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Terry Porter Builds Plan to Buy Trail Blazers
To meet with mayor 

and investors
( A P ) —  Form er Portland T ra il B lazer 

guard Terry Porter is round ing potentia l 
investors interested in buying the Port
land T ra il Blazers and the Rose Garden 
Arena.

He arrived in Portland Tuesday w ill 
meet w ith  M ayo r Ton, Potter W ednesday.

O w ner Paul A lle n  said he has com e to 
terms w ith  selling the troubled team, which 
has the worst record th is season in the 
N B A  and w h ich , he says, has been cost
ing h im  m u ltip le  m illio ns  o f  dollars to keep 
afloat.

“ I ’ ve com e to  terms w ith  it , "  he to ld  a

Terry Porter

reporter from  the Oregonian during agame 
in Los Angeles Friday.

A lle n , a co-founder o f  M ic ro so ft and 
one o f  the w orlds richest men, has lobbied

fo r pub lic  funding fo r the team but hasn't 
found it in a c ity  and state that are strapped 
fo r  cash.

He said there are several scenarios that 
m ight un fo ld , and that he doesn’ t know  
yet how it w i l l  turn out.

He said any decision lik e ly  w ou ld  be 
before the June 28 draft. He deflected 
questions on what the asking price m ight 
be.

Porter, w ho was one o f  the more popu
la r players in the franchise, played fo r 
Portland 10 years beginning in 1985 and 
la ter coached the M ilw aukee  Bucks fo r 
tw o  years. They fired h im  at the end o f  last 
season. He also was an assistant coach fo r 
a season fo r the Sacramento K ings.

Porter s till holds some Portland fran-

chise records. His tim e w ith  the Blazers 
included the I990and 1992 seasons, when 
the team got to the N B A  finals. They won 
the ir o n ly  cham pionship in 1976-1977.

He said he w il l  meet w ith  wealthy pros
pects about a team purchase. Some o f  the 
richer Oregonians, inc lud ing N ike  C h a ir
man Phil K n igh t already have said they 
want no part o f  it. But fo rm er B lazer and 
Portland native Damon Stoudam ire has 
also expressed an interest in becom ing a 
co-ow ner o f  the team.

Porter said his group already has $100 
m illio n  in debt fitnancing Iined up but would 
not say how much they hope to raise, or 
from  whom.

Porter said he also w il l  approach other 
form er Blazers.

Paul Swangard. d irec to r o f  the W arsaw 
Sports M arke ting  Center at the U n ive rs ity  
o f O regon said the problem  is a re la tive ly  
sm all pool o f  very rich  prospects in the 
Portland area, a pool that gets sm aller 
when those w ho d o n 't much care about 
N B A  basketball are w innow ed out.

“ T here 's  probably money. There ’ s jus, 
a question o f  whether the m oney’ s there 
fo r  basketba ll," he said.

N B A  C om m issioner David Stem has 
said the franchise and the Rose Garden are 
w orth  at least $300 m illio n .

Andy Brim m er, a spokesman fo r A lle n ’ s 
p r iv a te ly  he ld  inves tm en t com pany, 
V u lcan C apita l, said the group is "open to 
any reasonable option that w ou ld  f ix  the 
broken econom ic m ix le l."

Booklover's Paradise
Wordstock celebration this weekend SAFEW AY©Ingredients for lifeW hen Brow n was 11 her 

m other died, and she was 
put in to  foster care where 
she was forced to make the 
choices o f  drug use and 
p ro s titu tion , before run 
n ing away and becom ing a 
gang m em ber by age 13. 
B row n had become what 
she ca lls a trashcan ju n k ie , 
using any drug she cou ld 
get, un til something clicked 
one day 17 years ago. L iv 
ing w ithou t a home and 
sleeping at rock bottom , 
B ro w n  w as le a v in g  a 

dum pster she had occupied fo r the past 
to u r days, and passed a plate glass w in 
dow. H er re flec tion  stopped her in her 
tracks; what she saw was a dy ing  person, 
and she wasn’ t ready to  die.

The rest o f  her story is an 
uph ill c lim b  to rehabilita tion, 
relapse and a fina l trium ph.

Shortly  a fte r she was con
v inced to share her past w ith  
o th e rs , the requests  fo r  
s p e a k in g  e n g a g e m e n ts  
poured in, and B row n even
tu a lly  penned her s to ry  
w h ich was released early this 
year.

