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Surprise Reversal on Voting Rights Act
Republicans caved 
into opposition
in M aim H. M okiai.

The Voting Rights Act
reauthoriza tion  recently 
suffered a political setback 
in the U.S. House after the 
GOP leadership caved into 
opposition by a small group 
o f righ t-w ing  extremists, 
abruptly canceling a vote 
on extending provisions o f 
the historic 1965 law that 
are set to expire next year.

In a surprise reversal, U.S. House 
Speaker Dennis Hastert and Republican 
leaders took the legislation o ff  the House 
calendar on June 21, w ith promises to 
renew efforts to pass it once the concerns 
o f a few are resolved.

The b ill 's  detractors felt compelled to 
wait until a meeting o f House Republicans 
on the day o f a scheduled floo r vote, to air 
their objections - not in May after the b ill 
won nearly unanimous support from the 
House Judiciary Committee or after it was 
introduced w ith widespread bipartisan 
support from both chambers o f the U.S. 
Congress.

E a rlie rth is  year. Hastert prom ised to

proceed q u ick ly  on the leg is la tion, ca ll­
ing it one o f his top prio rities . O r so he 
said.

Since 1965. Congress has renewed 
the act three times and added 
three new provisions: extend­
ing the right to vote to 18-year- 
o lds in 1970; protecting voting 
rights fo r non-English speak­
ers in 1975: and most conten­
tious o f a ll creating m ajority  
m in o rity  congressional d is ­
tric ts  in 1982.

The provisions most prob­
lem atic to the act's detractors 
are: federal oversight o f  vo t­

ing rules fo r nine states w ith  docu­
mented h istory o f voter d iscrim ination  
- otherw ise know n as Section 5: and the 
requirement o f fore ign language ballots 
in areas w ith  large populations o f non- 
English speakers.

Section 5, the so-called pre-clearance 
prov is ion , requires areas covered to 
submit a ll proposed changes in voting 
law s to the U.S. Department o f Justice 
fo r approval.

Reps. L y n n  W e stm o re la n d  and 
C harlie  Norwood, loudest o f the House 
objectors, cla im ed the legislation un­
fa ir ly  singles out certain ju risd ic tions  
because o f past d iscrim ina tion . They

want the act to apply to a ll states re­
gardless o f past h istory or none at a ll. 
possibly rendering the law unconstitu­
tional.

In a written statement, Westmoreland 
said it made no sense to keep covered 
states " in  the penalty box fo r 66 years" 
based on 1964 election results.

But. the m ajority o f a ll federal objec­
tions have occurred since 1982, when

Earlier this year, (House 
Speaker) Hastert promised to 
proceed quickly on the legislation, 
calling it one o f his top priorities. 
Or so he said.

Section 5 was last reauthorized, attest­
ing to the persistence o f d iscrim ination 
that exists in areas covered by the act. 
For the past 40 years, my own home 
state o f Louisiana has yet to produce a 
voting plan that garnered Justice De­
partment approval the tirs i time through.

It should not be surprising that both 
Westmoreland and Norwood hail from 
Georgia, where, the state legislature tried

to impose a photo iden tifica tion  require­
ment upon voters w ithou t making pro­
visions fo r those who co u ld n 't a fford  to 
shell out $20 fo r a five -yea r state- 
issued ID.

The state's pre-clearance plan re­
ceived U.S. Justice Department approval 
in August o f 2(8)5. over s ta ff objec­
tions, only to fa il in the courts. A U.S 
D is tric t Court struck it down, com par­

ing it to an unconstitu tional po ll tax. 
U.S. D istric t Judge Harold Murphy con­
cluded that it would "m ost like ly  have 
prevented G eorgia 's e lderly, poor and 
A frican-A m erican voters from  vo ting .”

Had the courts not intervened in Geor­
gia, poor, e lderly and A frican  American 
w ould have lost the ir voting rights.

