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BLACK HISTORY MONTH and the American Experience

Civil Rights Activists Urge Look Forward
Worry about 
focus on past
(A P) -  Civil rights advocates say 

that the recent death o f C oretta Scott 
King underscores a grow ing concern: 
As the m ovem en t's  iconic leaders 
fade into history, m uch o f the focus is 
on honoring the past rather than push
ing fo requality  today.

"W e should be very respectful o f -  
and encouraged by - the substantial 
progress that has been made. But in 
no way, shape or form  should we 
conclude that the civil rights m ission is 
com plete,” said Bruce G ordon, p resi
dent o f  the NAACP.

T here’s a sense am ong advocates 
that m odern activism  is being over
shadow ed by a near-constant string of 
com m em orations for bygone victo
ries: the 50th anniversary o f Brow n v. 
Board o f  Education in 2004 and, last 
year, the 40 years since the historic 
march from Selma, Ala., to M ontgom 
ery, Ala., to win voting rights for A f
rican-A m ericans.

Inevitably, such rem em brances in
tensify in the first m onths o f  each year 
w ith the m id-January holiday for M ar
tin Luther King, Jr. that his w idow  
fought to win and with Black History 
M onth. In addition, each tim e an im 
portant civil rights figure dies - be it 
R osa Parks, O ssie  D avis o r now  
C oretta  Scott King - it renew s the 
focus on the m ovem ent's  history.

Som e adv o ca tes  are  co n cern ed  
about that eagerness to look back.

The late Coretta Sco tt King, the wife o f Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.. with former presiden t Jimmy Carter. 4 s  icons o f  the  
civil rights m ovem ent p a ss  into history, activists worry about a lack o f progress for the future.

"Part o f  that over-focusing on his
tory' and not looking at current realities 
o f  racial discrim ination is another form 
of den ia l,” said B arbara A rnw ine, 
executive director o f the Law yers’
Com m ittee on Civil Rights Under Law.
“ M any people find com fort in the no
tion that racial discrim ination in a m at
ter o f  the past - it’s ‘Oh, look at how 
far we have com e.’”

Ronald W alters, a professor o f  po
litical science at the U niversity o f 
M aryland, said he’s also “suspicious 
o f  com m em orations.”

“ In som e quarters, there’s a feeling 
that the m ovem ent has passed  its 
course ,” he said. “T h at’s the reaction
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Black History 
Month Raises Issues
Realities of today lost in sanitized past

o f the younger generation  m ostly - the 
post-civil rights generation .”

A dvocates note that it d o esn ’t take 
m uch searching to find social justice  
battles left to fight. H urricane Katrina 
unveiled stark racial disparities in New 
O rleans, and blacks still have m ore 
than double the rates o f  infant m ortal
ity, unem ploym ent and poverty as 
w hites, said G ordon, w ho took the 
leadership post at the N ational A sso
ciation  for the A dvancem ent o f  C ol
ored People last year.

That K ing 's death occurred on the 
same day that Samuel Alito - whose 
nomination many civil rights advocates 
bitterly opposed - was continued to the 
U.S. Supreme Court illustrated that the 
work o f  Coretta Scott King and her 
h u sb an d  is not o v er, sa id  W ade 
Henderson, executive director o f the 
Leadership Council on Civi I Rights.
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Mark Anthony Neal

The observance of Black History 
Month is less edgy today than in the 
past, partly because Am ericans’ collec
tive memory of racially charged histori
cal events has become a sanitized, feel
good version of the Civil Rights move
ment. according to Duke University 
experts in black culture and American 
history.

And, as Americans consider the sig
nificance of Black History Month, they 
need to recognize that the simple dy
namic ot black and white no longer re
flects the complicated racial makeup of 
American society, added a Duke soci
ologist.

Historian Tim Tyson said Americans 
remember the Civi I Rights era as a “self- 
congratulatory fable that is soothing, 
moving and politically acceptable,” but 
bears “no resemblance to what actually 
happened.”

He said Martin Luther King's radical 
message of economic and political ju s 
tice has been replaced in the popular 
memory with an image of Dr. King as "an 
innocuous black Santa Claus, genial 
and vacant, a man who wanted us to be 
nice to one another."

T yson, a v isiting  p rofessor and 
scholar at Duke and a professor of Afro- 
American Studies at the University of 
W isconsin-Madison, is the author of 
"Blood Done Sign My Name,” a memoir 
about a 1970 lynching in Tyson's home
town of Oxford. N.C.

