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Video Shows Bush Knew of Risks to New Orleans Levees

A frame of government video obtained by The Associated Press shows then-Federal Emergency

Management Agency chief Michael Brown on Aug. 28, taking part in a briefing of President Bush

the day before Hurricane Katrina struck
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SUPPORT PENINSULA

LITTLE LEAGUE

PRE-ORDER YOUR
BBQ DINNER %k SANDWICH:

MARCH 11, 2006
12pm to 4pm

BBQ Pork Sandwich $6.00

Dessert: Peach Cobbler or German Chocolate Cake

Pick up at Parking lot of Portland Observer
4747 NE Martin Luther King. JR. Blvd

Available (minimum 2 dinpers ¢

Pork Ribs or Chicken, collard greens, potato salad, bread and dessert $12.00

CALL NOW TO ORDER: 503-288-0033 or FAX 503-288-0015

T

QWEST BUSINESS SOLUTIONS"

(AP)
cane Katripa's fateful landfall,
President Bush was confident

On the eve of Hurri

His homeland security chief ap-
peared relaxed. Louisiana officials
were heaping praise on the fed-
eral government

And warnings of the coming
destruction - breached or overrun
levees, deaths at the New Orleans
Superdome and overwhelming
needs for post-storm rescues - were
delivered in dramatic terms to all
involved

All of it was captured on video
tape

The Associated Press obtained
the confidential government video
and made it public last week, offer
ing Americans their own inside
glimpse into the government’s fate
ful final Katrina preparations after
months of fingerpointing and po
litical recriminations.

“My guttells me ... thisis abad
one and a big one,” then-federal
disaster chief Michael Browntold
the final government-wide brief-

ing the day before Katrina struck
the Gulf Coast on Aug. 29.

T'he video prompted Demo
cratic leaders on Capitol Hill to
reiterate their calls for a new in
vestigation into the federal re
sponse to Katrina. House Demo
cratic Leader Nancy Pelosi of
California said the video “points
out the need for an independent
commission” [0 review events
surrounding the hurricane

Senate Democratic Leader Harry
Reid of Nevada said the video ““con
firms what we have suspected all
along, that this Administration did
anything they can to hide what
really h.:ppum’d " He said the ad
munistration “systematically misled
the American pL‘UplL’."

In the Aug. 29 briefing, Bush
didn’t ask a single guestion but
assured soon-to-be-battered state
officials: “We are fully prepared.”

But Sen. Mary Landrieu, D-La.,
said the video shows that the ad
ministration failed to prepare ad-
equately for the possible breach of

Baseball

Kirby Puckett
dead at 45

(AP)— Kirby Puckettdidn’tneed
much time to make a big impact.
Those who felt it, near and far, can
only wish he had stayed around
longer.

I'he bubbly Hall of Famer with

the boyish enthusiasm for base- .

ball, who led the Minnesota Twins
totwo World Series titles before his
career was cut short by glaucoma,
died Monday after a stroke. He was
45, '

“He was revered throughout the
country and will be remembered

GET A BETTER VALUE FOR YOUR BUSINESS.

* Very fast Internet speeds
I-Dedica!ndmmnon
« Faster upload speed

MOST CABLE

INTERNET PROVIDERS

* FREE professional installation

v

L]
L]
L]

Qwest High-Speed Internet " gives you everything you need at a great price.

The facts speak for themselves. When you compare Qwest High-Speed Intemet to most cable Internet
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the levees protecting New Orleans

“This administration was told
what Louisiana already knew: that
our federally constructed levees
could certainly fail,” she said. “But
these concerns, and others made
l‘} disaster relief experts, fell on
deaf ears.”

I'he lootage along with seven
days of transcripts of briefings
obtained by AP - show in excru
ciating detail that while federal
officials anticipated the tragedy
thatunfolded in New Orleans and
elsewhere along the Gulf Coast,
they were fatally slow to realize
they had not mustered "enough
resources to deal with the un
precedented disaster

A top hurricane expert voiced
“grave concerns” about the levees
and Brown, then the Federal Emer
gency Management Agency chief,
told the president and Homeland
Secunty Secretary Michael Chertoft
that he feared there weren’tenough
disaster teams to help evacuees at

the Superdome

Mourns a Legend

s L
Kirby Puckett led his team to two
championships.

whereverthe gameisplayed,” com
missioner Bud Selig said. “Kirby
was |lll\L‘Tl I'n!m us l'IllIi.'h 100 SOo0n
and too quickly.”

Indeed, Puckett was the second
youngest person to die having al
been

ready enshrined at

Cooperstown, Hall of Fame spokes
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told police she stabbed a former

Prosecutors said a woman

drummer for the Jackson S with a
steak knife when he lunged at her
during a fight.

Yolanda Davis, 44, was being
held without bond on a charge of
murder Monday. She is charged
with killing Johnny Jackson, 54,
of Gary, Ind. who was found dead
March 1 in a Gary home. He re
placed the Jackson 5°s original
drummer Miltord Hite
1967, but reports conflict on

around

whether he was related to Gary’s

Only

at 37, was

| ‘'man Jeff Idelson said
Lou Gehrig,
younger
| Puckett led the
| championships in 1987 and
1991 after breaking into the
| majors in 1984. With a career
batting average of 318, six
Gold Gloves and 10 All-Star
Puckert

I'wins to

game appearances,
woke up one morning during
1996 and

never played again because

spring training in

of blindness in his right eye

A makeshift memorial be
gan to form Monday night
the mn
Minneapolis, Minn.,

outside Metrodome

with a
handful of bouquets, caps and
candles laid on the sidewalk
“I grew up in centerfield yell

ing downonhim. It's just not right,”

said fan Daniel Boche, who knelt
down to pay his respects. “He was
my idol growing up.”

“It's tough to take,” Twins gen
eral manager Terry Ryan said from
the team’s spring training camp in
Fort Myers, Fla.

L

Jackéon 5 Drummer .Killed

legendary Jackson family, which
includes pop stars Michael and
Janet

He grew up a few blocks from
the Jackson family and had made a
name for himselt as a drumming
prodigy before he started high
school, said Gordon Keith, who
has sued Jackson tamily members
overthe rights to their early record
ings with his Steeltown Records.

“He was ashow drummer,” Keith
recalled. “There were times that he
would outshine Michael at their

shows.”
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ment in a patent lawsuit.

BlackBerry email devices will continue to operate after a settle-

BlackBerrys to Stay On

(AP) The maker of the
Po];lL‘l\BL‘I‘I’} e-maildevice has sett |L'(|‘
its long-running patent dispute
with a small Virginia-based firm,
averting a possible court-ordered
shutdown of the BlackBerry sys
tem.

Research in Motion, Ltd., will
coughup$612 millionina“full and
final settlement of all claims,” the
companies said.

The settlement ends a period of
anxiety for many of the more than 3
million BlackBerry users in the
United States. Uncertainty over the

outcome had some customers won

dering whether they would experi

ences brief outages or even a shut

down

Matt

Lattman, a management consultant

“I'm relieved,” said
in Boston. “I've had it for about a
year, and at this point, [ can’timag
ine life without it.”

Black Berry officials had assured
users it had developed new soft
ware to work around patents. But
because few details were released,
analysts and some corporations

L'\l'ﬂ'l‘\\t'ti concerns
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