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| Pianist kicks off
'Concerts in the Chapel’
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e Local Leaders Leave Legacies

Death Toll Reaches 35,000
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with many bodies still buried be-

neath piles of concrete, steel and Deiz Was ment()r, pl()neer

wood. Millions were lefthomeless
J Mercedes Frances Deiz. Oregon’s fi / an-/
in the region touching Pakistan, Mercedes Frances Deiz, Oregon’s first African-Ameni
India and Afghanistan. See story,
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can judge, will make an impact for future generations
because of her work as a determined mentor to young
women and minorities.

Police Beating Victim Baffled Deiz, who died Oct. 5 at age 87 in her Portland home,
A retired elemen-
tary teacher who

first started paving the way for other African Americans
inlaw in 1970 when Gov. Tom McCall appointed her state

was repeatedly district court judge for Multnomah County
punched in the
head by New Or-

leans police in an

Two years later, she was elected Circuit Court Judge,

a position sought by seven men at the time. Deiz stayed
AR A on to serve four con

incident caught on B sccutive six year terms,
videotape said Monday he was focusing primarily on
not drunk, put up no resistance family law.
and was baffled by what hap- “She saw her role in
pened. See story, page A2. the right way - not just

being the first, but mal
Stevie Wonder: Time to Love TR

When Stevie
Wonder returned
to the studio after

ing sure there were
many more to follow
her,” said Ellen

Rosenblum, an Oregon
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K H - G Mercedes Frances Deiz She went on to win Community public service fundraising drives in the 1960s were part of Jimmy ‘Bang Bang' Walker's legacy in
WOrk. ne was getting pack 1o tne ! ,
E : & the Award of Merit, Portland. The champion fighter, activist and newspaper editor died Oct. 4 at the age of 73.
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touch on love in all its forms and
many noted accomplishments she made over her

he Bopes [h.‘:y 9 Sape peopie career, also being recognized by such organizations . rights advocacy on behalf of other Afri lar black Santa Claus.
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the world better. |_-‘|“\.‘:;-\ and the Urban League. Walker died of natural causes on Oct.  Walker married Jeanette Adamsin 1955. 1
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Ablackout hitdowntown govern- | qualities that made her a good lawyer: common sense, ¢ C During his professional prizefighting  Portland in the late 1950s with their
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afljacent areas of Los Angeles | al large and above all, passion for and respect of law re l]‘lel]]bered Walker took the Northwest lightweight  ing _1|”“' more kids, they divorced in
Tuesday, but backup power kept Born on Dec. 13, 1917, in New York City, Deiz championship, along with the Junior 1965 ‘
key parts of City Hall and police | mov ed to Oregon in 1948. She worked for the Urban Jimmy ‘Bang Bang' Walker, one of  Golden Gloves Californiachampionship Around that II.ITIL'_ Walker was re-
headquarters running. It was the League and NAACP in Portland, and after graduating Oregon’s boxing legends who became  He also earned five Bronze Stars and a  porting for the Northwest (‘l;lr.mn, a

third significant electrical failure in 1959 as fourth in her class from Northwestern a community activist and new a|\.|[u-}| If\'mplu H\:;n'r award while serving inthe community newspaper for African
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Flood Waters Almost Gone
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
said Tuesday that it has finished

pumping out the New Orleans met- » » f
ropolitan area, which was flooded e e r atl n u Sl C a l I Cce S S or O u t |
by Hurricane Katrinasix weeks ago

and then swamped again by Hurri
cane Rita. “Of course there willbe a
little puddle here and there, but as
far as accessibility goes everything
is pumped out,” Corps spokes-
woman Lauren Solis said.

Iraqis Agree on Constitution
Iragi negotiators said Tuesday
they have reached a deal on the
draft constitution four days ahead
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Celebration Academy
of the Performance Arts
music teacher Andy Bell
shows seventh grader
Dreydon Wooden how to
play bass guitar during
an after school program
at the North Denver
Avenue location

of a crucial vote and at least one
Sunni Arab party said the change
would allow it to reverse its rejec-
tion of the document. The an-
nouncement was the first break in
the ranks of Sunni Arab leaders,
who have been campaigning hard
to defeat the constitution at the

polls in Saturday’s vote.
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. s Celebrs ; f the Performing Arts in north Picking up the slack from budget cuts to school music
A ftel' SChO()I roeram yives the Celebration Academy of the Pe g { & I :
¢ - - . Portland programs, Tolbert recognizes the art form as something more
c . g just one young participant in an after school  than just a past ime to be disregarded
o . S p l Leighton is just one young par !
— :J ~ SIUdentS (’redtl ve ()UI et program, hosted by the academy and the l'.I.L'hI_\ I'Ilulll Keys “There's a lot of hard work and dedication that goes into
! :r iy r’,'. BY KATHERINE BLACKMORE that shows students the importance of music in their daily it,” he said. “One of the neat things is that school bench
‘ 4 © i Tue PorTLAND OBSERVER lives scores improve when kids have an outlet. It creates more
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il g W When seventh grader Casey Leighton has absolutely the It's director John Tolbert’s hope that the program will creativity within the child. It gives them an opportunity to
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I - R worst day ever, the solution to sooth her nerves is simple: soon be able to expand far beyond its 18 students, who take  develop and have confidence in their craft.
| _ & 8 C play the clarinet. private, group and after school lessons in drumming, guitar The program’s lessons range from finding a seénse of
| |  § - -
! B o= U “It gets you going if you're inabad mood,” Leighton said.  wind instruments, piano and more. Beyond youth from rhythm through drums, plucking the fretboard of a bass
| - k-, j “It helps calm you down.” surrounding communities, he’s looking for volunteer sup-  guitar or tickling the ivories of a grand piano. Stylesof jazz,
i . 88 N It also gives her focus, which not only helps with her port - whether it means taking time out to teach, donating continued v on page A6
! musicianship, but the schoolwork she does as a student at  that dusty guitar in the corner, or helping out monetarily
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