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OPINION
Rebuilding New Orleans - No Red-Lining Please

Opinion articles do not
necessarily reflect or represent the
views of The Portland Observer
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. ® Orleans East, and Lakeview would not b or marshal the necessary support and re people were left homeless. Yet, Chicago No rebuilding plan should write off,
PI;.“]\ I'Clnlﬂl\k‘t‘”l permitted to move back for at least fow ources of the federal government to re-  stands today as one of the nation’s great select out or redline any neighborhood.
5 + ¥ nonths and would have to pr hy their  build the city arnest. This lethargy has  centers of commerce, culture, multi- Returnees need a “9/11"- like victim’s
(71 UL“IIC]' l”]]C hborhoods should not b lozed [ isk if America should culturalism and diversity compensation fund and fair repayment
” Ihese same neighborhood nt al iny in rebuilding New Orleans” In the 20th century, San Francisco was  atup to 120 percent of their home equity
“] a‘\lan ‘l-i e most two-thirds of the I'h ust be yes ravaged by a great earthquake. It killed for property

£ CHCc and more than half it First, we must recognize that Katrina more than 700 citizens and caused more l'he federal government should sup-
BY Marc H. Mogial homeowners. 1 Id was an equal opportunity destroyer. It  than $400 million in damage. However, port the building of a Category 5 levee and
Nearly six months after the ra ult toinjury, the plan | i ves and homes of the rich  today San Francisco is one of the nation flood protection system with coastal ero-
. age of Hurricane Katrina v pla and world’s great cultural and financial sion protections. We could pay for this
) has been proposed to rebuild N . . centers system with some of the $6 billion dollars
Orleans that could shake the foun A,'() }‘()/)II!/(/[!I‘E: /)/(f'f! \/’(’[{/(! In2001, New York City, wasstruckbya earned annually from oil and gas leases
dation of the basic rights to proj 3 i _ terrorist attack which left nearly 3,000 located along Louisiana’s coastline.
erty and freedom of ch writle ()//. .\'(’/(’( ‘1 oul or }'(’(,/[}I{’ people of all races, creeds and colors dead,  Katrina survivors must retain their right to
Americans hold dear. And it’s haj %y and destroyed two great towers which vote and have the first opportunities to
pening as we speak osed a build (”:’\ nel L{h/)(” h()(}(/ were symbols of American strength and  work inthe region. And finally, amemorial
Ihe “Bring New Orleans Back Commi ing morato @ commerce. Yet, New York City is now to the 1,000 victims who died must be

sion” recently unveiled a plan that 10t rium that "~ experiencing a strong economic rebound. created to honor them.
only an affront to Katrina victims, but  would prohibit returnees from obtainin ind poor, black and white, the “haves” All of these cities have risen from the The images and reality of Katrina struck
smacked of the exclusion, division and city permits for their contractors even if | the “havenots”. Our nation’s core ashes. They've come back from great di- this nation. It changed our lives, and it
social engineering practices remir they chose to rebuild and not sell then ies demand that Katrina’s victims have  sasters changed the course of events in our life-
of an earlier, ugher time n t Lon property to the city the right to return, rebuild and recover But, will New Orleans stand alongside time. New Orleans and the region need to
history Fhe commission’s plan amounts to a  And our nation’s history has reaffirmed San Francisco, Chicago and New Yorkas  be rebuilt, but any plan must include ev-

T'he proposal identified “certain neigh massive, red-lining scheme and a giant that right, in every century, again and a city that experiences a great rebound? eryone
borhoods™ for redevelopment and recom-  land grab for real estate developers. More-  again America must commit to invest its muscle, Marc H. Morial is president and chief
mended the demolition of many the over,ithasor wgain called into question In the 19th century, the great city of itsmightandits willintherebuildingofthis executive officer of National Urban
city's most racially diverse ones. Resi- the ability of local leadership to demon- Chicago was devastated by fire. Three community League and former Mayor of New Or-
dents from s like the Ninth Ward, New strate any ability to unify the community  hundred people lost their lives, and 90,000 People must have the right to return.  leans.
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Energizing our Social Justice Movement

g e . ing for that very thing : : people of color. Americans, Afri Support for the civil nights move-
Supporting e “Our Right o Rewrn and % Kaqtrina has been long gone, - r, can-  ment grew after “Bloody Sunday.”
: 4 5 Rebuild” march and rally 1s di x s not allow this blatant disregard for Hurricane Katrina is this
R;_“nh()\,\’/[ Ll\h igned to respond to the two trag /)”[ [/!(J Qf}'\(’f’”]!()}!{ S human life to persist :‘LI'HL':.I[]UII“\ “Bloody Sunday.”
dies that traumatized . l'he Katrina tragedy has been We must now begin to put our

