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OPINION
Siege from Within

The assault on our government

BY Jiv HicHTowek
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They fly the flag of
‘privatization’ and their
goal is to take over our
public sector, essentially
eliminating it.
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It Back IMMENcemMent Ceremonies 2oimng on Designed to hold schools ac For vears, in some form or an

other, school svstems across the

country have routinely used stan
dardized tests. But, with the 2002
passage of No Child Left Behind
President Bush's
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sweeping educa
tion reform bill. the tests went from
being an assessment of student
progress (o, in many cases, being

the deciding tactor in whether or
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For students inunderfunded, i1.e.

poor, school districts, passing

these tests 1s next to impossible
I'hey are stuck in overcrowded
classrooms, with inadequate text
books and. possibly, have teach
ers that are uncertified in the sub
jects they are teaching. Add to that
any personal issues they may be
dealing with—poor test taking skills,
trouble at home, etc. — and the odds
are stacked against them

\I.il]_\ of those affected |‘_\ this
biased system are black. Data from
Cahifornia shows that only 63-per
centof Afnican-Amencan - and 68
percent of Hispanics - students

passed the state s graduation e xam,
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Dropping out of high school sen

PM tences black males tomenial jobs,
street-corner hustling, illicit ac

tivities, fathering children out of
wedlock, drugs.

gangs, prison,

and death activities that de
Sroy our commumues

Whether it 1s to establish a ca

reer or start a family, these students
need a high school diploma and a
college degree to succeed in the
21st century. The lack of a quality
education leads to the destruction
of the black family and causes the
social and economic fabric of the

black community to unravel. This

Unfair to Students

while 90-percent of white students
passed. The picture around the rest
of the country is not much differ
ent. As high stakes tests increase
in popularity, the dropout rate in
Creascs

Many students feel it's simply
not worth their time to struggle
through their courses only to have
their future determined by a few
hours of testing

According to a study released
last year, many educators admit to
having actually stopped teaching
subject areas that weren’t going to
be on the standardized tests. In
stead, they “teach to the test” and
focus on the material and formats of
those exams. Critical thinking skills
aren’t used and real learning
doesn’t take |‘l.l\ ¢

Study after study has shown
that American students leave high
school unprepared to compete in a
tast-changing global economy:;
whether they go onto college or go
straight into the workforce, these
students are destined to struggle

It 1s impractical to base a
student’s future on one element of
the educational experience

We owe it to our students to
provide them with a fair, unbiased
educational system. School reform
is needed. but high stakes tests
aren’t the way to change schools
for the better. Legislators need to
address this before we begin to
lose more of our students

Tudee Gree Mathis is national
vice president of Rainbow PUSH
and a national board member of
the Southern Christian Leadership

Conference

Solution to Schools Crisis

unnatural disaster and national dis
grace has received little response
from the U.S
black community and is largely 1g

covernment or the

nored by the media. foundations
faith-based organizations
and other institutions,
I'he Black Star Project
strongly encourages goy
ernment, community
groups and school districts
across the country to de
clare thisthe emergency that
it 1s and work in concert to
remedy this situation
T'he answer is simple: Getinto
action with workable solutions
We canno longer afford to blame
others for our problems and wait
for others to give us solutions
We must act now while this prob
lem 1s still solvable because in a
few years it will not be
Forinformationon the “ 10 Solu
tions” compiled by The Black Star
Project. Pleasecall 312-842-3527 or
visit www blackstarproject.org,
Phillip Jackson of Chicago is
executive director of the Black Star
Project
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