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Discovery Lands in California
Discovery and its crew of seven
glided safely back to Earthon Tues-
day,ending ariveting, attimes ago-
nizing, 14-day test of space shuttle
safety. Discovery swooped
through the predawn darkness and
landed at Edwards Air Force Base
in the Mojave Desert concluding
the first shuttle re-entry
Columbia’s tragic return.

since

Basie, Ella, Benny Make Hall
Count Basie, Ella Fitzgerald and
Benny Goodman head this year’s

class of 12 inductees to the Nesuhi
Ertegun Jazz Hall of Fame, which
opened last fall in New York. The
Turkish
born Ertegun, who played a key

hall is named after the

role in developing the catalog of
jazz, R&B and rock albums at At

lantic Records, the label founded
by his brother Ahmet.

Gasoline Prices Surge
The retail price of
almost 8 cents last week to aver-

gasoline rose

age $2.37 a gallon nationwide, a
new high, the Energy Department
reported.
high was $2.33 per gallon, estab-
lished the week ending July 8.
Adjusting forinflation, retail gaso-
line prices peaked above $3 a gal-
lonin 1981.

The previous record

Anchor Peter Jennings Dies
Peter Jennings, the
urbane, Canadian-
born broadcaster
who delivered the
news to Americans
each night in five
separate decades,
died Sunday. He was 67. Jennings,
who announced in April that he
had lung cancer, died at his New
York home.

Rules for Morning-After Pill
Federal health officials will decide
this month whether to let women
buy emergency contraception with-
out a prescription. But states al-
ready are moving to expand access
to Plan B, the pill that can prevent
pregnancy if taken soon after un-
protected sex,
ing efforts to restrict it. If the FDA
does allow easier access, the pills
probably would come with an age
limit — anyone younger than 16
would still need a prescription.

amid some compet-

Car Bomber Strikes Convoy
(AP)- A suicide car bomber struck
a U.S. convoy Tuesday near a
crowded square in a wave of vio-
lence thatkilled at least 1 7 people,
including a U.S. soldier in
Baghdad as Iraqi politicians re-
sumed talks on drafting a new
constitution.

Communlty Commitment

New Seasons
to open Arbor
Lodge store

BY KATHERINE BLACKMORE

THE PORTLAND OBSERVER
In 1999, three Portland families,

with about 50 other people,

along
started a
community market called New Seasons.
A little more than five years later, the local
chain is flourishing with five locations

Portland Boulevard and Interstate Av
enue, set to open its doors on Wednes
day, Aug. 31
following Labor Day weekend on Sept. 3
and 4

“We're completely thrilled with how
Rohter said

store 1s employing approxi-

with a grand opening the

it’s turned out,”
'he new
mately 160 people to do everything from
checking and customer service to man-
aging areas such as the deli, bakery and
produce departments. Most of the staff
has been hired so far, with help from a

recent job fair held at Peace Lutheran
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successfully in operation and four more

stores on the way.

Despite the phenomenal growth, the
markets continue to be locally owned and
operated, staying connected to the indi
vidual communities they serve and win
ning customer loyalty through old-fash

ioned service and a modern atmosphere.

“We're

Portland have a strong desire to support
"said Brian Rohter, New
and chief executive

|HL :I| I‘ll\lTlL'\\L'\.,-
Seasons co-founder
officer.*

to our customers, we have

workforce and we offer really great, high
quality, locally grown and produced prod-

ucts.”

Rohter said while New Seasons is

branching out from its

northeast, southeast and

Portland, with one location in Hil

a local chain and people in

We offer extraordinary attention
a happy

locations 1n
southwest
Isboro

and stores in the works over the next

couple of years for Beaverton,
Oswego and Happy Valley,

no plans whatsoever to move beyond

the metro area.

“We're only opening

own cities so we know the communities

really well,” Rohter said. **

out there and solve problems. It makes all
the difference in the world to do business

at home.”

The latest incarnation of New Seasons

Lake

there are

It's easy to go

PHOTOS BY KATHERINE BiLA( Mmm{lm Porti \\n()rwuu R
Peg O'Hara, New Seasons Market at Arbor Lodge store manager (left),
with Customer Service Manager Jerald Mathies and Assistant Store Manager
Marisel Emert in the store's colorful deli-seating area, currently undergoing

construction and set to open Aug. 31.

stores in our

will be its Arbor Lodge location on North
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Why White Kids
Love Hip Hop

Author sees racial harmony in song

By NicorLe Hoorer
THE PORTLAND OBSERVER
Hip hop music has had an influ-

ence on racial harmony as much as
the Civil Rights movement, accord-
ing to Bakari Kitwana, author of
Why White Kids Love Hip Hop.

