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Christina Forbes, business coordinator for Powerhouse Temple Church of God in Christ on North 
Williams Avenue, accepts donations from a community member.
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Hurricane Victims Welcomed
continued from  Front

evacuees feel com fortable and an­
swer questions.

At the former W ashington High 
School in southeast Portland, more 
than 50 displaced residents arrived 
Sunday and received information, 
support and resources from the Red 
Cross, Salvation Army, City of Port-

land, Multnomah County, Tri-M et. 
Department of Health Services, U.S. 
Postal Service, Social Security 
Administration and others.

The Red Cross said some arrived 
by plane, bus, car and even hitch­
hiked.

More than 4,(XX) meals have been 
served to hurricane evacuees at 
W ashington High School. Locally,

the Red Cross has raised $2.8 m il­
lion in donations and $5(X),(XX) in in- 
kind gifts for the disaster relief.

Powerhouse Tem ple Church is 
planning on bringing back at least 
10 more families from the hurricane 
region via plane and bus during the 
last week o f September.

To make donations, visit the 
church at 4525 N. W illiams Ave.

HoivÔ  
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Resource Shelter Assists Arrivals
continued from  Front

ate assistance and housing for any 
victim of the storm.

“The way that all these different 
community groups are interacting. 
I’m just seeing collaboration and 
support at a level I’ve never expe­
rienced before," M iller said. “The 
story is about helping about people 
in need, but there’s also the story

about how we all came together as 
a community and changed. People 
have decided they wanted a better 
life than what they have now. Ev­
erybody is so happy to have them 
here that it's  a transform ation.”

Miller noted that a huge Red 
Cross volunteer program will also 
take place at the school. More than 
1 ,(XX) people have already signed

up to be trained and deployed to 
affected regions.

Portland-area families already 
hosting survivors should call the 
Red Cross at 503-284-1234 to in­
quire about available services and 
benefits. Com m unity members are 
also encouraged to call 211 or 1 - 
800-SAFE-NET for accurate, up­
dated information.
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Neighborhood 
Torn by Evacuee 

Concerns
continued from  Front

concerns w ere not m otivated  by 
racism.

Several people said they hoped 
those who came to Portland out of 
the disaster would get some sort of 
screening. One man, who said he 
moved to Southeast Hawthorne 
Boulevard after “fleeing” North 
Killingsworth Street and Albina 
Avenue, said his concern was as 
much for the refugees as for the 
surrounding com munity.

“L et’s say that 950 are ordinary 
people who are just trying to get 
out o f hell,” he said, “and 50 are 
criminals. That ’ s a lot o f criminals.”

Jesse Clay, a Red Cross w orker 
and another local A frican-A m eri­
can resident, said she had just re­
turned from the Sixth W ard o f  New 
Orleans and felt safer there than 
Portland.

She asked if neighbors would 
ask for screening if the displaced 
A m ericans were from M artha’s 
Vinyard.

Southeast Precinct com mander 
Rosie Sizer said the police had 
“made good progress” in dealing 
with safety concerns.

Red Cross workers Mary Loftin 
and Bob Keeler said the intent is to 
move refugees into permanent hous­
ing and to place them in jobs and 
schools, as quickly as possible.

Some residents and nearby busi­
nesses said their attem pts to help 
and to donate goods or services 
were rebuffed by the Red Cross.

But Loftin said the agency is not 
se t up to  accept d onations of 
goods and that these are best made 
toother agencies such as St. Vincent 
de Paul.

Hughes said she had previously 
attended a meeting in northeast 
Portland where people were plan­
ning a w elcom ing for the displaced 
residents and was moved to tears 
by the intense, warm and caring 
faces.

“During that evening among all 
those people who ‘did not look like 
m e,’ though many were not strang­
ers to me, I learned a thing or two 
about com m unity,” she said.

A sked his im pression o f  the 
B u ckm an  m e e tin g , N o rth ea s t 
C oalition o f  N eighborhoods chair 
W illie B row n said , “W e all have 
to  do a lot m ore lis ten ing  to  each 
o th e r.”

Find more than a million items online.

Got lots of things to mark off your list? 
Whether you need to stock your refrigerator with 

groceries or your closet with new outfits, we can help
We've combined a great selection of quality products 
and services under one roof to make marking those

things off of your list a little bit easier.
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