U n fo rtuna te ly  around the 
same tim e, fe llo w  au thor 
James Frey was p u b lic ly  

busted fo r  his m em oir “ A  M il lio n  L itt le  
Pieces" -  fo r  having re lied more on fa b ri
cation than fuzzy  m em ory.

B row n says she spent years ly in g  about 
her past because o f  shame; she doesn't 
want F rey’ s reputation to  ta in t the accu
racy o f  exactly  what she endured.

“ I w ro te the book as i f  no one was going 
to read it ,”  she said. "W ha t I find  is that 
people w ho have struggled o r w orked in 
law enforcem ent o rc h ik l protection know  
th is s tu ff is real. O n ly  those that live  in 
fantasyland tend to doub t.”

She said some o f  her m em ories stayed 
sharp, through repeated attempts to d rink  
herself in to  fo rge tting . O ther memories 

w eren’ t so strong, so she 
went to fa m ily  and her spon
sor from  the beginning o f  her 
recovery, V en ita  Ray.

“ I 'd  go  back to  o th e r 
peop le 's m em ory,"she  said. 
“ I f  they were com ple te ly d if 
ferent I d id n 't  use it, because 
I fe lt I w ou ld  be te lling  the ir 
story, not m ine.”

MarcAcito

by Sarah Blount
The Portland Observer

T h o u sa n d s  o f  b o o k 
worm s, w rite rs and teach
ers are expected to attend 
P o r t la n d ’ s A n n u a l 
W ord s to ck  F es tiva l th is  
weekend, A p r il 21 through 
23 at the O regon Conven
tion  Center. Th is year's fes
tiv a l features readings by 
bestselling authors, poets 
an iA iorthwest w rite rs, pan

els, workshops fo r  w rite rs 
and teachers, dinners w ith  
authors, a tw o-day book
fair, chi Idren’s activities, food, music, cook
ing dem onstrations and more.

For a complete list o f  authors and events, 
v is it w w w .w ordsU K .kfestiva l.com  o r ca ll 
503-546-1013. Some featured authors w ill 
include:

Marc Acito
M arc A c ito  is a New Jer

sey boy w ho has th rived by 
w r itin g  in ra iny in Portland 
fo r  the past 16 years. A c ito  
snagged the 2005 O regon 
B ook Aw ards Ken Kesey 
A w ard  fo r  his novel “ H ow  I 
Paid ForCollege (A  Novel o f  
Sex, T heft &  M usica l The
a te r)." I t ’ s a hum orous tale 
o f  teen larceny, embezzle
ment, b lackm a il, ID  theft,
fraud, m oney laundering and a litt le  b it o f  
p rostitu tion . A c ito  calls it his love le tter to 
every m is fit k id  w ho ever d id  high school 
plays.

How did you pay for college?
M y  father. 1 d o n 't have any salacious 

stories.
A s a w rite r, especially one w ho has won 

the O regon Book A w ard, is it okay to read 
g u ilty  pleasures, like  The Da V in c i Code?

Because [m y w ritin g  | is in the m iddle o f 
lite ra ry  and genre, I personally d o n 't have 
that hang-up about adm itting  g u ilty  plea
sures. I ’ m very fond o f  a irpo rt re a d s ...if 
you can te ll a good story tha t’ s what 
everyone is lo ok in g  for.

Which authors are you 
excited to see?

Joyce C a rro ll Oats and 
Dave Eggers, these are huge 
superstar names in the lite r
ary w o rld . As a neophyte 
author i t ’ s both fla tte ring  to 
be included but daunting, 
g iven  the lite ra ry  heavy
weights.

Do you feel like a celeb
rity?

It was last year when I fe lt 
areal sh ift in how I operate in 
public. W hen it comes to 
ce leb rity , I ’ m absolute bo t
tom  o f  the food chain. I rem em ber some
one running up I t )  ta lk  to me at W ordstock 
last year, and it 's  been d if ferent ever since.

What is your favorite local publica
tion?

Just O ut -  I w rote a co lum n there fo r 
fo u r years. It started m y w ritin g  career.

W hat ’syour favorite local spot (ogive 
props to?

R im sky Korsakoffee House. I t ’ s au
then tica lly  eccentric. They do n ’ t try  to be 
w e ird , they ju s t are. Sometimes I bring 
w ork, sometimes I w a it tables.

Colson Whitehead

Cupcake Brown
Cupcake B row n has on ly 

w ritten  one book, a m em oir 
titled  “ Piece o f  C ake", and 
she doesn’ t have plans to 
w rite  another between her 
g igs as an attorney in San 
Francisco and m otiva tiona l 
speaker w ho travels across 
the country.

