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Girlfriend Becomes Victim in Triple Murder
Sen. Carter’s adopted 
granddaughter killed

P o r tla n d  te e n  M a ris sa  
M anw arren, the adopted grand­
d a u g h te r  o f  S en . M arg a re t 
Carter, a longtim e local African 
A m erican  leader, w as found 
dead o f  a gunshot wound, her 
body left near Beverly Beach 
S tate Park in Newport.

I, appears that M anw arren, 
17, knew Shawn Ryan W omack, 
21 and was the boyfriend of 
C evelino  C apuia, 19, two men 
arrested last week and charged 
w ith aggravated m urder for two 
robberies and tw o deaths in outer

cialized frequently on M ySpace, 
a public profile m essage board. 
The night before C apuia was 
arrested, M anw arren posted a 
m essage on C ap u ia 's  website. 
The O regonian new spaper re­
ported.

“ I’m lucky to have a person 
like you in my life, but you just 
need to  think about your ac­
tio n s ,” she w rote. “ B ecause 
som etim es yo u r ac tions can 
cause  you to get in bigggg 
trouble, if you know  what I 
m ean .”

M arissa Manwarren

C apu ia  portrayed  h im se lf as 
som eone searching for “G od­
seeking people." He quotes re­
peatedly from  the New T esta­
m ent, saying, “To G od be the 
g lory." He wrote that teaching 
the B ible "B efore you leave 
Earth!” is the responsibility o f 
everyone.

C arter, in an interview  with 
K G W -T V , sa id  M an w arren

was a “young w om an w ho was 
having a hard time, but she was 
trying to get it together.”

S he  sa id  th e  a l le g a tio n s  
against C apuia  com e as "shock­
ing new s to us."

W om ack and Lesniak were 
p a rt- tim e  s tu d e n ts  at L inn- 
Benton C om m unity College.

C o lle g e  s p o k e s w o m a n  
M a rle n e  P ro p s t to ld  th e

(C orvallis) G azette-T im es that 
b o th  w ere  in v o lv e d  in the 
c o l le g e 's  S tu d e n t L ife  and  
Leadership office.

“Jasm in was on the program ­
m ing board ,” she said. "Shaw n 
was a student am bassador. He 
helped plan activities and give 
tours on cam pus.”

Associated Press contrib­
uted to this story.
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Cevelino Capuia

Lt. Ed B rum field o f the Port­
land hom icide unit would not 
say  if  in v e s tig a to rs  su sp ec t 
W om ack killed M anw arren in a 
third m urder, only that Capuia 
likely was in custody at the time 
o f  her death.

M anw arren had lived in fos­
ter hom es for years before be­
com ing a surrogate granddaugh­
ter to C arter w ho said she had 
not seen the teenager for three 
w eeks p rio r to her m urder and 
that no m issing person report 
was made.

“ I’m very saddened by this 
w hole situation ," C arter said. 
“They (M anw arren and Capuia) 
w ere doing pretty good.”

An Internet w ebsite show s 
that C apuia and M anw arren so-

Shawn Womak

arrested about tw o w eeks after 
police launched a statewide hunt 
for the vehicles o f  the slain vic­
tims. Both w ere killed in or 
around an adult business and 
their cars, late model Hondas, 
w ere taken, police said.

Chai Taphom  was found shot 
m ultiple tim es May 13, police 
sa id . O n M ay 28, M ichael 
Burchett w as gunned down.

A cting police C h ief Rosie 
S izer said the suspects were 
linked to both killings by ballistic 
evidence.

W om ack 's  girlfriend. Jasm in 
Cooke Lesniak, 22, was also 
charged with hindering prosecu­
tion and unlaw ful use o f  a m otor 
vehicle.

O n his M ySpace account.
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John Edwards to Address 
Lawmakers Conference
The Honorable John Edwards 

will open Portland’s National 
O rganization o f  Black Elected 
L egisla tive W o m en 's  annual 
conference, Thursday, June 29 
through Sunday, July 2 at the 
L loyd C en ter D oubletree H o­
tel.

Edw ards, a 2(X)4 candidate 
for Vice President o f  the United 
S tates, fo rm er U. S. Senator 
from  North C arolina and cu r­
rent D irector o f  the C enter on 
Poverty, W ork and O pportunity 
at the U niversity o f  North Caro­
lina at C hapel Hill, will serve as 
keynote speaker at the 21” an­
n u a l le g is la tiv e  c o n fe re n ce  
b reakfast.

The breakfast ushers in the 
three-day event, open to the 
public and featuring speakers 
and w orkshops surrounding the 
topics o f  em ergency prepared­
ness, health, education, trans­
portation. energy and economic- 
developm ent.

T ickets to  the breakfast fea-

John Edwards

turing Edw ards are $25. A d­
m ission is included in the full 
c o n fe re n c e  p a c k a g e . A 
dow nloadable registration form 
is  a v a i la b le  at
w w w .nobelpdx.org .

A dditional event information 
is available on the conference 
hotline at 50 3 -9 8 6 -1655.

Explorando el Columbia Slough
The nature and history o f the 

Columbia Slough W atershed will 
be celebrated  during the fifth 
annual Explorando El Colum bia 
Slough on Saturday June 24, 
from I p.m. to 5 p.m. at W hitaker 
Ponds Environm ental Learning 
C en ter a, 7040 N.E. 47,h Ave.

Explorando is tailored to the 
H isp a n ic  c o m m u n ity , w ith  
events and activities being o f­
fered in both Spanish and En-

glish.
H ighlights will includecanoe 

trips, m usic, bird w atching, en ­
vironmental games and displays, 
folkloric dancing, refreshm ents 
and more. G uests will also re­
ceive a recreation guide to the 
Colum bia Slough, which fea­
tures ou tdoor locales for bicycle 
riding, w alking, paddling, and 
picnicking w ithin the Slough 
w atershed .
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