The formerexecutive ofhiphop’s
The Source magazine, Kitwana re-
cently visited Portland on a national
tour to promote the book, his newest
installment following his book Hip
Hop Generation.

“White kids are processing rac
ismdifferently,” Kitwanasaid. “This
is a generation of young whites who
are thinking differently about what
it means to be young and white. It’s

PHOTO BY Ni1coLE Hooprer/
Tue PORTLAND OBSERVER
Bakari Kitwana
an alienation from America. They
don’t have everything good. This
idea of white privilege is for the first
time being challenged.”
Kitwana's research isn’t about
pop culture as much as it is about
underground political hip hop. For
example, Rapper Eminem is one of
the few white rappers that have been
able to maintain his ghetto pass into
the world of rap, but this book is

about white kids writing for political

change

“Eminem was just a part of the
story,” Kitwanasaid.” “People mea-
sure Eminemin sales, but the impact

is more significant in the Beastie
Boys.”

Kitwana believes black rappers
merging withother white musicians,
like 1986's "Walk This Way"
colloboration of Run DMC and
Aerosmith, was influential in help-
ing rap cross over to the mainstream.

With the population of African-
Americans being so small and rap
record sales being so high, it is evi-

continued N on page AS

We focus on trying to make sure that
the people that work in our stores look
like the people that shop in our stores.

— Brian Rohter, New Seasons Market co-founder and chief executive officer

Aug. 20 at 7 p.m. at the Hollywood Theatre, 4122 N.E.

ing

they

said.

stands

1 my life to receive that award,”

said.

we chose that hive

Into

multicultural staft

make sure each of its store

the people that shop in our stores,’

For these diversity

tunity
the St
Ir. Medal of Honor for Social
nomic Justice in 2004,

“That was one of the prouder moments

months because we

Church in north Portland
“We had 1,100 people

and we have hundreds of

attend the job
applicants

in the community,”

Rohter said.
Keeping with its philosophy of blend

the neighborhood, the

at New Seasons 1s no

accident

'he firmemploys afull time recruiterto

locations re-

flect the diversity of the neighborhoods
SCIrve.

“We focus on trying to make sure that
the people that work in our stores look like

"Rohter

efforts, the Urban

League of Portland honored Rohter and
New Seasons in 2004 with its Equal Oppor-

Award. He was also honored with
Andrew Church Martin Luther King

and Eco-

Rohter

I'he molding of each store to please its
customers 1s a work-in |1IIIIL‘I'L‘\\
“We open the store based on the know]-

L‘ti;‘x‘ that we have and it evolves over the

receive comments

continued N on page A3
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Local filmmaker Opio Sokoni will debut his Portland film “Small City, Big Hip Hop " on Saturday,

Filmmaker spotlights
Portland music scene

#y KATHERINE BLACKMORE
Tue PORTLAND OOBSERVER

When outsiders think of the
Portland music scene, hip hop
doesn’t generally come to mind
Hipsters, rock bands and techno
DJs tend to dominate the head
lines, and a posh, yet bohemian,
culture dominates the streets as
gentrification slowly creeps its
way through neighborhoods

Through his debut documen

tary film “Small City. Big Hip Hop,”
Opio Sokoni hopes to bring lightto
the burgeoning hip-hop commu
nity in Portland, proving that the
city is a hub for impressive but
undiscovered talent in the genre
A transplant from Washington
DL

University trained lawyer and gen

in 2003, Sokoni 1s a Howard

eral manager for a local radio sta-

tion. His calling, however, is not

only todiscuss entertainment news,

Sandy Bivd.

but to delve into the social issues
behind it. He knows hip hopdoesn’t
just mean buying an album, listen
ing to it and moving on
of hife. It
how they ac

I's away
affects the way people
dress, t, what they're
concerned with

“In the film, vou see DIs, danc
ers, fashion designers, spoken
word, and people understanding
what the culture is all about,” Sokoni
said. “It"sa very independent move-

ment here because there are no

platinum artists, no film industry.

continued g on page AS
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