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i years into ownership of this
~ car. However, the same can
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BMWs 750i and
Mercedes’ 5550 are the two
pinnacles of German auto-
motive engineering, That

they are both endowed with
and luxury, It is however, L i
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these cars?
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My response to that is for
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preuty much whatever you
want to do behind the '
wheel. Eumpean manufac-
turers long ago established
the fact that a car has to
do more than demonstrate
competence in a straight
line, It has to have excellent
dynamics when the art of
dnvmg hcnomu an m
Loo.

In the BMW 7503, yuu
can attack nearly any cir-
cumstance with ease, just
drive right into the situation
and “git ‘er done”. In the
Mercedes, you can attack
too - after you've paused
to select the sport setting

~for the adjustable suspen-
_sion system, switched on

the active bolstering in the

~ seats, made sure the ESP is

properly set...and etc...etc....
That the BMW goes on
to provide palatial accom-
modations and a comfort-
able ride to accompany its
stellar dynamic capabilities
is for me, what a German
luxury sedan should be all
about. When you wish to
be thoroughly engaged,
there should be superla-
tive execution at your beck
and call, without having to
adjust anything. And when
you're just going down the
road, the car should fade
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into the background.

~ (when compared to the

The 8550 relies heavily
on driver-selected electronic
aids to provide its over the
road competence, where dl
BMW is more “just hop in
and drive” in its approach,
Ultimately, the overall
quality of the 2007 8550

750i) is well, soft. In'terms
of driving dynamics, in the:
8550, we have a car that is
working hard to occupy the

make it happen, :

Bottom line, the BMW
7501 and the Mercedes
5550 - while technically
i the same category, are
really aimed at two very
different drivers. If they
were movie stars, the 750i
would be the “action hero”,
while the §550 captures the
“matinee idol” role.

Like Jackie Chan, the
BMW does all its own
stunts, while the Mercedes,
like Denzel Washington,
captivates with its sophis-
ticated good looks and
charming mannerisms.

Yes, both do really well
at the box office, but you'll
definitely find a different set
of fans out in front of the

theater. §
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2007 MERCEDES-BENZ S550

$86,175
§.5-liter, 32-vaive V-8
382 @ 6,000 rpm
391 @ 2,800 rpm
Seven-speed automatic
Front engine / Rear-wheel drive
16 city / 24 highway

2006 BMW 750i
$71,800
5.0-liter, 32-valve V-8
360 @ 6,300 rpm

360 @ 3,400 rpm

Six-speed automatic
Front engine / Rear-wheel drive
17 city / 25 highway
5.8 seconds




