A m erican 
descendants connect to redis­
cover the pow er o f  spiritual be­
lief, ra ising  the question  o f  
w hether this pow er is contained 
in the deities that populate the 
M ayan pantheon, or in the minds 
o f  the believers ... or both?

The production is scheduled 
with a special preview on Thurs­
day, Sept. 21 at 7:30 p.m. and 
opening night is on Friday, Sept. 
22 at 8 p.m. Perform ances con­
tinue each Thursday at 7:30 
p.m .. each Friday and Saturday 
at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 7 p.m. 
through Oct. 14.

The Miracle Theatre 
Group brings Hispanic 
theater to the stage in 
‘The Road to Xibalba.'

sineeJuly 30 inan unsuccessful bid 
to force a fu ll recount in the presi­
dential vote.

Lopez Obrador and his support­
ers refuse to recognize the slim v ic­
tory o f Felipe Calderon, the candi­
date o f President Vicente Fox's con­
servative National Action Party 
who is scheduled to take office 
Dec. 1.

David Diaz

Hispanic
Heritage
Exhibit
Illustrator 
schedules 
library visits

“The Many Faces of David 
Diaz,” a new exhibit featuring 
otiginal artwork by the Caldecott 
Award-winning artist, is on dis­
play through Oct. 12 in theCollins 
Gallery at Central Library, 801 
S.W. 10th Ave.

In conjunction with the ex­
hibit and in honor of Hispanic 
Heritage Month, Diaz will visit 
the Gresham Library on Satur­
day, Sept. 23 from 10:30 a.m. to 
noon and at Central Library from 
2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. to speak about 
his work along with collaborator 
and Portland author Carmen 
Bernier-Grand. A book sale and 
signing will follow each presen­
tation.

Diaz is the winner of the 1995 
Caldecott Medal for his illustra­
tions in Smoky Night, by Eve 
Bunting. It was only the second 
children's book he’d ever illus­
trated. Since then, he has illus­
trated more than 20 books includ­
ing Going Home ( 1996) by Eve 
Bunting,WilmaUnlimited( 1996) 
by Kathleen Krull and The Pot 
That Juan Built (2002) by Nancy 
Andrews-Goebel.

His work incorporates a vari­
ety of techniques and materials 
including oil paint, pen and ink, 
watercolor paints, woodcuts and 
collage.

Self-guided tours of the ex­
hibit are also available.

Congress Votes for Border F enee
(A P) — T he U.S. H ouse o f  

R epresen ta tiv es  voted  for the 
second  tim e in a y ear to e rec t 
a fence a long  a th ird  o f  the 
U .S .-M ex ican  border, but d id  
not com e up w ith a w ay to  pay 
for the m u lti-b illion  d o lla r co n ­
struction .

A new  700  m iles o f  d o u b le ­
layered  fencing  w on approval 
on a 28.3-138 vote T h u rsd ay , a

b ig g er m argin  than  last D e­
c e m b e r  w h e n  th e  H o u s e  
passed  it as part o f  a b roader 
bill that a lso  w ould  have m ade 
being  an illegal im m ig ran t a 
felony. T he nearly  2 ,000 -m ile  
bo rder now  has abou t 75 m iles 
o f  fencing .

Rep. Peter K ing, R -N .Y ., 
said  the separa te  fence bill 
w as needed  to show  A m eri­

cans "we can take m ean ingfu l 
ac tion  to secure the bo rder."

D em ocrats accused  R ep u b ­
licans o f  p lay ing  upon v o te rs ’ 
fears to score  po litica l po in ts.

R ep . L lo y d  D o g g e tt, D- 
T exas. said R epub licans w ere 
try ing  to co n fu se  A m ericans 
in to  th in k in g  "O sa m a  B in 
L aden is head ing  north  in a 
som brero ."

www.dianetics.org
Paperback
$8.00

Dianetics can help you live 
a better and happier life.
Read the book used by millions to reduce stress, 
anxiety and unhappiness.This is the road to a 
better life with fewer problems.

Just get it, read it and try it, and you'll never be the same.

Available at your local bookstore or from 
Dianetics Foundation, 709 SW Salmon St. 
Portland, OR. 97205 Phone 503.228.0116
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