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Opinion
Opinion articles do not 

necessarily reflect or represent the 
views o f The Portland Observer

Education Becomes Game of Chance
School closures defer 
‘American Dream’
by S teve L inder and L ynn S chore

For most Americans, earning a living 
wage, home ownership and a decent retire
ment are part o f the American Dream. Equal 
access to public education for all is a cor
nerstone o f that dream. Today, equal ac
cess to education is being redefined as 
equal access to a "Game o f Chance.”

The Portland Public School Board’s 
decision to close neighborhood schools is 
the latest step in a strategy to move chil
dren from small neighborhood schools to 
larger ‘com m unity’ schools where they 
must be bused or where there is small 
lottery chance at getting into a well-funded

magnet school.
Access to this game is not equal. Special 

groups get priority access. Certain special 
schools pull a disproportionate am ount o f 
PPS Foundation monies, defying logic and 
policy.

M agnet schools seem like window dress
ing on a failing school system. M agnet 
schools have their place, but neighbor
hood schools must be the first priority, 
because they best provide the equal ac
cess supported by law.

The school board has chosen to ignore 
its own school closure policy. Will it follow 
state and federal law? Will it follow Brown 
v. Board o f  Education o f  Topeka ?

This new separate and unequal design 
w ill w orsen  seg reg atio n  in P ortland  
schools. Portland’s new  big box and lot
tery education strategy will prepare only
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Neighborhood schools must be the first priority, because 

they best provide the equal access supported by law.
the special few for the great jobs. U nfortu
nately, many excellent jobs will goto  people 
educated outside Portland, because our 
local education system is impoverished.

Salem is draining M ultnomah County 
and starving public education in Portland. 
The State Legislature is standing by while 
neighborhood schools are closed, neigh
borhood pride and identity are lost, fam i
lies are pushed out o f Portland, teachers 
are laid off, and sound education is sacri
ficed.

The Portland Public School Board is so 
beleaguered it may not even realize the

short-sightedness o f  consolidation and 
closure decisions. PPS is liquidating our 
city ’s historic legacy: the small, w ell-situ
ated neighborhood schools.

An intrinsic elem ent o f  value in a neigh
borhood is the school within that neigh
borhood. The neighborhood school re
flects com m unity vitality. When a neigh
borhood loses its school, it not only loses 
identity and pride: it becom es im pover
ished economically com pared to any neigh
borhood with a school.

W hat are better strategies? M ake better 
financial use o f the valuable Blanchard

1
Administration Building property. Coordi
nate with City Bureaus for multi-purpose 
use o f  public properties. Show the public 
some PPS warehouse closures ! To improve 
custom er service and save money, con
solidate the PPS central office and cut 
adm inistrative fat. There is som ething sus
picious about a school district that needs 
a Com m unications Departm ent and a Pub
lic Relations Department.

Steve Linder and Lynn Schore are Smith  
School parents fro m  southw est Portland. 
They are m em bers o f  the Neighborhood  
Schools Alliance.

More Prisons Are Not the Answer
Increase safety 
with sentencing 
options
by J udge G reg M athis

Crime rates are down, 
but incarceration rates in
crease. The num ber o f 
people going in to prison 
outpaces the number com 
ing out. As a result, our 
p r iso n  p o p u la tio n  in 
creased by just over 48,000 in one 
year -  that’s about 900 new inmates 
a week.

Last year, 2.1 million people called 
a U.S. prison or jail home, a 2.3- 
percent increase from the previous 
year. These new numbers from the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics repre
sent a record 30-plus year rise in the 
num ber of prisoners in the U.S.

Changes in sentencing law ex
plain much of the increase. Laws

Or. Billy R. Flowers
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SPINACOLUMN
An ongoing senes of questions and answers about America’s natural healing profession

Part 7. CHILDREN & CHIROPRACTIC: 
Start off early in life for a lifetime of health

Q: When will my children be 
old  enough to benefit from  

seeing Chiropractor?

A: Children of Chiropractors 
often receive their first spi

nal adjustments the day they are 
bom. Using special techniques 
forinfants, Chiropractors are able 
to correct spinal m isalignments 
caused by the traumatic and turn
ing o f childbirth. W hat’s more, 
w e’re frequently able to alleviate 
infant problems like colic that of
ten keeps both babies and par
ents up all night.

Q: I have a fr ien d  who takes 
her children to a Chiro

practor even when they aren 't 
sick. Why would she do this?

put into place in the 80s and 90s -  
m andatory drug sentencing and 
three strike laws am ong them - pre
vent judges from evaluating the 

conditions of the offense 
and the background of 
the offender. Strict sen
tences are required, re
gardless o f  w hether or 
not they fit the specifics 
o f the case. A side effect 
o f this sentencing struc
ture is an overcrowded 
prison system where over

50-percent o f the inmates are non
violent and drug offenders.

