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Religion
Faith Groups Honor Local Pastor
Dr. Reverend LeRoy Haynes Jr. 
active in ministry and justice

Individuals representing the faith 
community and community organi
zations from around the state will 
com e together Tuesday, Feb. 22 for 
the annual com m unity awards and 
celebration dinner for Ecum enical 
M inistries o f Oregon.

Special recognition will honor 
ecumenical and interfaith leaders in 
the state, including local African- 
American pastor Dr. Rev. LeRoy 
Haynes Jr. The theme o f the event 
is “Be a light that will shine before 
o thers.”

H aynes is the organ ization’s 
“Ecum enist o f the Year," presented

in recognition o f outstanding ef
forts to prom ote theological educa
tion and dialogue, com m unity m in
istry and justice advocacy.

Haynes is senior pastor o f Allen 
Tem ple Christian M ethodist Epis
copal Church in northeast Portland, 
president o f the North Portland 
Bible College and presiding elder of 
the A laska Pacific Region Confer
ence.

He is active in increasing HIV/ 
AIDS awareness in hiscom m unity. 
He co-founded the “Annual Balm 
Gilead HIV/AIDS Black Church 
A w areness W eek” in Portland and

Islam Symposium 
to be held Sunday

In light o f Black History Month, 
the Y ou th  A u x ilia ry  o f  the 
Ahmadiyya Muslim Community, in
vites local residents to a public sym
posium entitled “Islam and Today’s 
African American”.

The event will be held Sunday, 
Feb. 20 at 2:30 p.m. at Oromo Evan
gelical Lutheran Church, 4219 N.E. 
Martin Luther King Blvd.

The free symposium will cover the 
current status of racial equality in 
America, what role Islam has played 
in the battle for racial equality, and 
what can be done to empower the 
African American community now 
and in the future.

The presentations will be made by 
distinguished speakers, including 
Vanessa Gaston, President o f the 
Urban League of Portland. A ques
tion and answer session will follow. 
Acomplimentary lunch will be served.

George M erriweather, senior pastor o f N orth
east C om m unity Fellow ship Church in Northeast 
Portland, is enthusiastic about dance.

Once forbidden by many churches, dance is an 
acceptable form of worship is on the rise in many 
local congregations.

“Dance is an integral part o f worship at our 
church. Throughout the Bible, dance is used as a 
way o f celebrating victories and the faithfulness of 
G od,” M erriw eather said. W orship dancing adds 
an exciting and inspiring dim ension to our worship 
service.”

The church will host “Igniting the Flame, Living 
a Lifestyle o f W orship,” on Thursday, Feb. 24 and 
Friday, Feb. 26.

The em phasis of this w orkshop conference is to 
ignite the hearts o f  believers, teaching them how to 
enter into the intimate presence o f G od through 
w orship and dance.

P asto r M erriw ea ther is en cou rag ing  local 
churches, w orship leaders and all o f those inter
ested in worship to attend. There is also a special

Local Church H osts Food and Farm ing Justice Event
Com munity members, farmers, 

representatives of local congrega
tions and organizations and local 
businesses will gather at St. Andrew 
Community Centerin northeast Port
land Saturday, Feb. 19 for “From 
Farms to Families: A Community 
Gathering to Address Food Access 
for All.”

The event is sponsored by Ecu
menical Ministries o f O regon's In
terfaith Network for Earth Concents, 
local congregations, organizations

and businesses including St. A n
drew Catholic Church, Oregon Food 
Bank and Growing Gardens.

Participants will explore how they 
can work together to make healthy 
food available to all, including 
people with low-incom es. Another 
key topic will be how to better sup
port the local farm ers and busi
nesses that bring nutritious food to 
our table.

“Food insecurity is a reality for 
too many residents o f  north and
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founded the "A llen Tem ple HIV/ 
AIDS Education Project." His work 
has been recognized by the C as
cade AIDS Project with the 
“Angel A w ard.”

