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Parade
Rejection
Appealed
Buffalo Soldiers 
may ride after all

Despite playing an important 
part o f the diversity in the Rose 
Festival G rand Floral Parade 
since 1989, the Buffalo Soldiers 
were recently given a harsh re
jection letter from officials to 
participate in Saturday’s festiv i
ties. Considering African Ameri
cans are already underrep-re
sented in the parade, this is a 
huge blow to the community.

The letter explained that safety 
violations had been breached by 
the Buffalo Soldiers during a pa
rade in 2003 when horses were 
left unattended, sores were found 
on the horses and one of the 
anim als bucked before the pa
rade.

The accusations are ridiculous 
and unfair, the local chapter says.

Several handlers stayed with 
horses during the parade, they 
said, which is contradictory to 
the o ffic ia l’s response that only 
one h an d le r w as w ith e igh t 
horses that had been tied to trees.

The chapter’s vice president 
Jimmy Smith said there w eren’t 
even any trees around the setup 
area for horses to be tied to.

W hile it was true that a horse 
bucked before the parade, the 
animal calm ed down during fes
tivities. Smith pointed out that 
one year, a rodeo queen 's horse 
ran into the crowd during the 
p a ra d e - but i t ’s unlikely the 
queen and her horse were repri
manded.

T he so re s  fo u n d  by the  
parade’s veterinarian were rain 
rot, a common skin condition with 
m inor consequences. They did 
not trigger a problem of neglect 
or any health concerns.

Rose Festival officials have 
scheduled a m eeting W ednes
day m orning to reconsider its de
cision.

Leslie G oodlow-Baldwin, an 
African American vice president 
o f the Rose Festival association, 
was quoted in the Oregonian as 
saying parade officials may have 
erred on the side of safety and 
were unmindful o f the symbolic 
c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  e x c lu d in g  
people of color in the parade.
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Madeline Martinez of Portland finds relief from marijuana for her chronic pain from a degenerative 
disk and joint disease. She described her ordeal in a Portland Observer story from last fall during 
the Ballot Measure 33 campaign to ease access to cannabis for qualified patients.

Medical Marijuana Loses in Court
Feds open to prosecute patients

(A P)-TheU .S.Suprem eC ourt 
says state laws allowing medical 
use of marijuana don’t protect sick 
people from federal prosecution.

In 6-3 ruling Monday, justices 
sided with the Bush Administra
tion, finding that users can be pros
ecuted under a federal ban on the 
drug — even if used under a 
doctor’s order.

Writing for the majority, Justice 
John Paul Stevens said Congress 
can change the law to allow medi
cal use of the drug.

The decision is a defeat for the 
drug’s advocates, who have suc
cessfully passed medical mari
juana laws in California, Oregon, 
Washington and 7 other states. 
Oregon officials said Monday they 
would temporarily stop issuing 
medical marijuana cards to patients 
in response to the court ruling.

The issue being decided was 
whether it was constitutional to 
prosecute medical marijuana us
ers under the federal Controlled 
Substances Act. Under the Con-

stitution, Congress can pass laws 
to regulate states’ economic ac
tivity as long as “interstate com
merce” is involved.

The Supreme Court’s decision 
was based on a California case 
where the marijuana was home
grown, distributed to patients for 
free and didn’t cross state bor
ders.

In a dissent, Justice Sandra Day 
O ’Connor said state powers "have 
always included authority to de
fine criminal law and to protect the 
health, safety, and welfare” of citi
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Real People, Real Advice

An advice cal a inn known for  
its fearless approach Io 
reality-based subjects!

Dear Deanna!
Before I get started. I'll go ahead 
and be honest. I fell in love with a 
lady because of her looks. She's 
very pretty and because of this,
I ’ ve been giving her material things, 
money and anything she asks for. 
Now I realize she's using me, cheat
ing and everything else but 1 don’t 
know what to do. My friends told 
me she was a gold digger but I 
didn’t listen. What do I do about 
this? -A ndre; Washington. D.C. 

Dear Andre:
Let's fast forward and realize this 
lady is not a gold digger. She’s part 
of the new breed called Animal 
Lovers. These are women that want 
a Jaguar in the garage, a Mink on 
their back, a Tiger in the bed and a 
Jackass to pay for everything. Re
gain your pride and your wallet 
while you can and simply leave her 
and keep it moving.

Ask Deanna is written by Deanna 
M. Write Ask Deanna! Email: 
askdeannal@yahoo.com or 264 
S. LaCienega Blvd. Suite 1283 
Beverly Hills, CA 90211. Website: 
www.askdeanna.com

Neighborhood
Are you going to participate in 

this year’s Rose Festival?

Yes. I think it’s good for the city 
and it brings in people and gives 

the city publicity nationwide. We 1 
are known as the "City of Roses.”

-Anthony Olson Estes

Right now I'm  in the Army National 
Guard and I am supposed to be going to 
Iraq. I just don’t have time to join in the 
festivities. Hopefully, when things settle 
down by next year I can attend. 
-Deborah Anderson

I sometimes avoid downtown during the 
Rose Festival because of the congestion, 
but I’m always happy that it’s happening. 
-Lynne Shinto

I’m not interested. I think my 
time is better spent in other 

places. The fair is too expensive.
-Matthew Dour

I don’t anymore since my children 
have been out of middle school. They 
come downtown on their own. I don't 

like putting up with the traffic.
-Pete Wagner
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