So, it 's  obvious that w h ile  major 
strides have been made, there's s till

vast room fo r im provem ent.
The V oting  Rights A c t's  enactment 

was a hard-won v ictory o f the c iv il rights 
movement Against the backdrop o f the 
"B loody Sunday" v iolence against c iv il 
rights demonstrators in Selma. A la ., 
President Ly ndon Johnson unveiled the 
legis lation to Congress on March 15, 
1965. Nearly five  months later, he signed 
it in to law after it passed House and 
Senate muster w ith only token opposi­
tion. mainly from lawmakers in states 
covered by Section 5.

Back then, anti-civ il rights extremists 
tried to use stalling tactics, m is in fo rm a­
tion and obfuscation to thw art that h is ­
to ric  act in the face o f bipartisan sup­
port. Those tactics ta iled then and I ’ m 
confident th e y 'll fa il again.

A small but determined group o f ex ­
trem ists is try ing  to stand in the way o f 
progress.

We urge Speaker Hastert to im m ed i­
ately schedule a floo r vole on the V o t­
ing Rights Act reauthorization because 
it is clear that it enjoys the support o f  a 
substantial m ajority  o f House law m ak­
ers and is like ly  to pass overw he lm ­
ing ly.

Marc H. Maria! is president and chief 
executive officer of the National Urban 
League.

Campaign Rap Song is a Winner Medicare Drug Scam Alert

‘Vote 4 Miss 
Angela’ 
catches on

(AP) —  An obscure can­
didate in adown-ticket Geor­
gia race is getting some much- 
needed attention from a rap 
campaign song that pummels 
voters w ith a simple, m ind- 
numbing lyric: "Vote 4 Miss 
Angela."

That's Angela Moore, a 
43-year-old medical person­
nel company owner making 
her first run for o ffice  in 
Georgia's Democratic p ri­
mary fo r secretary o f state.

She was re la tive ly  un­
known until hercampaign rap, 
written and performed by a 
12-year-old boy, began mak­
ing the rounds on the Internet. 
It has received 26,0(8) hits in 
first three weeks it's  been 
posted on hercampaign Web 
site.

"Even I get tired o f hear­
ing. ‘Vote fo r Miss Angela! 
Vole for Miss A nge la !" ’ she 
said, referring to the song's 
repetitive intro and chorus. 
“ But, you know what? It

Angela M oore (right) shares a laugh w ith rapper Keenan "P ootah" Mathews. 
She is crea ting  a p o lit ica l m usic buzz w ith h is "Vote 4 M iss Angela" campaign  
rap song in a race fo r Georgia Secretary o f State. (AP photo)

sticks in your head."
Moore asked now-13- 

year-old Keenan Mathews, 
who performs under the 
stage name Pootah, to 
record the song last year 
after she caught his act at 
a charity show in Atlanta.

"Make the right choice/ 
be heard w ith your voice," 
he raps in the song, before 
rhym ing "M iss Angela" 
w ith "sending out an SOS 
from here to Los Angeles."

The rap ends w ith a re­
peated chant o f "Vote or 
die" - a line borrowed from 
a 2(8)4 get-out-thc-vote 
campaign lead by rap pro­
ducer Sean "P. D iddy" 
Combs.

The song quickly be­
came an entertaining diver­
sion among Georgia po liti­
cal types - getting fo r­
warded ine-mailsandeven- 
tually cropping upon blogs 
including Wonkette.com. 
the Washington site that 
touts itse lf as "po litics for 
people w ith d irty m inds."

Political analysts say 
the song may be just the 
kind o f thing a relatively 
unknown candidate needs.

A n o the r consum er a lert has 
been issued regard ing a te le ­
phone so lic ita tio n  to defraud 
seniors and people w ith  d is ­
ab ilities.

