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elderly starving in the streets of
New Orleans, dying in shelters,
survivors still waiting for rescue
and corpses being consumed by
vermin in the streets drive Carter
and other prominent members of
Portland African American com
munity to do more

‘It’s interesting how we see that
in Bangladesh and we recogmize
it's a third world country, we see
that in the tsunami disaster and say
again ‘That’s that region of the
world,’ but here we look at New
Orleans and we have to scratch our
heads and say ‘This is really the
United States of America?’ said
Rev. Matt Hennessee, another Port
land African-American leader
“Quite frankly our response to di
sasters elsewhere is a lot quicker
and it’s a lot bigger than it feels like
the response was this time.”

Friday, Carter teamed up with
Hennessee to engineer a plan for
local relief. Also in attendance was
Peggy C. Ross of the Governor’s
Office and Amber Ontiveros from
I'riMet.

The meeting evolved to a rally-
ing effort where more than 25 local
pastors, were phoned with hopes
of organizing an event this week.

By Sunday afternoon the steer
ing committee doubled in numbers
and willingness to help. Represen-
tatives from the state and county as
well as community members wanted
to play an important part in the
revitalization of the hurricane sur
vivors' lives

The committee is working to ar
range a welcome reception for vic
tims moved to Portland as well as
various forms of assistance to help
them retain some sense of normalcy
after living through this cata
strophic event

As a result on Friday, Sept. 9 at
7 p.m., Rev. Hennessee and his
Vancouver Avenue First Baptist
Church, located at 3138 N
Vancouver Ave., will play hosttoa
gospel extravaganza

I'he Amazing Grace Relief Con
cert will benefit Hurricane Katrina
survivors who are being relocated
to Portland by the Federal Emer
gency Management Agency

Choirs and ministers fromall over
Portland will sing and preach their
hearts our with hopes of making the
survivor who will call Portland their
shelter feel more like they are athome

Attendees are encouraged to
bring donations of money, non
perishable food and clothing

Most of the displaced Amen
cans in Portland will find temporary
housing at the former Washington
High School in southeast Portland.

“If they're coming here, they're
coming with nothing,” said
Hennessee. “We're just concerned
citizens who want to see something
happen; to be of support in a time
like this.”

The gospel show will be the first
of many fund raising and outreach
efforts by the group. There are also
sub-committees working on pro-
viding health care, education as-
sistance and faith ministries
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You don’t have to wait for a sale or
clip coupons to get great prices on the
things you need when you shop with us.
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