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Gun Dealers SE" I"C{,dl Weapons New York City investigators prove racket

BY JUpGE GREG MATHIS Accor Kansas worked tirelessly to add ons that make it onto urban streets.
New York City investigators reports, investiga Hy][/f an {)/)/)(}’I{’]l, LN provisions to a Bureau of Alcohol,  All of these cases were eventually
made illegal gun purchases in 5 tors wearning hid lobacco and Firearm’s bill; ensur-  rejected. With an opponent as pow-
states from 15 eundealers as partof  den cameras made I)()H(’]ff’/ ({'\ ,/?(, /VR/I\ ing the ATF could no longer pro- erful asthe NRA pulling the strings,
an undercover investigation. The straw purchase Ty . vide information from its gun sales  individual cities are hard pressedto
two-month long sting was part of a  anillegal purchase I)“‘//{A”'q ,/!() \{.’ Illlgjs. databank to the public and that the win this battle.
calculated and unique campaign to in which an indi . - . 42 : ¥ data could not be used as evidence Over 300,000 Americans are in-
cutdown the numberofillegal guns  vidual provides {;)(/f" ](!f’({/ ( f’l(’\ are /I(l}(/ in court. A crime gun trace follows jured or killed during gun-related
that make it into the city their name for the . . the sales history of the gun, from crimes each year. In the African-
. v O ] v y 5 ; .
Officials say this is the firsttime  legally mandated /)" €5 \(’(/ r() n [’I [/I!S /)((I,/( B manufacturer, to the dealer and, Americancommunity, gun violence

such an operation has been carried  background check finally, to the first buyer. In the isapressingconcern: the gundeath

out on such a large scale. Federal fora gun that will cle iked toover S00¢crimes in [t seems that such investigations  past, this information has helped rate forblacksistwice thatof whites.
officials should take note and fol- someone else. The purchases were  New York City;eachdealermadean  may be one of the last remaining law enforcement and community A collective 1nvestigation,
low suit. by leading the way on made in Georgia. Ohio, Pennsylva-  illegal gun sale during the sting. The  ways to fight gun violence in this  groups identify the close relation- headed by the federal government,
similar investigations around the nia. SouthCarolinaand Virginia. Each -~ city will use thisevidence inalawsuit — country. The National Rifle Asso-  ship between the gun industry and is needed to put an end to these
country of the dealers previously sold guns against those dealers ciation, one of the most powerful the illegal gun market senseless crimes. With enough

lobbies in this country, has made it Recently, RepublicanRep. Lamar  evidence in hand, the federal gov-

virtually impossible for guncontrol ~ Smith of Texas introduced legisla-  ernment could then begin to crack

advocates to combat gun-related tion that would make those provi-  down on these rogue retailers and,

crimes. The NRA’s allies include sions permanent ultimately, make adentin the num-
numerous elected officials, all of Other cities have tried suing gun  ber of guns that make it onto our
whom have received generous fi- manufacturers, dealers and dis- streets

nancial support from the organiza-  tributors: Chicago, Detroitand Gary, Judge Greg Mathis is national
tion. In return, these congressmen  Ind. have all filed lawsuits — for vice president of Rainbow PUSH
promote legislation that protects hundreds of millions of dollars and a national board member of
the nation’s gun dealers claiming that the gun dealers con-  the Southern Christian Leadership

Republican Rep. Todd Tiahrt of  tribute to the flow of illegal weap-  Conference.

While I Was Sleeping

OHSU doctors are virtually unaccountable

representation. That’s [It's our contention that these doc-

—

BY KEN ACKERMAN
It was supposed when Ireceived anotherbig  tors shouldn't be able to hide be-
surprise hind any kind of public protection.

One well respected Port It took months of physical
I phn)

tobe a45-minute day
surgery. “Dime a
dozen,” my doctor land lawyer told me IThad a  therapy before I finally regained
said. When the an

esthesiaworeoff,1'd

case, but he wouldn’'t rep-  mostof my mobility. However, over
resent me because | had the next two years, reality setin. |
go home the surgery at OHSU. Doc-  would live the restof my life in pain
Several weeks

earlier, 1 had been

torsat OHSU claim protec-  and with limited use of my right
tion under the Oregon Tort  hand. I can’topen a jar of baby food

playing tenmis when Claims Act, alaw designed for my young son. | will never be

I feltasharppaininmy neck. [called tolimitliability for public agencies. able to put on a glove and play

the head of neurosurgery at OHSU  If you file a medical malpractice catch with my son or teach him

who referred me to a doctor on his  claimagainstan OHSU doctor, you many of the things my father taught

staff. We met and decided I would  are limitedtoamaximumof$200,000  me

undergo a procedure designed to in damages. The cost, I learned, of My trial is set for this coming

reduce spinal nerve pressure preparing a malpractice claim for August. A jury will decide if the
Following the early morning

operation | woke up 1n a hospital [) - / Yy~ { 4 T/ ) s./z()(.k ()f.

R et L b aralyzed? The . )

there. It was dark outside. Night / > 2 / " s / pe } [ y

time. | was supposed to be home ’( (1} I’I(q f Z(lr ttf ()’( "’t (l.s ()’1 -\'

Yet, here [ was }Ii\llL\'liil|‘]l\|'lih;"

oy fends nd iy were were. S[IGNELY more shocking than

my mother was crying. My doctor

announced, “We think the swell [h(} ”()”‘S [ ,‘()(-ei‘!()([ (l.f‘é)‘,v

ing in your neck is the cause of your

paralysis.” Y )k v [ 3 o “
Paralyzed? The shock of hearing WEEKS (lt( r %

that word was only shghtly more

shocking than the news I received trial is too great and doesn’t pencil  OHSU Medical Group doctors are

a few weeks later. A friend told me  out with the limits in place. Inother  public agents or private business-
that an acquaintance of his was in  words, I discovered, OHSU doc men. If jurors rule in our favor, it will
the operating room during my sur-  tors are virtually unaccountable open the door for many others to
gery and had witnessed a second | was eventually able to find an  get the most basic of questions

year resident perform most of the attorney who believed that, with answered like, “Who operated on
procedure. | had put my faith and the right approach, we could make me?" Just the first of many ques-
trust in one doctor. 1 had gone a difference. We filed suit against tions a victim has a right to know
under the anesthesia with the un- the OHSU Medical Group, which  when a routine day surgery turns
derstanding that the physician I the doctors established in 1998 for into a lifelong disability

had selected would be performing the express purpose of separating Ken Ackerman is a former Port-

my surgery, | begantolook forlegal  themselves from OHSU Hospital. land television anchor




