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Stand Up For Your Rights

a  The alliance is on a mission 
to educate and empower low- 
income and minority renters to 
demand affordable, stable and 
safe rental homes.

Renters group 
offers resources
by S arah B lount 
T he Portland O bserver 

As I sat down last spring to 
sign a lease for a home with a 
property management company, 
1 realized the company had many 
rules, regulations and rights.

Shortly after I moved, my 
two housemates and I discov­
ered that our backyard was a 
disaster zone of buried glass, 
rusted machinery parts, utensils 
and even some old clothing and 
bones. When it became appar­
ent that the foreign material 
would continue to rise to the 
surface no matter how hard we 
tried to remove it, we called the 
management company and ex­
plained our situation. An em­
ployee responded the next day, 
but he told us their client, the 
house’s owner, was already 
aware of the backyard mess 
and had no intention of remov­
ing it.

We began to wonder, what 
are our rights as renters?

I checked out a library book 
on Oregon landlord and tenant 
law, which taught me that a 
landlord is to maintain premises 
in a habitable condition. I knew 
that anyone walking barefoot in 
my hazardous backyard would 
need a tetanus shot, so I checked 
out another book on tenant rights 
and learned how to write a de­
mand letter for the services we 
needed. I got the result I wanted, 
straight from the company’s 
owner. She personally inspected 
my yard and we came up with 
some solutions.

I learned a little about my 
rights as a renter, but it turns out 
I could have received even more 
education and support at the 
Community Alliance ofTenants.

The alliance is on a mission to 
educate and empower low-in­
come and minority renters to 
demand affordable, stable and 
safe rental homes.

As an organization for ten­
ants by tenants, the grassroots 
alliance also promotes the cre­
ation of more affordable hous­
ing.

“There’s a lack in both pri­
vate housing and subsidized 
markets,” said Elisa Aguilera, 
the alliance’s lead organizer.

She said federal cuts have 
reduced low-income housing 
availability, and private market 
rent is going up as property value 
skyrockets.

“We see a lot of a families 
doubling up,” she said. “Folks 
are settl ing for substandard hous­
ing because they can’t afford to 
shop around for better options."

The group's website has re­
sources to give renters a stron­
ger voice and empower them to 
advocate for themselves. It isn’t

a substitute for the advice of an 
attorney, but has general infor­
mation, advice and tips, as well 
as links to legal aid and Oregon 
laws. Tenants with additional 
questions can leave voice mes­
sages with the Renters’ Rights 
Hotline at 503-288-0130.

The alliance has two pro­
grams, run mostly by volun­
teers and members: the Hous­
ing Justice Program focuses 
on affordable housing issues 
and the termination of 30-day 
no cause evictions. The Safe 
Housing Project organizes for 
immediate repairs in apart­
ment complexes and promotes 
law s ag a in st sub stan d ard  
housing. Volunteers with the 
Renter Stability Education 
Program run the hotline and 
workshops on renters’ rights.

Since forming in 1996, they've 
counseled nearly 20,000 ten­
ants through their hotline, and 
worked with other groups to 
win passage for the city of 
Portland’s “no net loss policy”, 
which provides affordable 
housing in gentrified central- 
city neighborhoods.

The Community Alliance of 
Tenants is currently asking City 
Council to commit $30 million 
for affordable housing and are 
lobbying for the Portland De­
velopment Commissions to com­
mit 30 percent of urban renewal 
funds to affordable housing.

If you are interested in joining 
or supporting the Community 
A lliance o f Tenants, visit 
www.oregoncat.org and click 
the “getting involved" or “join 
CAT" links.
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Buy a bucket 
Buy a bin 

Save a bundle

Metro recycled latex paint
• Available in 16 colors
• 5-gallon pails: $25-$39
• 1-gallon cans: $8-$10
• Use on exterior and interiors
• Used by over 35,000 satisfied customers

M e t r o

Earth Machine compost bins
• Now available year-round for $35
• 80-gallon capacity

Where can you buy a bucket or a bin?
MetroPaint Store
4825 N Basin Avenue, Portland

Open
8 a m. to 4 p.m Monday through Friday 
7 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday 
Easy off/on I-5 to Swan Island

Call (503) 234-3000

Keep Nature in Neighborhoods w w w .m etro-region.org/paint

Washington Mutual
H O M E  LOANS

It’s Good To Be Part 
Of The WaMu Family

a

Give Us à Shot!

Connect the 
Dots to Rent 

or Buy
continued from A5

paredness class that helps people 
repair their credit, establish a bud­
get and understand the rental ap­
plication process.

M atheson said with more 
people buying homes there are 
fewer rental vacancies, and rent 
pricesare on the rise. With so 
many homebuyers, more rental 
properties are available.

“What I understand from land­
lords is that’s starting to turn, and 
there will be vacancies," she said.
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With the WaMu 
Equity Plus1'1

Enjoy ready access to your home’s increasing equity 
Switch between fixed and variable interest rates 
Ideal for home improvements and more

C all and ask about our home financing options toda\
Beaverton

503-277-2500
Downtown Portland 

503-294-4400
Gresham

503-491-8240
Lake Oswego 
503-598-5060

N.E. Portland 
503-280-5600

Sunnyside
503-353-5310

Programs subject to change. Certain restrictions and conditions apply Some programs may not be combined with others. Offer limited to single- 
family, principal residences with combined loan -to-values ( including the amount o f your new line) o f 89.9% or less based on satisfactory property 
inspection or appraisal. Other limitations apply. Fixed rate loan option not available in Texas Washington Mutual has loan offices and accepts 
applications in; Washington Mutual Bank— many states; Washington Mutual Bank, doing business as Washington Mutual Bank, FA many states, 
and Washington Mutual Bank fsh— ID. M T , UT.
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http://www.oregoncat.org
http://www.metro-region.org/paint