M ’ : N 5 S0 1any e ople y v ] " " J cO aredto "Bloo ) ay.” 0I1Ces & wur - hi -

BY _II{II E ( HIII TaThi : ! /P 1N« ()"”/)()[(,,I‘ e ( ()II’III({().S [() mpared t “I, dy ?ll[llll_\ On voices and our money behind the
Inthe hours, days, weeks many of them black Sunday, March 7, 1965, civilrights  energized social justice movement.
<.I.E1'.ill!nl1i'l]\‘Il-i|~-'\‘.!il'_' H|.|| Hurricane Katrina it 'I'f( -I !"}1{:(; [/I()!{.\(I’I(/.\ ()/l)()()!)/()- marchers, |l\llkll1._.L' to bring atten As .\.I.Il:lf\.'.ll \'lu.' President of
ricane Katrina, countless self and the . & tion to voting rights violations, Rainbow PUSH, Iurge you to sup-
people showed their sup government’s inabil . began a peaceful march out of portourefforts, beginning with the

port for the storm’s victims ity to respond to the Unfortunately, the govern- vides stable housing for evacuees, Selma, Ala. They only made it six New Orleans march.
by making financial contri needs of those af- ment’s efforts haven't improved manyofthemelderlyorill andthey’ve blocks, to the Edmund Pettus To learn about other ways you
butions. The services the fected th time. Recently, the federal yet to ensure adequate funding for Bridge. There, police officers at- can help advance the movement,
money funded were and are stll In the aftermath of Hurricane governmentcutofftemporaryhous-  the rebuilding process. Katrina has  tacked them with tear gas and billy ~ call PUSH at 866-559-4004 or visit
very much needed Katrina. the federal government was  ing to thousands of Katrina evacu- been long gone, but the clubs; several marchers were in- www. http://www.return-and-
However, more than six months  slow to send aid to the hardest hit ¢es. Yet, several thousand trailer government’s incompetencecontin-  jured. The assault was filmed by a  rebuild.org/index.htm.

after the worst natural disaster in  area Jow to rescue survivors homes, caught up in government uestovictimize thousandsof people. pews crew and televised for the Judee Grege Mathis is national
American history, the residents of trapped in the heavily flooded city red tape and bureaucrac ire Sit I'he Katrina tragedy has shown eptire nationto see. Americanssaw  vice president of Rainbow PUSH
New. Orleans also need a push for and slow to findsuitable shelter for ting unused the country — and the world ~the  firsthand the type of brutality and and a national board member of
social justice. On April 1¥, Rainbow  those lucky enough to evacuate Government officials have to yet  way this government discounts the  yjctimization black citizens en- the Southern Christian Leadership
PUSH will be in New Orleans. call- the city before the storm hit to reveal a long-term plan that pro- lives of the poor and the lives of dured Conference.
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Youth Services Model For ANl Missouri breaks juvenile lockup trap

B8Y MariaN WrIGHT EDELMAN

dropped more than 40 percent

that child has the opportunity to

division’s recently retired direc

counselors.

hours, and these facilities offer a

lhe criminalizationof ourchil-  with additional cuts being con- succeed in life - an opportunity tor, with building and sustaining When a young person com- way station for teens after leav=
dren has reached a dangerous sidered for next year - a reckless that is each person’s God-given the country’s finest state juvenile mits a crime, judges generally ing a residential facility.
increase budgetary decimation of the pro- right corrections system. Dubbed the reserve commitment to a Divi- How do we know Missouri’s

Researchers and practitioners

prefer mentoring, tutoring, gang

grams and services that help keep

children out of trouble and on the

I'here are models for how we

nation’s

can help more ol

Oour

“Missouri model” by reformers

in other states, it emphasizes re

sion of Youth Services residen-
tial facility for only the toughest

approach is working? A long-

term recidivism study showed

ol cases

about 1,300
For most

prevention, substance abuse pro- right path. If know what that only 8 percent of youths

works, how the

government 1o 1gnore the imme

wgE

grams, dropout reduction, com can we allow each year. released in 1999 were incarcer=

” we ,\”(’H 4 h(” wol I\.S. ated in youth or adult corrections
three years later. Another 19 per=
cent were sentenced to adult pro-
This means that nearly

munity service, nurse visitation youths, “aftercare” con

initiatives, and quality after- diate needs of children, particu sists of a prolonged rela

how can we allow the

§ tionship with a case man-

Many vouths are

school and summer programs, larly poor and minority children

as well as jobs. These are among Eliminating youth services ager bation.

government to ignore the

the right preventive investments condemns us to much more pain . ! f . ! / , , alsoassigned a “tracker” three-fourths of these youths

\ > » » g 'Y v 0 . . -

in our nation’s youth in the long run in terms of our immediate needs “/ cndaren. g often college students, avoided prison or probation for
Since 2001, however, the Bush criminal justice system, incar or sometimes residents at least three years. Compara-

administration has proposed a ceration and other public costs. children. The state of Missouri’s habilitating young offenders in of the youth’s home community tively, Missouri’s results are re-

reduction in funds of nearly 66 Conservative estimates place the approach is one. Experts praise homey, small-group settings that who monitor their progress. markable.

percent for federal youth pre- totalsavingsofdivertingonechild Missouri’s Division of Youth incorporate constant therapy and Missouri also operates 11 non Marian Wright Edelman is
vention and intervention pro- from a lifetime of crime at about  Servicesasa“guiding light.” They positive peer pressure under the residential “day treatment” cen- president and founder of the
grams. Actual funding has $1.5 million Most importantly, credit Mark Steward, the direct guidance of well-trained ters year-round during school Children’s Defense Fund.
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Letter to the Editor

with an exit strategy with a timeline to bring our
troops home. Congress, on both sides of the
aisle, has an important responsibility to stand up
to the president and insist on an exit strategy,
which will stop the Iraqi insurgency thatis fueled
by the presence of our troops.

Ty L. Brubaker

Southwest Portland

While attempting to improve his ever-diminishing
poll ratings and distract the American public into
thinking we still need to be in Iraq, the president
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is found once again relying on the doctrine of

staging pre-emptive attacks.
Instead of using such Orwellian inspired tac

tics (e.g., never-ending war) for his public rela-
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