The "2 9 9  R ing ”  scheme o f ­
fers M ed ica re  b e n e fic ia r ie s  
p rom is ing  a new p rescrip tion  
d rug  card fo r  a fla t fee o f  
$299, and requests bene fic ia ry  
bank account num bers that 
are then used to e le c tro n ica lly  
w ith d ra w  the money.

The Centers fo r M edicare 
&  M e d ic a id  S e rv ic e s  has 
learned that a new va ria tion

on the  schem e  re q u e s ts  
h ig h e r d o lla r  am ounts and 
p rom ises  a new  M e d ica re  
card, instead o f  a p rescrip ­
tion  drug plan.

The new M edicare  card o r 
p rescrip tion  d rug plan they 
c la im  to be se llin g  is not le ­
g itim a te .

"B y  ge tting  the message 
out to M edicare bene fic ia ries  
about how  they can avo id  
scams, w e 've  seen the num ­
ber o f  inc idents go dow n ,”  
sa id  C M S  A d m in is t r a to r  
M a rk  B. M cC le lla n .
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Sexual Predator Information Online
Oregon State Police have gone 

online w ith a new website which 
publishes inform ation regarding 
dangerous sex offenders in the state 
by zipcode and other geographical 
information.

The site was established in ac­
cordance with a new Oregon law to 
provide information such as name, 
address, physical descriptions, p ic­
tures and conditions o f release re­
garding high-risk offenders.

“ This is one o f many tools we 
need to keep our communities safe,”  
said Gov. Ted Kulongoski. " I t  is 
important to remember that most 
sexual offenders have never been 
convicted and are therefore not in 
this database. This is why it is im ­
perative for parents to be ever v ig i­
lant o f ourchildren and w ith whom 
they associate.”

There are approximately 7(8) reg­
istered sex offenders in Oregon who

are classified as predatory or sexu­
a lly  v io lent dangerous o ffend ­
ers. These offenders are required 
to register for life  under Oregon 
law.

Not all sex offenders are classi­

fied as "predatory," so not every 
person who has been convicted o f 
a sexual offense w ill be listed on the 
website.

The website can be accessed at 
sexoffenders.oregon.gov.

Advocate Joins OHSU Board
Roman D. Hernandez, a Port­

land a tto rney  w ith  Schwabe, 
W illiam son  &  W yatt, has been 
appointed to the Oregon Health 
&  Science U n ivers ity  Board o f 
D irectors by Oregon G ov. Ted 
Kulongoski.

Hernandez is the immediate 
past president o f  the board o f 
d irectors o f  the Portland H is 
panic Chamber and continues to 
serve on the chamber's board. 
He serves as regional president 
fo r the H ispanic National Bar 
Association fo r the Pacific N orth ­
west region.

In his legal w ork, he focuses 
on defending businesses in con­
nection w ith  em ploym ent-related 
claims.

H is law  career began in 1999 
when he clerked at Schwabe. 
P rior to law  schtxil. he served in 
the U nited States A ir  Force fo r

S E A S O N S
R K E T

A T  A R B O R  L O D G E

Roman D. Hernandez  

nearly five  years where he at­
tained the rank o f  captain. O ver 
the past several years. Hernandez 
has devoted many hours toward 
com m un ity  and c iv ic  in vo lve ­
ment.

Meet your P* Tarmaci 
Melinda But er

BIG THINGS 
COM£ IN 

SMAll PACKAGES

JULY

invite you and a guest to a 
special advance screening

LITTLE
MAN

WED., JULY 12 
7:00PM

Come catch “Little Man" on the 
big screen this summer!

Pick up a complimentary 
pass for two at 

I l t r  Pnrtlauh Olhsrrurr
4747 NE M.L.K Jr. Blvd 

Portland, OR 97211

Seats available on a lirst-come. 
first-served basis 

Limit one pass per person 
No purchase necessary 

No phone calls 
While supplies last

This film is rated PG-13 for crude 
and sexual humor throughout 

language and brief drug references

man OPENS NATIONWIDE JULY 14
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