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Fighter Jets to 
Stay in Portland

(A P) - A federal com m ission Friday 
blocked a Pentagon plan that would have 
transferred 15 F -15 fighter jets patrolling the 
N orthw est's  skies from an O regon Air Na
tional G uard base at Portland International 
Airport.

O regon Gov. Ted Kulongoski and the 
sta te’s congressional delegation welcomed 
the com m ission’s vote against sending the 
142nd Fighter W ing’s 15 F -15 je ts to Air 
Force bases in New Jersey and Louisiana.

“Had the com m ission accepted the pro
posal to relocate this premier air defense 
unit from the Portland Air National Guard 
Base. Oregon - and our nation 's - homeland 
security would have been com prom ised.’’ 
Kulongoski said in an e-mailed statement.

“This is a big victory for Oregon, a big 
victory for the Pacific Northwest and a big 
victory for the security of the entire nation,” 
said Sen. Ron W yden. D-Ore. "The (base- 
closure) com m ission clearly took to heart 
the testimony o f Oregonians and defense 
experts, and agreed that it would be inex
cusable to leave our region a security sac
rifice zone.”

Sen. Gordon Smith, R-Ore., said the de
cision by the Defense Base Closure and 
Realignment Com m ission "will help keep 
Oregonians safe and fulfill our commitment 
to national security. O ur com munity and 
local military leadership made an ironclad 
case to the com m ission, and this is proof 
that O regon’s security trumps government 
streamlining.”

Under the Pentagon plan, two jets from 
an undeterm ined base would have been 
sent to Portland to be on alert status, but the 
nearest perm anent fighter base would be in 
Fresno, Calif. - 750 miles away. Air Guard 
officials say.

Kulongoski had threatened to sue to 
prevent the loss o f the 15 fighter jets.

The Portland base would have lost 452 
civilian and 112 military em ployees under 
the plan. Another 1,200 part-time Guard 
airmen and reservists who train at the Port
land base would have reported to other 
units.

But the region’s main argument against 
transferring the jets was that it could endan
ger the region’s security, Smith has said the 
plan would have left just a couple of planes 
to defend “a target-rich environm ent" that 
includes numerous dams along the Colum 
bia and Snake Rivers, the UmatillaChemical 
W eapons Depot in Oregon and the Hanford 
nuclear site in Washington.
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Curtis Kimbrough, left, and Larry Jury speak with youth participating in the Dream Team Basketball Basic Skills Day Camp, held at the Portland Commu
nity College Cascade Campus last week.

Basketball Camp Aims High
Youth wanting to improve their 

aim, learn about teamwork and have 
fun attended the Dream Team Bas
ketball Basic Skills Day Camp last 
week at Portland Community Col
lege Cascade Campus.

The day camp has been hosted at 
various courts in the Portland-metro 
area since 2002, when coaches 
Larry Jury and Curtis Kimbrough 
founded the program. Over the last 
three years, the camp has grown

from eight children to more than 150 
participants.

Through a non-competitive atmo
sphere, youth ages 6 to 18 are taught 
the fundamentals basketball, stressing 
the importance of teamwork, respect

and discipline on and off the court. 
There will be four more camps held 
at other area locations until late 
December.

For more inform ation, visit 
www.dreamteamcamp.com.

Diane Linn pushes back
continued fro m  Front

W ith the repeal o f the county’s 
tem porary three-year incom e tax, 
which provided an estim ated $ 128 
million to county school districts 
and program s providing mental 
health, disabled and senior ser
vices, Linn said dealing with this 
lack o f  funding will be difficult, but 
not impossible.

“ I t ’ll take a lo t o f  c rea tiv ity , a 
lo t o f  tough cho ices, a lo t o f  us
ing up rese rv es,” L inn  said.

O ne w ay to  keep  local ch ild ren  
afloat, she said , is th rough  the 
SUN  (Schools U niting  N eighbor
hoods) program , w hich has been 
reach ing  out to m ore and m ore 
area schoo ls over the last year.

SU N  encou rages afte r-schoo l 
academ ic and recreational p ro 
gram s, social se rv ices and p are n 
tal invo lvem ent to  keep ch ild ren  
on the righ t track  betw een  3 to  6 
p .m ., w hich are co nsidered  the 
m o s t v u ln e ra b le  h o u r s  o f  a

I ’m worried about my 
hometown. We're disinvesting 
in our education. We're 
making it harder to buy 
homes and making it 
harder for the middle class.
-  Diane Linn, Chair of the Multnomah County Board of Commissioners

y o u th ’s day , w ith  m any parents 
aw ay at w ork.

“How is a kid supposed to make 
the right cho ice  w hen th e y ’re out 
and  a b o u t? ” L inn asked . She 
noted that i t ’s often hard for youth 
to  go ag a in st the negative p res
sures they experience from  peers 
and hom e life.

L inn no ted  that w hile  data is

still com ing  in regard ing  the su c
cess o f  SU N , w hich affec ts  m ore 
than 10,0(X) local kids, test scores 
are im proving , paren tal inv o lv e
m ent is h igher, and school s ta ff  
“ finally  feel like th e re ’s som eone 
there to  help  th em .”

Linn hopes her work will make 
the people o f  M ultnom ah County 
feel the same way.
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The Joys Of Your Heart Live In Your Home

At American Family Insurance, we know that home is 
the place where you spend the best moments of your 
life. For this reason, regardless of whether you are an 
owner or a tenant, we have a great variety of policies 
that could offer you the protection you need. Call one 
of our local agents today or visit www.amfam.com to 
become more informed about coverage options that 
exist to protect the joys of your heart...home.

Killingsworth 
Chapel Closes

con tinued from  Front

ity ,” said  H inton.
All prearrangem ents made at the

Killingworth establishm ent have 
been transferred to Ross Holly wood

and  K ill in g s w o r th  S t. Jo h n s  
L om bard L ittle C hapel o f  The 
Chimes.

The K illingsw orth structure is 
currently for sale, how ever Hinton 
assures it is being maintained on a 
daily basis.

“While there are no funerals or 
arrangements being performed there, 
the crematory is running there is still

staff on the premises and the yard 
and property wi 11 be mai ntai ned unti 1 
a sale is made,” Hinton said.

The property will not be sold to 
another funeral hom e as the chapel 
will only execute a sale with a non
com pete clause. Currently there are 
a num ber o f perspective buyers 
interested in the property, m ost o f 
them churches, according to Hinton.
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