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Songwriter ‘Smashing the Ceiling’
Magdalen Hsu-Li to perform at WSU-Vancouver

“When I was writ-

naton

ally acclaimed song ing the songs on this
writer, painter and album,” she said, “Il
cultural activist felt I was experienc
Seattle Magdalen ing a quantum leap
Hsu-Li is redefining | or personal gestaslt
the female musiciar : l'here were so many
and changing stan J' breakthroughs that
dards in the Ameri happened person
can music industry ally, emotionally, mu

Her next local per sically and spiritu
formance will take ally. And I am a per-
place Friday, Sept. 9 son that 1s all about
at 7 p.m. at Washing breaking barriers.”
ton State University Hsu-Li was born in
in Vancouver. The a small southern town
show is free to the among a handful of

public and willinclude Asian families, expeni-

a lecture program en encing extreme racism
T'he
['he Intersec

tion Of Race, Gender,
Arts.”
Li's

*Smash
ing the Ceiling,”

titled “Smashing and prejudice on a

Ceiling daily basis while bat
tling cross-cultural
and the conflicts. Through her
Hsu

CD release*

latest music, she’s trium-

phantly channeled her

fea harsh beginnings into

tures intelligent, a positive, uplifting

Magdalen Hsu-Li

soaring vocals and and electrifying force
piano ballads reminiscent of Tori leased on her independent label, that’s shared the stage with Ani
Amos and Bend Folds Five, ex- *“Chickpop Records,” and has al- DiFranco, Macy Gray, Melissa
ploring issues of love, loss and ready sold 12,000 copies on its Ferrick and Margaret Cho, among
finding one’s identity. It was re- own, butshe’s notstopping there. many others.

Ray Charles Post Office Named

(AP) I'he warm voice of Ray
Charles filled Angeles )

neighborhood near P‘
. -, ,'i

the Los
his recording
studio during an Aug. 24 ceremony
christening a post office in his name

“My hopes are that the naming
of this post office facility is only the
first of many tributes foraman who
started from nowhere to end up a
national treasure and global phe

RL‘[‘.

who sponsored

nomenon,” said Diane
Watson, D-Calif.,
the federal bill to rename the post
office.

Charles died in June 2004 of acute
73. His death

ended a 58-year career in which he

liver disease at age

A photo of Ray Charles is displayed inside the Ray Charles Post
Office during an official naming ceremony in Los Angeles. (AP photo)

combined rock ‘n’ roll with gospel
and soul to create a new style for
hits such as “What'd I Say,” “Hit
the Road Jack,” “Georgia on My
Mind” “] Can’t Stop Loving
You.”

Born Ray Charles Robinson, he
7, was

cated just blocks away from the
recording studio and business of-

20 years with an addiction to heroin
He quit the drug cold turkey in 1965.
His life story was chronicled in
the 2004 film “Ray,”
best actor Oscar for Jamie Foxx.
The Ray Charles Station is lo

and
fice where Charles produced “Geor-
gia on My Mind"” and his final al-
bum, the Grammy-winning “Genius

whichearneda
lost his eyesight at an or-

phan at 15 and struggled for nearly Loves Company.”

The Amtrak ‘Empire Builder’ transcends a mountain pass.

Amtrak Renovates Empire Builder

recalling the train’s lore: Braised
Salmon Shank with horseradish
and Great
Northern Baked Ham with sweet
citrus sauce and English Beef-
steak Pot Pie with braised toma-
toes and white mushrooms,

The Amtrak “Empire Builder,” wine orcider. On the second day ot
of America’s favorite
trains, has a fresh new look.

The train that travels through

some of America’s ".\Iﬂ'ilh'\l scen-

long one the trip, they're invited to attend

on-board wine and cheese tasting cauliflower puree,

events in the lounge car

Coach passengers are offered
ery between Chicago, Portlandand  at-seat food and beverage service.
Seattle has introduced refurbished In the dinning car, several spe

rail cars, new on-board services cial menu items have been cre The interiors of the sleeping cars

have received extensive renova-
The bedrooms have newly
designed and modern-looking toi-

and improved passenger amenities. ated to closely match the original

recipes of the Great Northern tions.
Railway. At supper time, along
with the delicious regular Amtrak

menu items, passengers will be

First class passengers — those

with sleeping accommodations,
which include dining car meal ser- let and shower units. The interiors
vice — are welcomed aboard with a of the coach and dining cars have

complimentary glass of sparkling invited to enjoy special entrees also been refurbished.
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STATE FARM INSURANCE COMPANIES

9045 SW Barbur, Suite 109 .
HOME OFFICES: BLOOMINGTON,

Portland, OR 97219
(503)221-3050
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