There is growing evidence that 
the money spent to house lesser 
offenders often doesn’t offset the 
costs o f  the crim es prevented. 
A dditionally, many studies and 
experts say large-scale im prison
ment is not the most effective means 
of achieving public safety. There 
appears to be a point at which the 
harmful effects o f this trend out

A : Actually, there are more rea 
sons for children to see a C hi
ropractor regularly than there are 

for adults. First o f all, because of 
their activities in school and out, 
children naturally take more spills 
than an average adult. This is one of 
the most common reasons people 
bring their children to a Chiroprac
tor. But the best reason of all is so

Flowers' Chiropractic Office
2124 N.E. Hancock Street 
Portland, Oregon 97212

Phone: (5 0 3 ) 287 -5504

weigh any reductions in crime.
W hile incarcerating offenders 

may serve to reduce the am ount o f 
crime com mitted in certain neigh
borhoods, those same areas are 
damaged as more people are impris
oned and recycled in and out o f the 
system. This creates a set o f social 
challenges that affect the offender, 
the offender’s family and the com 
munity as a whole and lasts long 
after a sentence has been served.

Pressuring lawmakers to rein
state judicial discretion is the first 
step to easing prison overcrow d
ing. W ith th is pow er resto red  
judges can sentence a drug or non
violent offender to prison, order 
them to seek substance abuse or 
psychiatric counseling.

Policym akers must also make 
sure inmates and those recently 
released receive the necessary psy
chological, drug prevention and 
life-skills counseling. Keeping re
cidivism rates down is a critical

that with regular Chiropractic care, 
children can develop a nearly per
fect spine. Not only to help them do 
better in school, but to gain in
creased strength, health and vital
ity throughout their adult lives. To 
find out all the ways Chiropractic 
can help yourchildren experience a 
lifetime of good health, please call 
us at the number below.

com ponent o f  m aking sure the 
nation’s prison population doesn’t 
continue to increase.

It is no secret that poor and black 
com m unities tend to carry much of 
the burden o f the escalating incar
ceration rates. W hen large num 
bers o f individuals from a particular 
population are sent to prison, that 
com m unity’s ability to overcome 
financial and social obstacles is 
severely weakened. Furthermore, 
that com m unity’s views o f what is 
‘norm al’ can begin to shift. Prisons, 
much like schools or religious insti
tutions, begin to shape the values 
o f that com m unity.

W ith a prison population made 
up o f nearly 60-percent Blacks and 
Latinos, society as a whole, A fri
can-Am ericans in particular, can ’t 
afford to let this trend continue.

Judge Greg M athis is chairman  
o f  the Rainbow PU SH-Excel Board  
and a national board m em ber o f  
the Southern Christian Leadership  
Conference.

Butterflies are back!

• Discover their secret lives 
• Watch them hatch 

• Learn how to attract them at home

Neighborhoods in Danger
Neighbors are one o f my joys 

and children are one the strongest 
glues to hold us together.

If you ever becom e alert for a 
child in possible danger you al
ways get a smile from the parent. 
If  you ever volunteer to help a 
child in homework you can get 
invited for dinner.

Listening to the children is a 
must for a  strong neighborhood. 
W hen children com plain about 
what is happening at school it is 
time to spring to alarm. This means 
the neighborhood is in danger.

School policy can be as threat
ening as an earthquake. If children 
feel disrupted by changes in school 
it is tim e to act. If some children 
feel they are being left behind, it is 
time to get together and act. The 
neighborhood is in danger.

Everyone in the neighborhood

should be concerned about the 
children, not ju st parents.

A child who sees a constructive 
future is not easily derailed into 
destructive behavior. A child who 
sees your concern for their safety 
and openness to their creativity is 
not going to see your place as a 
spot to vent frustration. For the 
child’s good and our own well 
being, all o f  us should be support
ing the children.

W hat a jo y  o f the spirit is a 
neighborhood with happy ch il
dren. This m eans their main jo b  o f 
learning is going well. They are 
safe. They the adults are listening 
to them . They can even feel it if  you 
cast your votes thinking o f them. 
These are the roots o f a strong 
neighborhood.

Jim Anderson
Northeast Portland

Oregon Air National Guard
$ 2 0 ,0 0 0  In student loan repayments
$ 1 0 ,0 0 0  Cash Bonus before 5-11-05
Over $800/M onth Educational Benefits
Travel Opportunities • Paid Technical Training

Contact your local 
Air National Guard 
Recruiter to 
determine eligibility.

WINGED WONDER5
May 21 through Labor Day

GRAND OPENING WEEKEND
May 21 and 2,2 

Fun activities for kids!

OREGON www.oregonzoo.org zoo Take MAX to the zoo and 
<> m e t r o get 50$ off zoo admission

http://www.oregonzoo.org

