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Driving
While

Black
No relief from 
racial profiling

photo by Isaiah Boijie/T he Portland O bserver
An African American man is handcuffed and questioned at the Rose Quarter Transit Center Thursday by Port
land Police shortly before being released.

D riv in g  W h ile  
B lack  is a m ock 
charge many people 
o f color use to de
scribe the likelihood 
o f being involved in 
a tra ffic  strop.

Now a perception 
o f un fa ir law en
forcement has just 
been reinforced by 
aPortland Police Bu
reau re p o rt tha t 
shows b lack and 
Latino drivers are 
pulled over 2.4 times 
more than whites.

Although the data doesn’ t prove 
blatant racism w ith in  the police force, 
the higher number o f stops fo r people 
o f color, considering they make up a 
smaller percentage o f the population, 
strongly suggest a racial disparity.

For example, whites make up 79 
percent o f the c ity ’s population and 
account for 54,218, or 68 percent o f all 
stops. Blacks make up 6 percent o f the 
population and account fo r 10,702 or 
27 percent o f police stops. Latinos 
also make up 6 percent o f the popula
tion and account for 6 .801 or 9 percent 
o f all stops.

The 2004-05 report also shows that 
the African Americans and Latinos 
were more like ly  to be searched when 
stopped. About 27 percent or 2,933 
A frican Americans and 26 percent or 
1,750 Latinos were searched, more 
than twice the percentage o f whites.

W hat’ s more, police were more

Acting Chief Rosie Sizer

I ikely to discover drugs or contraband whi le 
searching white drivers: drugs were found 
on 131 or 4 percent o f A frican American 
drivers, 64 or4 percent o f Latino drivers, and 
392 or 6 percent o f white drivers.

Blacks make up 6 percent of the 
population and account for 10,702 
or 27 percent o f police stops.

African Americans were more I ikely to be 
stopped than whites in each o f the Police 
Bureau's five precincts. Latinos were more 
like ly  to be stopped than whites in four o f the 
five precincts.

A c tin g  C h ie f Rosie S izer said the 
overrepresentation o f both blacks and 
Latinos in Portland police tra ffic  stops are o f 
concern and should i r is ;  questions among 
officers as to what’ s causing the racial dis

parity.
She said many factors could be at play. 

She asked that officers and community mem
bers find ways to work together to counter 
distrust. She also encouraged officers to

respectful ly explain the reasons fo r traffic 
stops whenever they make them.

" I believe we must reinvigorate our 
efforts to build relationships w ith in the 
comm unity, particularly communities o f 
color,”  Sizer wrote in an internal memo 
distributed May 23 to officers, the day 
before the data was made public.

The Portland Police Bureau began data 
collection in 2001 under fonnerChief Mark 
Kroeker, who formed a Blue Ribbon Panel 
on Racial Profiling to address concerns 
that officers disproportionately target m i
norities.

The information on stops was meant to 
be reviewed and released quarterly to help 
police administrators and the community 
determine whether the stops are in flu 
enced by racial bias.

The Independent Police Review has

continued on page A6

PDC
Hostility
City agency 

defends against 
discrimination
Tw o A frican Americans at the Port

land Development Commission have 
tiled formal complaints that accuse a 
PDC executive o f racial discrim ination 
and allege a pattern o f discrim ination at 
the c ity  agency.

Tyrone Henry, a formercontract com
pliance manager, and Christina Cain, a 
senior executive assistant, say executive 
officer Lori Sundström retaliated against 
them after they put their names on a 
memooffering ideas toimprove the PDC’s 
treatment o f m inority employees.

Also, Rita McCain-W alker, an A fr i
can American and PDC’s home owner- 
shipcoordinator, recently resigned. She 
said she left in part because o f the 
“ removal o f African American employ
ees from this organization”

Henry's lawsuit, filed May 16 in fed
eral court, claims that "there is a pattern 
and practice o f racial discrim ination at 
PDC”  and that he was w rongfu lly  fired 
in March.

He says Sundström micromanaged 
and harassed him after becoming his 
direct supervisor last fall. The lawsuit 
names the PDC, Sundström and execu
tive director Bruce Warner as defen
dants.

Cain filed a complaint w ith the O r
egon Bureau o f Labor and Industries 
on the same day, making sim ilar allega
tions.

According to the complaint, she says 
she previously received positive job  
reviews but was unjustly criticized by 
Sundström when she told her “ You 
should be happy to still be making the 
same amount o f money here."

Elissa Gertler, PDC spokeswoman, 
refused to respond to the complaints, 
saying the agency doesn't talk about 
lending lawsuits or personnel matters.

Henry said PDC executives haven’ t 
lddressed complaints by m inority em
ployees.

“ There is a double standard on the 
vay people o f co lor are treated," Henry 
¡aid.