“ Piece o f  C ake" packs a punch 
rem arkable story starts at b irth , when her 
m other requested a cupcake before pass
ing out, p rom pting  the confused nurse to 
register that as her daughter’ s name.

Rancher's Reserve 
Angus Reel Bottom 
Round Roast
Boneless.
SAVE up to $ 2 .0 0  lb

B o n e le s s  W h o le  
P o rk  L o in
Sold whole in the bag
SAVE up to $4 00 lb

ÛQ C aptain ’s Choice 
Raw  Shrim p
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autchers Cut
CkKktR Thighs or Oranstkts
Fresh Grade A
SAVE up Io $1 02 lb

W h o le
C a n ta lo u p e s
Large size
SAVE up to 61 e lb

Large Hass 
Avocados
Club Pnce $100 ea
SAVE up Io 791 io

r n l r r  Safeway SELECTrRhfc Medle»s4 9 10 5 Í  .7 rack.lpr 
St eeled varieties

C IV »  TOÆf SAVE up lo SZ 19 on 2

R A N C H E R S
f f i j w / t e

So good, you can’t stop 
thinking about them!

Made fresh to order with Primo Taglio M eat and Cheese on Artisan bread.

F ^7o
Lucerne Shredded 
or Chunk Cheese
6 lo 8o?
Selected varieties 
Club Pr .Ce S2 00 ea
SAVE op le S2 97 tn 3

General Mills Cereal
12 to 16 8-07 
Selected varieties 
Club Price $2 00 ea
SAVE up Ip SS 30 on 2

98 Dairy Glen 
Milk
Gabon Whcle 2%  
1% or Fat Free
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buy one, get one Nabisco 
E D  C F Oreo or Nutter * IVJDlu Butter Cookies
M M M o e tifw a  M U I  M ill I 5 t o 1 8 o z

m  i«  tMift Sele-.led v.i -ties 0.1» n r «  SAVE up Io $3 99 on ?
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Colson Whitehead
B ro o k ly n  a u th o rC o lso n  

W hitehead has w ritte n  fou r 
novels, and h is th ird , "John 
H e n ry  D ays”  was a f in a lis t

to r  the N a tio n a l B ook C r it ic s  C irc le  
A w a rd  and the P u litz e r Prize.

H is novel latest novel “ Apex Hides the 
H u rt" , released last m onth, is a s ligh tly  
satirica l tale that begs the question w hat's  
in a name?

W hitehead has created the M id w e s t
ern tow n  o f  W in th ro p , o r ig in a lly  named 
“ F re e d o m " by ex -s lave s  d u r in g  the 
1880s. The to w n  su ffe rs  an id e n tity  c r i 
sis, and its  c o u n c il ca lls  on the p ro ta go 
n is t, a lo c a l bo y  tu rn e d  “ c o rp o ra te  
na m er" w h o  re turns w ith  plans to  a pp ly  

h is penchant fo r  nam ing 
p ro d u c ts  to  th e  d y in g  
to w n ’ s m on ike r.

T he  com pact w o rk  o f  
“ A p e x " is a departure from  
“ Joh n  H e n ry  D a y s ” , a 
spraw ling  novel o f  history 
and popu lar cu ltu re, and the 
legendary fo lk  hero John 
Henry.

“ I t ’ s a b it o f  a com edy,”  
Her W hitehead said o f  “ A pex",

" I t 's  sort o f  an absurd p ro p o s it io n  to  
rename a tow n . The p ro tagon is t is forced 
to  reexam ine h is li fe ,  and th in k  about 
w hat nam ing  a c tu a lly  m eans."

Hearty Signature Soups 
in the Deli

•  5 naturally delicious broth based soups for 
healthier meal choices

•As low as 100 calories per serving

•  As low as 2 grams o( tat pet serving

•  Parted M l of vegetables

S o up -er W e e k e n d !
Friday. Saturday and 

Sunday Only
25-07 (««air»
Seterlej vareirev 
Club Price $1 H oe
SAVE up to 54 91 o n ]
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Safeway SELECT buy one, ge t one Salewa1
Bath Tissue
24-Single Ro1 t? Doubl 
Rofl or 8 ’ r f  re Rçlt 
Club Pnce $•! 50 et

a w  W K f SAVE up lo $4 98 on 2

Shop at Home. We Deliver

saffeway.com

FREE
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Butter Top Bread
22 5-07 Homestde 
Whit-’ or Wheat
SAVE ep le St M o «  2

U  DAY
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http://www.wordsUK.kfestival.com
saffeway.com

