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Racism, It Never Went Away

Coming to grips with a nationwide problem
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Report 1 officer told a group of
mostly black evacuees that they could not
cross the bridge because Gretna was not

going to become another New Orleans and

there would be no Superdomes intheir city

[he traumatic cxXpenend e did notend there

At gunpoint

group from a camp they setup on a h gh

wav and took their food and water
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a Gretna officer forced the

il ( I wuretna

mplained that outside

W ment officers were di respect
ful and responsive to pleas for help
Ma A\f Americans staying in large

humiliated by being hosed

This is not the first
time that the suffering of

blacks has been a catalyst
for change and it probably

will not be the last

wn in a “detoxification” ettort, smifing
joes, metal detectors and curtews
Surely we also must acknowledge that

iduals of all races have taken extraor

T'his

linary steps to help black evacuees

has been a true testament to a country
p sther in a time of need. And
there mav vet be a silver lining. Although

rd to stomach, the racism suffered by

an Americans in the Gulf region 1s
making us come to grips with the problem
nationwide. This is not the first time that
the suffering of blacks has been a ;.Il.llj\ st
for change, and it probably will not be the

last. However, one can only hope that
African

continue to be lost in the struggle to cap

\merican lives do not have to

ture the conscience of America
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Browne is senior attorne)

with the Advancement Project, an organi
ation that creates strategies for ad hiey
| opportunity and a racially

Ing universai
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Education in Prison System Pays

BY JUDGE GREG MATHIS
Research

educating

shows that

incarcerated

men and women cuts
down the likelihood that
they will return to prison
once released ”L"\!‘I]\' this, fewer than 5
percent of inmates in the U.S. are enrolled
1mn C« 'Illl':_'t' classes. This number 1s too low
Higher education or vocational train
ing should be mandatory for any inmate in
a U.S. jail or prison. When education 1s
made part of acomprehensive prisonerre
entry program that includes substance
abuse counseling and psychiatric evalu
ation, society at large reaps the benefits of
reduced crime rates, stronger communi
ties and lowered tax burdens

Some see prison as a form of punish
ment and believe that offering a free edu
cation to inmates is a slap in the face to
hard working citizens thatrstruggle to pay

for higher education or vocational train

ing® The reality is that the majority of these
prisoners will be released back into society
and will need some way to support them
selves and, in many cases, their families
Lacking any real skills, many ex-offend
ers find only temporary, low-paying jobs
Frustrated with the shortage of opportuni
ties available to them, many ex-otfenders

return to a life of crime. By arming ex

offenders with the skills ne

scessary 1o suc
ceed, this cycle could be stopped before 1t
has a chance to begin

Over 2 million people call a U.S. jail or
prison home, making the U.S. pnson popu
lation the largest in any industrialized na
tion. More than half of formerly incarcer
ated people return to prison within three
vears of their release. According to U.S.
Department of Justice statistics, state
prison systems cost taxpayers almost $30
billion a year — most of this money is spent
building new prisons and keeping old ones

running; statl salaries and construction

make up a bulk of the costs

Bv reducing recidivism (the return to
prison by ex-offenders), the prison popu
lation would be reduced and prison spend
ing could be drastically cut. It makes better
economic sense to invest the $5,000 to
$10.000 a year it would take to educate an
inmate than it does to spend the $70,000 a
them. The tax

year it takes to incarcerate

money that is saved could then be eas
marked for other social programs

In a society where a college degree or
some trade is necessary to earn a living
wage, we are setting €x offenders upto tail
by releasing them back into society w ith
out any marketable skills. Making sure
soclety all of society has access to
higher education and skills training should
be a top priorty for our government

Judge Greg Mathis is chairman of the
Rainbow PUSH-Excel Board and a na
tional board member of the Southern

Christian Leadership Conference.

So many hot-button words and
dead-end conversations. Isn't it
time we rethink the forests?
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