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A loaded .32-caliberrevolver
fell from the backpack of a 10
year-old boy April 27 at King
Elementary in northeast Port
land.

Fellow students told authori
ties they noticed the gun but
didn’tsay anything initially for
fear of a threat given by the boy
thatif they told, they’d get shot

The student was taken into
protective custody and given a

King School Gun Scare

mental evaluation. It was deter
mined the child did not have an
anger problem, but had brought
the firearm to school only to show
1noft,

He was described as a student
with satisfactory grades and aquiet
demeanor

An investigation also deter
mined the gun had gone missing
from his home after hcmg inher
ited from a family member
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U.S. Military Weaker

Slower victories seen in future

(AP)

not be able to win any new wars as

I'he U.S. military may

quickly as planned because the wars
in Irag and Afghanistan have
strained 1its manpower and re
sources, the nation’s top military
otficertold Congress inaclassified
report

Gen. Richard Myers, chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, de
scribed the U.S.

period of increased risk, accord

military as in a

Ing to a senior defense official,
who described the report Tues-
day on the condition of anonym-
ity

Myers predicted the risk would
godownina yearortwo, the official
said. Myers provided the report to
Congress Monday

Still, the report says the U.S.
military is able to win any conflict it
becomes involved in, said Penta-

gon spokesman Bryan Whitman.

Among the most likely con-
flicts the Pentagon foresees in
the near term are with North Ko-
rea and Iran, the two remaining
members of President Bush’s
“axis of evil.” The Bush adminis-
tration accuses both of having
ambitions to become a nuclear
power; North Korea has already
claimed it has nuclear weapons.

The U.S. military has timelines in
place for defeating its potential

adversaries, givenenough soldiers,
tanks, aircraft and warships to do
the job. But with so much of those
resources tied up fighting insur-
gencies in Irag and Afghanistan,
those timelines could slip, Myers
said, according to the defense offi-
cial.

About 138,000 American troops
are in Iraq, according to U.S. Cen-
tral Command. Another 18,000 are
in Afghanistan.

Prisoner Abuse Sentence Considered

Pfc. England
pleads guilty

(AP)

l'uesday for the panel that will

Jury selection started

recommend a sentence for '\['ll]_\-
Reserve Pfc

who pleaded guilty to mistreat-

Lynndie England,

ing prisoners at the Abu Ghraib
prison camp in Iraq.

England accepted responsibil
ity tor the smiling, thumbs-up
poses she struck for photographs
taken at Abu Ghraib that made
her the face of the prisoner abuse
scandal.

England, 22, pleaded guilty
Monday to seven counts of mis-
treating prisoners, saying she let
her comrades talk her into going
along with the abuse.

I'he charges carry up to 11
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Army Pfc. Lynndie R. England arrives with members of her

defense team for her court martial at Fort Hood, Texas.

years in prison, but prosecutors
and the defense reached an
agreement that caps the sentence
ata lesser punishment, the length
of which was not released. She
will get the lesser of the military
jury’s sentence or the term agreed
on in the plea bargain.
Selection of a sentencing jury
made up of officers and senior

enlisted soldiers from Fort Hood

Rights Activist Dies at 90

Fought for better education system

(AP)-Kenneth B. Clark, an edu-
cator and psychologist who spent
his life working for racial integra-
tion and improvement in the educa-
tion of black children, has died. He
was 90,

Clark’s daughter, said that her
father died Sunday at his home in
Hastings-on-Hudson. The cause
of death was not immediately
known.

Clark’s pioneering study on the
effects of racial discrimination was
cited by the U.S. Supreme Court in
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began Tuesday morning.

AtMonday’s hearing, England
softly told the judge she initially
resisted taking part in the abuse
at the Baghdad prison, but caved
in to peer pressure.

“I could have said, ‘No,™”
told Col. James Pohl, the judge. “I
knew it was wrong.”

Pvt. Charles Graner Jr., labeled
the abuse ringleader and the man

she

Kenneth B. Clark

its historic 1954 ruling in Brown v.
Board of Education, which declared
segregation in public schools un-
constitutional.

He was the first black professor
to gain tenure at the City University
of New York and was a distin-

said to be the father of England’s
infant son, is expected to testify
on England’s behalf, perhaps as
early as Tuesday.

Graner was convicted in Janu-
ary on a range of abuse charges
and is serving a 10-year sentence
in the military prison at Fort
Leavenworth, Kan.

England became a central fig-
ure in the Abu Ghraib scandal
after photos emerged last year
showing her and others sexually
humiliating Iraqi prisoners.

England, from Fort Ashby,
W.Va,, said she knew all along
that she could have
to take part in the abuse. “I had
a choice, but 1 chose to do
what my friends wanted me to,”
she said.

England entered guilty pleas
to two counts of conspiracy to

refused

maltreat prisoners, four counts
of maltreating prisoners and one
count of committing an indecent
act. Prosecutors agreed to drop
another count of committing an
indecent act and one count of
dereliction of duty.

guished professor emeritus at City
College. He also taught at Harvard,
Columbia and the University of
California.

Clark never abandoned his be-
lief in the importance of education
inovercoming racism. “I think that
white and blacks should be taught
to respect their fellow human be-
ings as an integral part of being
educated,” he said.

“Aracistsysteminevitably de-
stroys and damages human be-
ings; it brutalizes and dehuman-
izes them, blacks and whites alike,”
he wrote.

His books included “Prejudice
and YourChild"” and “Dark Ghetto.”
He was a past president of the
American Psychological Associa-
tion. Among his honors were the
NAACP’s prestigious Spingarn
Medal in 1961 and the Four Free-
doms award in 1985,

Africa worst for
mothers, children

Many kids fortunate just to survive

(AP) Africa is the worst conti-
nent to be a mother or child, and
Mali is one of the worst countries,
where one in eight children will die
before seeing a first birthday, ac-
cording to a study published Tues-
day.

The State of the World's Moth-
ers 2005, areport by Save The Chil-
dren USA, studied 110 countries
and details health and educational
opportunities for mothers and their
children.

“Conditions for children and
mothers in the bottom-ranked coun-
tries are devastating,” said Charles
MacCormack, president of Save the
Children. “Many children are fortu-
nate just to survive the first five
years of life and have achance to go
to school.”

In Burkina Faso, fewer than one
in 10 women can read and write. In
Ethiopia just 25 percent of the popu-

lation has access to clean water.

Scandinavian countries sweep
the top rankings for the best
places to be a mother, while coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Africa domi-
nate the bottom tier, the report
said. Out of the 10 worst coun-
tries to be a mother or child, seven
are in Africa.

In Sweden, which tops the list,
nearly all women are literate. In
Ethiopia, only 34 percent of
women are literate. A mother in
Ethiopiais 37 times more likely to
see her child die in the first year
of life than a mother in Sweden.

The United States ranked 1 1th.

Save the Children argues that
education, family planning and
trained birth attendants are key
in boosting child survival and
well-being. Effective contracep-
tion use can save thousands of
lives, it concluded.
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