As chairperson for the 
Albina Ministerial Alliance 
Ad Hoc Coalition for Jus
tice and Police A ccount
ability, Haynes led com 
munity accountability and 
reconciliation efforts on 
both the Kendra Jam es and 
Jam es Jahar Perez police 
shootings. In 2005, he was 
nam ed recipient o f  The
Skanner new spaper's “Drum M a
jo r for Justice A w ard.”

Haynes is also involved with 
many community organizations. He

Dr. Rev. LeRoy 
Haynes Jr.

is vice president o f the Albina M in
isterial A lliance and a former board 
m em ber o f Portland Organizing 

Project. He was secretary 
for EM O for two years and 
co n tin u es  to  serve on 
EM O ’s Board of Direc
tors.

The event will be held 
at The Hilton Hotel, 921 
S. W. Sixth Ave. Registra
tion and reception for the 
event begin at 6 p.m. and 
dinner will be served at 7 
p.m. Tickets are $50 per 
person and table spon

sorships are available for$5(X). For 
more information, call Bob Baker at 
5O 3-221-IO 54  o r b b a k e r  
@em oregon.org.

Praise and Worship in the Arts

Northeast Community fellowship Dance Team.

session for youth on Saturday, Feb. 26.
For more inform ation, call the church at 503-

288-2583 or visit the conference W eb site at 
www.necommunityfellowshipfoursquarechun.h.com.

northeast Portland." said event co 
organizer Lou Boston, a m em ber of 
the P o rtland -M ultnom ah  Food 
Policy Council representing the 
faith com munity. “ It is a moral im 
perative that those who sit at the 
table of plenty should ensure that 
those who are not as fortunate share 
the table with us.”

The Rev. John Pitney will share 
creative m odels o f congregations 
doing food m inistries that both 
support local agriculture and feed

the hungry.
Food for the gathering, mostly 

from local sources, is being do
nated by Big City Produce and 
Supernatural Foods; both are busi
nesses with a strong com m itm ent 
to the north and northeast com m u
nity and to creating healthy local 
food system s.

There is no cost for the event, 
but goodw ill donations are w el
come. To register, call Danaat5O3- 
221-1054, extension 203.
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Mogano Home Financial
Are you tired of being blocked in with nowhere to 
turn? Well, Mogano Home Financial can help you with 
your financial needs. Mogano Home Financial works 
with clients with good, bad and non-established 
credit. Toll free number 1-866-840-3810
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WANTED
SPIRITUALLY DEAD 

OR ALIVE
Black Males Who Want To Overcome 

Their Past And Live Hopeful Of The Future!

COME TO THE FREE
RELEASING THE STRONG MAN SEMINAR 

Conducted By Rev. Robert Kelley

F riday, February 18,2005,6PM-8PM 
Saturday, February 19,20059AM-4:30PM 

St. Mark Baptist Church, 103 NE Morris St, Portland
Free Refreshments & Lunch Served on Saturday! 

No Money Will Be Collected!

Call (503) 287-7457
To Request A Information & Registration Brochure. 

Registration Limited to 20 Men. First Received, First Served!

This Seminar is courtesy of the partners and friends of 
Open Door Communication Ministries, Inc., 2(K)5 

Website: www.fstvep.org

Feeling discouraged lately!
Wondering when things will finally get better for you/ 
Or Maxed out all your credit cards on Christmas gifts.

Here is the solution Certas Direct can consolidate all your 
credit cards and loans into one monthlyPayment. Call 

Certas Direct now @ (866) 856-7035

STARTFRESH!
• Collections-judgments

• Bankruptcy (discharged/undischarged)

• Bad credit • No credit 

• Credit counseling

• Mortgage Loans, Personal Loans, Business Loans. 

Consolidations Loans

Being debt free it could happen to you

Let our Certas Direct certified agents 
show you how with just one
call 1 (8 6 6 )  8 5 6 -7 0 3 5
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