Mark Anthony Neal, associate pro
fessor of black popularculture at Duke, 
said that Black History Month has be
come watered down over the years. Chain 
stores decorate with Black History 
Month-themed posters, publishers put 
out books on African-American sub
jects and high-profile black speakers

Jim Tyson

are in high demand for a short space of 
time in February, he noted.

“ Black History Month has become 
part of the marketing of the idea of 
multiculturalism and pluralism in the 
United States,” Neal said. "It's  a selling 
point, not necessarily a lived reality.”

Duke sociology research professor 
Eduardo Bonilla-Silva said Americans 
need to not only acknowledge the real 
struggles and conflict of the Civil Rights 
era, but face up to the racial realities of 
today.

“First, we must acknowledge that 
blacks, despite the advances made in 
the 1960s and 1970s, lag still well behind 
whites in almost all social indicators,” 
said Duke sociology research profes
sor Eduardo Bonilla-Silva, who special
izes in the study of racial stratification 
in the United States.

"Second, we must also realize that the 
face of the nation has become increas
ingly more brown.”

The bulk of this new Latino popula
tion is fast joining the ranks of the 
working poor and. thus, socially, eco
nomically and symbolically becoming 
“black-like," Bonilla-Silva said. But a 
small segment of the Latino population 
— usually Latinos with lighter skin — 
are treated as "honorary whites" by 
white America, and are more accepted 
and assimilated, he said.

“The historical black-white divide 
may remain, but it may become more 
complex and even add a little bit o f gray 
in the middle,” he said. “Thus, in this 
year's  Black History Month celebra
tion. we may want to take account of 
both the new ‘black-like,' as well as the 
‘honorary w h ite ,’ segm ents o f the 
Latino population, and examine the role 
they will play in the future of America."

i a s v  Red or Green < LKf Seedless Grapes
r -« h  iron- Cti u 
CluD Pin» Si 0 0 »

r ,» ~ ic i  SAW up to SI 99 !«

.^ ty o u r ,.^

>  O”  WI" M

Totrot (lack 
Swan or
Carnaio!

Meridian 
Concannon 
or Bolla

BtrtiMr 
Found#n 
Dancmç Ball ar 
Ecco Domani

Clo* Oh Boi« 
Calte al 
Sonoma or 
Columbia Cran
750 iW Setele#

i r
’7 M

•(((»•■«M

H Iliff m
$9 ß

u
Wli A M«rrA

Kaadan Jacfctoa , 
bapa VaHtj 
Vmavardiarj 
labr

( I , II
E3

6-Pack or 2-Liter 
Safeway SELECT Pop
cw»oe Us eleverai«

BUYONI.CF.TONE DonIOS CD CI? Tortilla Chips
A JEáf ‘ (.,■••,.(9 uz
«UM <«l»*M«k*JI»»WI 1 * Ä

SAVE op to $3 49 on ?
C IM ffM C f

CLUB PRICE

.  D'Anjou PearsI ¡iff ■ ,• R pen«!iittL I C1.1T Pice SI 00 Id
SAVE up Io 4M  lb

98
(Vf HTWr LOW r * a

i l - __
Dairy Glen Milk wvyone. cetone Breyers All-Natural 

Ice Cream
I ■■nt

”  Se ■ ' ..l' e’ NS
SAVE up Io SS 09 op a

Gallon 
Who* 2%, 1%. or 
I j tF 'to FREE

Cl[UIIPMCf

Stoutter s Meals
àto 20-0.’
(«torn Comt«tr Dmntn 
CWhw ttOHaa
SAVE m  M $14 94 an I

car*' z

Signature Soups
2iof

SAVE op le $1 M aa

•tv one, get one Langers Juice
--- “ ---------------------- 64 ol

Assorted
SAVE up Io $3 M on 2FREE

N jM  na i g w i  «v i g na i

ciui rw.t

99

IQKS'.i i uni

FREE
44J0 W .«»«wwtwriKK»

ciao met

Saleway SELECT 
Retreshe Water
24-oack S lew Tontos
SAVE up lo S4 99 ox J

FEBRUARY
•SO (W |«> IM
n  n  aa »  at 17

te l
a

-■rt 1 BMKeM

» 01(9 hr I iffW« 11

Cheer or Gain 
Oelergent
S3 to 93 Fowo»’ m•O’o too« LmwHj

ciuee»w save opto si ae


