Committed to Cultural Diversity

T PWortland Observer

ommunity
alendar

Ockliey Green School Night
Ockley Green School will host an
Information Night

Feb.23at6 :l?j‘ m. Learn about

l'hursday,
opportunities for students and
to register ftor 2006-07
School tours take

30 p.m and

how
\\'}hh‘| year
place Feb. 23 at |
March6at 10a.m. Formore infor
mation, call the school at 503

916-5660)

0'Jays Bring Soul Music
lckets are now on sale for the
O’Jays with the original Man
hattans, featuring Gerald Alston
and Winfred “Blue” Lovettcom
ing March 23 Rose
Quarter’s Theater of the Clouds
Tickets are $34.50 - $47.50 plus
service charge. For more infor
mation, call 203-224-4400
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Portland Jazz History

Fan base explodes during North
Williams Avenue golden years

y. See story inside, page B2
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Reaching for the Stars

Local talent signs record deal

for performing together in Port-
land over the past few years.
Combs is one of the biggest
record producers and rappers
in the entertainment industry.
He is also known for his talent
in nurturing young hip-hop
stars and recently started a tal-
ent search show “Making of
the Band™ via his Bad Boy En-

Ralesha Boswell, a young
hip-hop star from Portland, has
signed a record contract with a
company backed by entertain-
ment giant Sean ‘P Diddy’
Combs.

Boswell, 17, will join her
first cousins and their group

. Myxx in Atlanta, Ga. to record
| under the First Lucky Label, an
. enterprise backed by Combs,
| rap star Ludacris and Bad Boy
' Records, family members said.

The Gresham High School

! student and daughter of Rose
' and Charles Lott has long
¢ dreamed of being a Hollywood

tertainment Co.

Hip-hop sensation Ralesha
Boswell's entertainment
repertoire includes perfor-
mances in mime during local
church services. The 17-year-
old has signed a deal with a

Tour de France
on OMNIMAX
Wired To Win
l'ourde France opens March 3 at

Her repertoire includes song,
dance, rapping and mime. She
and her mother are well known

performer. She started singing
| asalittle girl when her father put
a microphone in front of her,

record company backed by
entertainment mogul Sean ‘P

St 1g the ;
irviving the Diddy' Combs.
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Oregon Museum of Science and
Industry (OMSI), 1945S.E. Wa
ter Ave. For more information,
call 503-797-4640

Work Against Abuse

Community Advocates invites

those interested in protecting
children from abuse to become
an event volunteer, event out
reach, technology expert, graphic
artists or office support team
member. For more information

call 503-280- 1388

Creative Space For Dance
Aurora Dance Studio, 5433N.1
30th, offers an array of classes
for children, teens and adults at
alllevelsof ability. Call 503-249
0201 o1

www.hev anet.com/auroradance

visit online at

for more information

Women in

Community Service
Volunteer mentors are being
sought by Women in Commu
nity Service to work with incai
cerated women at the Coffee
Creek Correctional Facility. Men
tors provide support and encour
agement for women transitioning
from prison back into the com
munity. Volunteers must be fe
males, age 24 and up. For more

information, call 503-570-6614

Bradley-Angle House
I'he Bradley Angle

needs volunteers to help its out

House

reac h-i_!'.ll-l'-'| domestic violence
Women of color and bilingual
women are encouraged to call
For more information, call 503

282-9940)

Aquatic Fitness
Providence has a full schedule
of fitness classes including wa
ter exercising at the Providence
Aquatic Center, 4805 N.E. Glisan

