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Radioing a frightened “goodbye
Tuskegee Airmen comrades he parted com
pany with his P51 fighter plane. In all the com
motion, he pulled the parachute a little early. As
he was yanked from the plane at over 400 miles
an hour, his head hit something hard. When he
looked up and saw his aircraft disappear, then
everything went silent and dark. His comrades
watched in silence

What would happen to their trusted friend
and fellow at arms? Would he pummel to the
ground and die or would he make survive and
w.He and

his buddies had just reduced another enemy
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Seconds later
Lieutenant Luther
Smith woke up to what appeared to be a horrible

Lt. Luther Smith

dream. Head pounding in pain and legs wound
up in a parachute torn in half by the early
ejection sequence. This he figured was surely
the end. He did what he could to free himself
but then the world went dark once more. Was
it all over, or would he wake up again? Would
he ever see America and his loved ones again
or would he die right here and now in a desolate
European woods?

* Suddenly Smith regained consciousness, only
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to feel his body being slammed from all direc
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For the next several months Smith was a
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rehabilitation in an American hospital loday, Smitl

Sixty-one years later, this African American  live in Vill:
war hero is not only still alive to tell his own
the General

story, he is also president of the famous

Tuskegee Airmen’s Association loday he

During Black History Month, Smith, 84 years
old, visited the Evergreen Aviation Museum in
McMinnville, to share a story that tells us all

why we love America and the Americans like
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on his autobiography and

enjoys the company of his two grown children.

He also recently finished publishing a colorful
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to lose touch with your loved ones. Luckily,

Amtrak” provides a relaxing way to reach those

who are far away and those who just seem like

they are. Aboard the train, you can take in the scenery together

iIn the Lounge Car, play games or catch up over lunch in the

Dining Car. And when you arrive at your destination, the good

times can continue with the rest of your family. On Amtrak,

you're not just going somewhere, you're getting somewhere.

Call 1-800-USA-RAIL o2 174/7 www.amtrak.com /or/ay.
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