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Focus
Short Stands

Tall
in 'Accepted'
Columbus Short stars with Justin Long in 

'A ccepted,' Universal Pictures' socially sub­
versive comedy for anyone who has ever felt 
the sting o f rejection.

The story follows tw o graduating high 
school seniors who smooth-talked their way 
through the system and now are in a quan­
dary they can’t charm their way out of: C ol­
lege Admission.

Out o f desperation, the tw o create an 
“illustrious" institute o f technology with a 
few eccentric friends in an abandoned psy­
chiatric facility. Under their care, the school 
becomes a place where they can make their 
own rules, design curriculum and maintain 
com plete control over their education.

The off-the-grid school appeals to scores 
o f college cast-offs who gratefully (and un­

C olum bus Short s ta r s  in th e  n ew  c o m e d y  ‘A ccep ted . '
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expectedly) show up once they learn o f the "we 
accept anyone" mentality o f this new university.

A young African American actor, choreogra­
pher and dancer. Short is making a name for 
himself. His previous film credits include roles in

"W ar of the W orlds" and "You Got Served." His 
television credits include roles on ER. Judging 
Amy and T hai’s So Raven.

He has taken acting roles w ith pop superstars 
such as Britney Spears. Ashanti and Brandy.
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Aretha headlines 
college fund 
special

The United N egroC ollegeFund 
will present Aretha Franklin, the 
undisputed “Queen o f Soul," its 
prestigious Award o f Excellence 
during the taping o f ‘An Evening 
o f S tars' television special next 
month.

Franklin will be the first female 
artist to receive the award. Previ­
ous honorees have been Lou Rawls, 
Quincy Jones and Stevie Wonder. 
The three-hour concert tribute will 
air nationwide in late January.

Franklin will receive the honor 
for her longstanding and generous 
support o f the U N CF’s mission to 
provide deserving students with 
access to higher education, as well 
as for her well-known activism and

Fran k I i n has con tri buted her 
fame, talent and money to 
numerous other causes and 
organizations,including the 
Dance Theatre of Harlem, 
the NAACP, sickle cell ane­
mia research and drunk 
driving awareness and pre­
vention.

"U N C F is delighted  to 
show  A re th a  F ra n k lin  
some of the R-E-S-P-E-C- 
T that she has show n us 
for so many years," said 
M ichael L. Lom ax, presi­
dent and C EO  o f UNCF. 
"As an artist, an en ter­
tainer, and a citizen , her 
career has estab lished  a 
s tan d ard  o f  ex c e llen c e

A retha Franklin exem plifies the edu­
c a tio n a l d is t in c t io n  to 

philanthropy on behalf o f numer- w hich our m em ber co lleges are 
ous other causes. ded icated  and to w hich they hold

A m usic  in d u stry  leg en d , the ir students."

As one of the most revered art­
ists in the music industry, Franklin 
has earned 17 Grammy awards, 17 
No. I R&B singles, a Presidential 
Medal of Freedom, a Kennedy Cen 
ter Honor, a National Medal of Arts, 
and was the first woman to be in­
ducted into the Rock anil Roll Hall 
of Fame.

Her long list o f hits includes 
"C haino l F oo ls,""Y ou  Make Me 
Feel (Like a Natural W om an)," 
“T h ink ," “ Baby I Love Y ou," 
"The House That Jack B uilt,"and 
o f  course "R espect"  her most 
fam ous hit song, which becam e a 
sym bol o f  both fem inine and 
black pride in the 1960s.

F rank lin ’s last studio album . 
So Damn Happy, was released to 
critical acclaim  in 2005. Her debut 
release on her very own Aretha 
Records, "A W om an Falling Out 
o f  Love," iscu rren tly  being read­
ied fora January 2007 release date.
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Rap Superstar Adopts World Cause
Jay-Z promotes 
‘Water for Life’ 
campaign

(AP) -  Jay-Z boycotted premium 
champagne Cristal at hisclubs after 
the brand's ow ner made some re­
marks he didn't like. Now the rap 
superstar has a new favorite drink: 
water.

Jay-Z, president o f D ef Jam 
Records, teamed up with the United 
Nations and MTV last week to get 
children involved in the fight against 
the worldwide water crisis. He ci ted 
statistics that 1.1 billion people live 
without clean drinking water and 
2.6 billion lack proper sanitation.

"I figure that once I stumbled

upon that, if the information was 
out and young people knew that 
these problems exist while we're 
having Poland Springs at Cipriani 
and things like that, that we'll get 
involved," said the 36-year-old rap­
per. referring to the high-class res­
taurant chain.

Jay-Z, whose real name is Shawn 
Carter, said he had been looking for 
a way to help people, and when he 
visited Africa on tour he w as struck 
at how many o f the world's poor 
lacked such a basic necessity.

"As I started looking around 
and looking at ways that I could 
become helpful, it started at the first 
thing - water, something as simple 
as water," he said at a news confer­
ence at U.N. headquarters. "It took 
very little, very little to see these

Jay-Z

numbers."
MTV film crews will follow the 

rapperon his worldwide tour, which 
begins Sept.9. "The Diary of Jay-Z: 
W ater for Life" will feature first- 
person accounts o f meetings with

people around the world who lack 
water, MTV President Christina 
Norman said.

Jay-Z said he wants to build 
I .(KM)"play pumps" in Africa by the 
time the tour is over. The device 
features a rudimentary merry-go- 
round that pumps water from a wel I 
into a storage tank as it spins.

U.N. Secretary-G eneral Kofi 
Annan recalled  how President 
Kennedy once remarked that any­
one who could solve the world's 
water problems would get two Nobel 
Prizes - on»; for peace and one for 
science.

"Together, we may yet inspire a 
young viewer to take up President 
Kennedy's challenge, and claim 
both those Nobel Prizes," Annan 
said.
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Jazz Icon
Welcomed
Home

Allan Jones at LVs Uptown
LV’sU ptow njazzclub,3l()S.W . 

Lincoln St., near Portland State 
University, will welcome home 
drummer, com poser and Portland 
jazz icon Alan Jones on Friday, 
Aug. 25, and Saturday Aug. 26.

Jones will appear both nights 
with a stellarquartet featuring bass 
ist Tom Wakeling. pianist Darrell 
( iranl and special guest, award win­
ning Canadian tenor saxophonist 
Plnl Dwyer.

Shows are scheduled both nights 
at 7 p.m. and 10:30 p.m. with a $5 
cover charge. For reservations and 
information, call 503-221-0140.

LV’s Uptown features a com ­
fortable, intimate, non-smoking lis­
tening environm ent with great 
food, a bar and free parking.
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Dianetics can help you live 
a better and happier life.
Read the book used by millions to reduce stress, 
anxiety and unhappiness.This is the road to a 
better life with fewer problems.

Just get it, read it and try it, and you'll never be the same.
Available at your local bookstore or from 

Dianetics Foundation, 709 SW Salmon St. 
Portland, OR. 97205 Phone 503.228.0116
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