Frederick in Runoff for Commission Seat
Only minority 
candidate in 

Portland
by Sarah Bi.ount 
T he Portland O bserver

Now that the primaries are be
hind us and the remaining candi
dates prepare fo r a November run
o ff, one thing is clear this election 
season: Portland can expect most 
o f our leaders to remain white and 
male.

as County Board o f Commission 
Chair to Ted Wheeler; and Ginny 
Burdick, Amanda Fritz and Lucinda 
Tate failed to oust incumbents Erik 
Sten and Dan Saltzman on the all- 
white male C ity Council.

This leaves only Lew Frederick, 
in a race fo r a district two seat on the 
county board, as the only m inority 
candidate left running fo r top posi
tions in both c ity  and county gov
ernment.

Frederick, who is on leave as a 
spokesman fo r Portland Public 
Schools, faces the runoff against 
Je ff Cogen, c h ie f o f  s ta ff fo r

Week in 
Thc Review

CIA Nominee Wins Vote
Gen. M ichael Hayden 
moved a step closer 
to  b e c o m in g  the 
n a tio n 's  2()th C IA  
c h ie f Tuesday. Thc 
Senate In te llig e n c e  
C o m m itte e  re c o m 
mended confirm ation,
12-3, w ith  ju s t Ron 
W yden. D -O re. and 
tw o other Democrats
voting against the Bush nominee.

Osama Backs Up Moussaoui
Osama bin Laden said Zacarias

Gen. Michael 
Hayden

Lew Frederick

Moussaoui, the on ly person con
victed in a U.S. court fo r the 
Sept. 11 attacks, had nothing to 
do w ith  the operations, accord
ing to a W eb site audiotape re

leased on Tuesday.

Trojan Tower 
Demolished
T he  c o o lin g  to w e r 
from  the decom m is
sioned Trojan nuclear 
power plant collapsed 
in on its e lf Sunday in a 
cloud o f dust and f ly 
ing debris as it is im 
ploded northw est o f

Portland near Rainier. Portland 
General E lectric stores radioac
tive  fuel rods from  the defunct

Saltzman.
I f  Frederick wins the seat, he 'll 

be the first African American city or 
county commissioner in over a de
cade, but fo r him. the principle con
cerns before our c ity and county 
transcend race and gender.

Frederick is focusing on three 
issues: health care, disaster pre
paredness and after-school pro
grams.

"There are basic things people 
want, and I ' l l  bring visions o f di ffer- 
ent groups in Portland to the County 
Commission," he said.

Frederick's success in the pri-

plant on another part o f  the site.
See story, page A6.

Veterans ID Stolen
Thieves took sensitive  personal 
in fo rm a tion  o f 26.5 m ill io n  U.S. 
veterans, in c lu d in g  S ocia l Se-

Trojan Tower

inary may be a resu lt o f  his 
grassroots approach in the com
munity, two decades in the making. 
He's got his share o f high-profile 
endorsements, but doesn’ t come 
close to matching Cogen’ s cam
paign spending.

“ We d idn 't have the money, but 
we targeted the passion," he said.

The long-time northeast Port
land resident has a laundry list o f 
former occupations, including tele
vision reporter, teacher and actor. 
When Frederick talks about d iver
sity, he doesn't just speak in terms 
o f race. When he outlines his

c u r ity  num bers and b irth  dates, 
a fte r a Veterans A ffa irs  em 
ployee im p ro p e rly  brought the 
m ateria l home, the governm ent 
said M onday.

Bribery Charge Disputed
A  congressm an under in 
ves tiga tion  fo r b rib e ry  said 
M onday he w o u ld  not re
sign in thc face o f  a llega 
tions  that he was v id e o 
taped accepting $ I (Ml,(MM) 
from  an in fo rm a n t, te llin g  
reporters, “ There are ce r
ta in ly  tw o  sides to  th is
s to ry ."  M eanw h ile , D em ocra tic  
Rep. W ill ia m  Je ffe rson, ca lled  
an F B I search o f  his C a p ito l 
o f f ic e  “ an ou trageous in t ru 

agenda, he doesn’ t narrow it to 
anyone demographic. When asked 
to comment about m inorities, he 
refuses to be pinned down.

Referring to issues he' II address: 
“ I ’ m including African Americans, 
and elderly people out o f their 
homes, fourth graders w ith parents 
who can't afford to feed them, and 
18-34 yearolds trying toget into the 
middle class but aren't being o f
fered benefit packages."

"These are the issues that reso
nate," he said.

continued on paf>e A6

Rep. William 
Jefferson

s io n ."  See story, page A2.

Hurricane Warnings
The next A tlan tic  hurricane sea- 
son could produce up to 16 named 

storm s, s ix  o f  
them major hur
r ic a n e s , s u g 
gesting another 
active  year o f  
d e v a s t a t in g  
sto rm s, sc ien 
tists said M on 
day. Some parts 
o f  the  G u l f  
Coast are only

starling to rebuild  from  H u rri
cane Katrina, the worst o f  last 
year's record 28 named storms, 
15 o f w h ich  were hurricanes.
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