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SPORTS

Team Earns State Championship

Donations for
tournament
requested

Northeast Portland’s Oregon
Reign basketball program, a 10-and
under girl’s Amateur Athletic Union
team, is preparing for regional and
national tournaments after winning a
state AAU championship April 171n
Eugene

T'he girls will move up to the Pa-
cific Northwest Championships in
Yakima, Wash. in May and end the
season with a trip to Orlando, Fla. in
June to compete for a national AAU
championship

T'he competition brings the daunt
ing task of raising $25,000 to cover
travel, lodging and meals. The Reign
have raised over $8,0000 1hI'iJlI‘L'h
several fundraising events including
a shoot-a-thon, candy sales, car
washes and donations from Dale
Davisofthe NBA Indiana Pacersand
former NBA Guard Terrell Brandon.
But they still are far from their goal.

“Like other nonprofit organiza-
tions, the Oregon Reign girls basket-
ball program needs financial re
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regional and national tournaments after

winning the state championship for girls 10 and under in the Amateur Athletic Union league.

sources to help achieve its goals,”
says coach Bryon Sheng. “The team
has worked extremely hard this sea-
son and now need the help of our
friends, supporters and the Portland
community.”

If you wish to make a financial
donation, make checks payable to
Oregon Reign Basketball and mail

themto7311N.E. 11" Ave., Portland,
OR97211.

The program provides a top qual-
ity environment for aspiring young
female athletes to enhance their bas-
ketball skills beyond that which they
might achieve participating in recre-
ational leagues.

The team works with the young

players to be competitive, but also
want them to enjoy the game and
have fun. The program emphasizes
teaching the life lessons learned
through sports, like teamwork, com-
munication, leadership, friendships,
responsibility, and building a strong
work ethic.

Call 503-539-75 14forinformation.

Film tells Sebastian Telfair success story

(AP) - Sebastian Telfair was at
Jay-Z's Manhattan nightclub with
his family, watching TV and wait
ing for the announcement from the
Madison Square Garden podium
that would send him across the
country and change his life.

The Brooklyn point guard witha
dazzling mix of smarts and skills
was selected by the Portland Trail
Blazers with the 13th pick in last
year's NBA draft.

That moment is captured by di-
rector Jonathan Hock and cinema-
tographer Alastair Christopher in
*“Through the Fire.” The documen-
tary made its world premiere last
week at the Tribeca Film Festival -
a mere subway ride away from the
Coney Island housing project
where Telfair grew up - and
chronicles the soul-searching of

one of the most publicized high
school players to come out of New
York.

“I'm not a pro basketball scout,
but he's a basketball prodigy,”
Hock said. “They’ve been talking
about him since the sixth grade.”

Telfair was the fourth high
schooler drafted that year, the lat
est ina growing line of abundantly
gifted players ready to tangle in the
NBA with no college interruption,
a trend the NBA would like to halt
witha minimum age limit of 20,

This was no easy choice and no
easy time for Telfair, a 6-foot, 160-
pounder who led powerhouse
Abraham Lincoln High School to
three New York City public league
titles and one state championship.
NBA scouts tracked his every point
and assist during his senior year. A

sneaker deal was
thrown at him by
Adidas. He madeitto
the cover of Sports
[llustrated.
And
present, like a great

always

weight, there was the
decision: Go pro or
attend Louisville and
play for Rick Pitino?
His cousin Stephon
Marbury of the New

In this pho

scene for

York Knicks spent a year at Georgia

Tech before he was selected fourth

in the NBA draft. His half brother,

Providence’s Jamel Thomas,
dreamed of NBA stardom but wasn't
chosen.

Hock originally planned a short
piece about high school players
heading directly to the NBA - like

to from Hock Films, Blazer rookie
Sebastian Telfair is photographed for a March
2004 Sports lllustrated magazine cover, in a

“Through the Fire.” (AP photo)

Kobe Bryant, Kevin Garnett and
LeBron James - for HBO's “On the
Record With Bob Costas.” What
he found was a more compelling
story.

Telfair, who turns 20 in June,
always believed he was ready to
play with the big boys, but admits
he still has a lot to learn.
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Commercial Broker

DON'T MISS THIS
BOOK READING

COMEHEARTHESTORY.COMEHEAR AUTHOR STEPHAN
HANKS EXPLAIN HOW HEDISCOVERED HIS SLAVE ANCES-
TORS AND SIXGENERATIONS OFFAMILY HISTORY.

Learn about the Kru tribe of West Africa and hear the |
sage about Akey, Botswain, Eliza, William and others.

Read the book “AKEE TREE, A Descendant’s
Search for his Ancestors o nthe Eskridge Planta-
tions,” by author Stephen Hanks.

Reflections Books, 2 PM Saturday, May 7, 2005
446 NE Killingsworth

COME HEAR THE STORY, COME READ THE BOOK!

(| ADD THIS TO YOUR BOOK COLLECTION!

Looking

for an

affordable place to live?

* Thousands of listings
* Free Service
includes special needs housing

3.
0

www.HOUSINGCONNECTIONS.ORG
503.802.8562

To Place Your Classified Advertisement
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YOUR DEDUCTIBLE!!

We pay up to 100% of your deductible

Quality work at
affordable pricing

Free Estimates & &)
COLLISION CENTER

Insurance Billing @&

503-445-4702

"Always Service With A Smile" 6444 NE Martin Luther King Bivd.
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BIG CITY PRODUCE
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In Store Specials This Week: I
Assorted Varieties of Oregon Grown Apples }
3ibs for 99 cents, No Limit I
BIG CITY PRODUCE I
722 N. Sumner, PDX |
(corner of Albina & Sumner) |
503 460 3830 |
Special Ends 5/3/05 I
Voted Best Sustainable Food System 2004
By the City of Portland’s Best Awards

Local Produce For Local Folks
Discount Groceries Now Too!
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Open Monday-Friday 7:30 am till 7:00 pm
Sunday 9am till 7pm Saturday 9am till 6pm

JasonW. Ruecker Loan Officer

FLAGST R
- BANK
Home Purchase
Refinance
Great Service
My first
priority is your
best interest!

503.223.2162
503.223.2163
800.280.4187
503.803.5177

Office:
FAX:
Toll Free:

Cell:

926 NW 13" Avenue, Ste. 140, Portland, OR 97209
Jason.ruecker@flagstar.com

Zion CME Church Presents

Precious Memories

A Gospel / Jazz Brunch
Honoring Matrons of Motivation
(M.O.M.)

Sunday May 8", 2005
8:00 am to 10:00 am
4733 NE. Thompson Street
(off Sandy Blvd)
Portland, Oregon
Spoken Word Artist

S. Renee Mitchell
Nappyroots Press

Keynote Speaker
Rev. Helen Haynes
Allen Temple CME Church

Guest Vocalist
Marilyn Keller
Portland Oregon

Pick up your complimentary ticket
And order your Mother’s Day
Commemorative Candle at

Co-sponsored by

Allen Temple CME Church
Melodies from Heaven
(KKSL 1290AM)

Portland Observer

basiq blaq productions

Ross Hollywood Chapel
4733 NE. Thompson St

a
Killingsworth Little Chapel
of the Chimes
430 N. Killingsworth

For more information call
Pastor Renee Ward
503-281-1800 or 503-283-1976
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