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Bridging the Gap in
Health director
Sees progress

BY KHava Darko

THE PORTLAND OBSERVER
Local officials are work-

ing to end the uneven distri-
bution of health care in the
Portland area and the result-
ing suffering fromillness and

disease.

According to Lillian
Shirley, Multnomah County
Health Department director,
social and economic differ-

ences have led to the health

1A%

Dr. David Satche

disparities for groups of
people, mostly along eco
nomic and racial lines.

But Shirley sees progress
since Rev. Martin Luther King
Jr. called for equality for all
Americans in a fight for jus-
tice thatincluded medical care.

Shirley said the success of
two prominent medical doc-
the
would not have been possible
without King and others in the

tors on national stage

Lillian Shirley (right) draws on a supporting staff to complete her work as Multnomah County Health Department

civil rights movement. : _ ; e _
. i Director, including (from left) Latricia Tillman , Steve Bullock, and Sen. Avel Gordly. Dr. Jocelyn Elders
She pointed to Dr. David )

Satcher and Dr. Joshlyn ElI- America see the positive nity,” Shirley said, citing him cher was willing to go after “Dr. Satcher brought atten- Satcher, Elders and King

the tobacco industry for health tion to tobacco issues, and due comes from their leadership,
damages. He fought the can
cer deaths that the
industry brought upon people

all over the world

Dr. King’s ‘Beloved Community’

for leading the fight against
tobacco and ending the need
for a rising number of lung

contributions that black
Americans are making in our

country

“Dr. Satcher is a hero of
public health commu

ders, two physicians of color
who both became Surgeon
General of the United States.
Their achievements in medi-
cine helped mainstream

to that, today there are tougher Shirley said.
“You need a Dr. King or a
Malcolm X to get to a place of

trust.” she said.

tobacco laws against the tobacco in

cancer clinics. dustry,” she said

my As Surgeon General, Sat I'he success in people like
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Rosa Parks (right) and othe_; african 'éh'iéﬁggh citizens of Montgomery._ Ala. take

their first bus without concern for racism following desegregation.
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Local leader
embraces the
message

BY Knava Darko
Tue PORTLAND OBSERVER

Sen. Avel Gordly reflected
recently upon the passing of
civil rights icon Rosa Parks as

well as Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr.’s legacy for civil rights and
the world at large

She deeply noted Dr. King's
message for a “Beloved Com
munity” and urged everyone
that we need to do more to take
care of each other

“Beloved Community,” 1s the
simple notion that what is im-

portant 1s that all people need

embracing and their basic needs
mel

Gordly has modeled herself
around this notion and puts forth
an endless effort to serve her
Portland community. Recently,
she took a temporary assign
ment with the Multhomah County

Health Department,
el W

continued N on page B12°

"EVERYBODY CAN BE GREAT
BECAUSE ANYBODY CAN SERVE"
Martin Luther King Junior
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Y) Always Ready
Always There

Fliel’ USﬁ'd to AVOId COI]ﬂiC[: The Montgomery Improvement

Association circulated this flier to help black Americans in Montgomery, Ala. make the
integration of public buses as peaceful and smooth as possible.
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