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Bush’s Attack on Affirmative Action

Target this

time
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Remembering the Dream

\fter attending the Aug. 28 "Remembering the Dream” program
sponsored by the Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods at the
Convention Center, | am moved to make a few comments

Firstof all, l enjoyed the program immensely. [ was impressed with

of so many prominent African American people, but

extremely disappointed with the overall attendance
\s a participant in the Montgomery bus boycott of 1955-56, the
program gave me cause to remember those days ol many years ago

ery fortunate to have been able to see and listen to

Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King weekly during the year long boycott. Al

of the meetings were held in black churches and in some instances
people had to stand outside and listen through loudspeakers

[ believe Dr. King was the best speaker Lhave ever heard. He inspired

us to love our persecutors and to act against bigotry with non

iolence. In short Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. is a saint in some circles

in one of the whitest big cities in America,
that we have a Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard

statue

at the Convention Center
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largest cities - a disease that later
known as AIDS
But lulled by mediaimages that

few of our nation's
became

portrayed AIDS mainly as awhite,
gay disease. we looked the other
way: Those people weren't our
people. AIDS was not our prob
lem. It had not entered our house
We had our own problems to
deal with, so we let those I‘L'll|1|\'
deal with their problem

Now
almost 40 million people world
wide have HIV
dead

have died and are dying

But a lot has changed

and 25 million are
And most of those who
are black

I'hat's not just because of the

devastation the pandemic has
wreaked upon Africa

The tace of AIDS inthe United
States

I'he majority of new HIV infec

is primarily black as well

are black, the majority
of people who die from AIDS
¢ black,
at risk of contracting this
inthe U. S, are black. AIDS

1s now in our house. It's now our

tions here
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most
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problem, and we must come up
with solutions

Black leaders at the recent In
AIDS Conterence n
Foronto put AIDS in our com

ternational

munity at the top of the national
All of Black Amernica
must do the same. Every African

agenda

American must stand with us,
take ownershipof AIDS and fight

HIV/AIDS Now in Our House

thisepidemic withevery resource
we have
When AIDS hit the gay com
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ford to wait for the goy
ernment tosave them: they
instead worked to save
themselves - in part by

using tactics and strate
gies out of our civil rights
playbook. AIDS isamajor
civil rights issue of our
time

We cannot wait for the
government to come and res
cue us either - that help may

never come. Part of our re
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rabid homophobia that lives in
our schools, our homes and

especially our churches

of urgency in Black America,
so that no one accepts the 1dea
that the presence of HIV and
AIDS is inevitable.

We're Black
America to get informed about

calling on

the science and facts about
AIDS. Knowledge is a power
ful weapon in this war

We're calling on black Ameri
cans to get tested and find out
your HIV status. I have - it took
20 minutes and was bloodless
and painless. Knowing your HIV
status and the status of your
partner can save your life,

We must also pressure oul
government and elected ofh

cials - at local, state, and na

tional levels - to be far more

responsible partners than they

Every African American must
stand with us, take ownership
of AIDS and fight this epidemic
with every resource we have.

about

to talk

sex, and more specifically ho

Our inability

mosexuality, is the single great
est barrier to the prevention of
HIV transmission in our com
munity
Intolerance has driven our

gay friends and neighbors into

the shadows. Men leading
double lives - on the "down
low put our women at ex
treme risk

also overcome our

We must

resistance to sater sex prac

tices that can help prevent the

spread of AIDS, and we must
ensure that our young people
know exactly what AIDS is

and how to protect themselves
agaimnst it

We must build a new sense

have been in the past. We must
lift the federal ban on funding
for needle exchange programs
that have been proven to slow
the spread of AIDS. We must
also work with elected officials
comprehensive,
age-appropriate, culturally
AlIDS prevention

o promote

competent
efforts that give young people
the tools they need to protect
themselves

We must heed Martin Luther
King's originally
meant for others, but right for
"Nothing in the world
is more dangerous than sincere

warning,
us now
ignorance and conscientious
stupidity

Julian Bond is chairman of
the NAACP Board of Directors




