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Peace
continued from  Front

King became a symbol, in her 
own right, o f her husband ’ s struggle 
for peace and brotherhood, presid­
ing with a quiet, steady, stoic pres­
ence over seminars and confer­
ences on global issues.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson, who 
was with her husband when he was 
assassinated, said Tuesday that 
she understood that every time he 
left home, there was the chance he 
might not come back. “Like all great 
champions, she learned to function 
with pain and keep serving,” he 
said. “So her legacy is secure as a 
freedom fighter, but her work re­
mains unfinished."

King wrote a book, “My Life 
With Martin Luther King Jr.,” and, 
in 1969 founded the multimillion- 
dollar Martin Luther King Jr. Center 
for Nonviolent Social Change. She 
saw to it that the center became 
deeply involved with the issues 
she said breed violence - hunger, 
unemployment, voting rights and 
racism.

"The center enables us to go out 
and struggle against the evils in our

day.” Eighteen months later - June 
18, 1953 - they did, at her parents’ 
home in Marion, Ala. The couple 
moved to Montgomery, Ala., where 
he became pastor o f the Dexter 
Avenue Baptist Church and orga­
nized the famed M ontgomery bus 
boycott in 1955. With that cam ­
paign, King began enacting his 
philosophy of direct social action.

Over the years. King was with 
her husband in his finest hours. 
She was at his side as he received 
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1964. She 
marched beside him from Selma, 
Ala., into M ontgomery in 1965 for 
the triumphal climax to his drive for 
a voting rights law.

Only days after his death, she 
flew to M emphis with three o f her 
children to lead thousands march­
ing in honor o f her slain husband 
and to plead for his cause. “I think 
you rise to the occasion in a crisis,” 
she once said. “1 think the Lord 
gives you strength when you need 
it. God was using us - and now he’s 
using me. too.”

The King family,especially King 
and her father-in-law, Martin Luther

King said the w ar in Vietnam 
w hich her husband opposed "has 
been replaced by an undeclared 
war on our central c ities, a war 
being fought by gangs with guns 
for d rugs.” “The value o f  life in 
our cities has becom e as cheap as 
the price o f  a gun,” she said King 
received num erous honors for 
herself and traveled  around the

w orld in the process. In London, 
she stood in 1969 in the sam e 
carved pulpit in St. P au l’s C a the­
dral where her husband preached 
five years earlier. "M any d esp a ir  
at all the ev il and unrest and 
d iso rd e r  in the w orld  to d a y ,"  
she p reached , “ but I see a new 
soc ia l o rd er and I see the daw n 
o f  a new d a y .”

C oretta  S c o t t  King k iss in g  h er b e lo ve d  h u sb a n d  th e  la te  Rev. 
M artin L uther King Jr.
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