Foraschedule, call 503-215-6301

African Drumming, Dance
I'he North Star Ballroom, 635N
Killingsworth Ct

ning drumming and Ghanaian

nosts begin

rhythm classes on Tuesdays at
6 p.m. On Wednesdays

s offere

interme
diate drumming dinad
dition to an African aerobic

Chata Addy teaches all

informationcall

dance
classes. Formore

2AM

Birth Ready
Whether

preparation classes

501363

you need childbirth
or just a re
fresher, Providence Health Sys
tems has a workshop for you
Prepare for pain, take a weekend
sisters

seminar or prepare big

and brothers-to-be throughout
the

www.providence.org

sUmime

call 503-574-6595

vears

‘/:'ummmml' service

Celebrating
black history in
the making

Artistic

moved to Portland from the hurri

expressions from children
w hi

cane and flood ravaged Gulf Coast will

‘Dreams’

be on display during the monthly event
known as Last Thursday on Alberta Street

I'he Black United Fund of Oregon, 2828
N.I Alberta St.,

stop by their offices Thursday, Feb. :

invites area residents to

23 be

tween 5:30 p.m. and 8:30 p.m. to see the

paintings from the young victims of the

storm
Hurricane Katrina devastated the Gulf
Coast August

in late 'housands of people

losteverything they had and evacuees spread
out across the country in search of relief
More than 800 hurricane survivors eventu
ally found their way to Portland, one way or
another

In October, about 200 of the survivors
gathered at Matt Dishman Community Cen
ter in northeast Portland fora private evening
of relaxation and support. The event in
cluded music, dancing, swimming, basket

D i LTI

ball, food, crafts and community resource
representatives

Ihere was also a mural project orga-
nized by artist and art therapist Illa Gutman.
All ages of survivors embraced the idea
and several huge canvases came alive with
inspiration and paint
“Family”,

continued N on page B3

Four murals representing

Amalia Alarcon Tackles Communitthlssues

[Leads neighborhood
agency in transition

BY SArAH Brouni

I'ne PorTiAND OBSERVER
Portland’s natives and newcomers are

becoming increasingly familiar with density

Amalia

and diy rsity o 1t was fittine for

Alarcon, a Puerto Rican native and «

L hice

ippointed
month by Mavor
ctor they

Alarcon 1s

s currently under

searches for a permanent dire

|'--|{'l"-'f||. in place by July
one of several candidate
consideration

ONI, the liaison between Portland’s 95
neighborhoods and city government. runs a
that tackle i1ssues of

number of programs

land-use, tran portation, cnme prevention
ind livability
Alarcon has been with the City of Port
land since 1999, as former program manager
of ONI's Metropolitan Human Rights and
Neighborhood Resource Centers. She has
lived in Oregon for 14 vears. focusing on
ocacy 1ssues within the
Prior
state, Alarcon ran a program in
New York for children with HIV

ence she described as 1 CTISIS

prevention and ady

state s commumities of color 1O mov
ing to the
.I'|\'\]\l'|".

\larcon
W Hersting (secon

On ' s new position comes at a turn
ing point for ONL The agency is an important
tactor within Mavor Potter visioning pro

he 1s charging the city bur

place mor

au 1o
i emphasis on community input

Alarcon said her long

relattonship with activists has

and mvolvement

standing

PHOTO BY MARK WASHINGTON/THE PORTLAND OBSERVER
second from left) leads the Office of Neighborhood Involvement with John
far left) of the Northeast Coalition, Alison Stoll (far right) of Central Northeast, and
d from right), ONI financial analyst

helped her grasp Potter's plans to restruc
ture ONI

Established in 1974, ONI's
was to provide oversight and disperse
Now

ONI oversees seven district coalitions

initial role

money to Portland neighborhoods

who in turn oversee about a dozen neigh

borhoods each

ONI has added programs
over the years, including crime
prevention, neighborhood in
spections and neighborhood
mediation. Now they are ex
amining what programs to
keep and what their future role
will be

“Inthe next year the bureau
stands to change dramati
‘ONI has

the potential to model a

cally,” Alarcon said

“ground-up”™  approach
We're trying to redesign the
system to make it a more wel
come part for folks who aren’t
normally engaged.”

Alarcon said their approach
must be tailored to suit the
needs of race, class and
ethnicity while identifying dif
ferences between renters and
homeowners. She cited her
self as an example

I'm a Latina single mom
with two kids and a full-time
10b,” she said
About 60 people make up
the ONI staff, but volunteers make up the
program

TomGnffin-Valade is the directorof North

s core

Portland Neighborhood Services Office. one

of the city’s volunteer coalitions. Over the

continued g on page BS
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