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JUSTICE

Minorities Get Few Katrina Contracts

I'he result has been far more no-bid contracts
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Andrew Jenkins, a Jackson, Miss.,
businessman, says he believes many
minority-owned businesses in the Gulf
Coast are being unfairly shut out of
Katrina-related contracts. (AP photo)

frustration as the contracts went to others, Katrina work was motivated by a need to reduce
paperwork to speed emergency aid.
The Army Corps of Engineers has a better
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with political ties to Washington.

“That just doesn’t smell right,” said Jenkins,
president of AJA Management and Technical
of Jackson, Miss., noting the

region has a higher percentage of blacks and

percent of the $637 million in Katrina contracts
Services Inc. going to minority-owned companies, according
to agency records. smaller subcontracts from the larger compa-
nies.

The larger companies include Kellogg, Brown
& Root, a subsidiary of Halliburton Co., which
Vice President Dick Cheney headed from 1995
to 2000; and AshBritt Inc., a Florida company
with ties to Mississippi’s governor, Haley
Barbour, former chairman of the Republican
National Committee.

*“The president has talked about small busi-
nesses being the engine of our economy, but
when the time for sound bites is over his admin-
istration still uses the same backroom deals to
take care of their friends,” said Thompson, a
member of the Congressional Black Caucus.
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carriers.
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insurance plans.
* No referral required.
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Portland, OR 97213
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and repeatedly with
pepper spray. Prima-
rily African-Ameri-
cans, they also de-
scribed degrading treatment and
racist language by the Louisiana
state correctional officers, who
were primarily white.
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The prisoners evacuated to
Jenabecause of the hurricane had
no contact with the outside world
forthe first two weeks. They were
not allowed to use the phone until
just recently. The inmates also
complain about the lack of medi-
cal care at the facility.

Driver Alert Near Schools
Police offer traffic safety tips

The Portland Police Bureau
is reminding motorists to be
more aware of pedestrians
now that school is in session.

Among the problems seen
by officers are parents who
stop in front of the school in
traffic to drop off their chil-
dren or park across the street,
leaving their children to cross
in the middle of the road.

According to Sgt. Gary
Cerotsky of the Traffic Divi-
sion, there is some confusion
when it comes to the 20 miles
per hour speed zone law around
schools.

Some zones post speed lim-
its at 20 miles per hour at all
times, some during periods of
flashing yellow lights, and
some during specific times of
day.

“When in doubt, drop it to
20 miles per hour,” said Sgt.
Cerotsky.

Officer Dan Liu of the

Call 503

School Police Division said
there are other traffic laws
that can directly affect the
safety of students.

“Watch for the flashing red
lights on stopped school
buses during the loading and
off-loading of students,” said
Officer Liu. “And drivers
should not encroach into
crosswalks when children
are using them.”

Officer Liu said that being
responsible goes both ways.

“Students shouldn’tassume
that vehicles will stop for
them,” he said. “They are also
responsible, and should walk
across the street when it's
safe and clear to do so.”

For more safety tips, as well
as information about the Port-
land Police Bureau's School
Police Division, go to the
Bureau’s website at
www,portlandpolicebureau.com
and click on the resources tab.,
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