January 5, 2005

Hotel Manager Stands
Tall Against Rebels

continued A from Front

wondering what to do next. Fear
hung heavily in the air. Paul, a re
flective man who had a normal life
up until now found himsg If in the

worst crises of his hite

latiana, Paul’s atte
had a heart of gold and wanted (o
do more than just help her own
family. While her husband was deep
in thought about how to handle
their frightening predicament
Tatiana had plans of her own. Fi
nally, she confronted Paul with her
troubled heart and told him they
must “help their friends and neigl
}Hr]\ ”

A decade later, his face breaks
into a big smile when he explains
what she meant by their “friends
and neighbors.” Before he could
consider herrequest thatday, 1,200
frightened and confused locals
jammed the hotel. Rusesabagina
now had a top-ranked hotel tull of
poor and homeless Rwandans

Hutu extremists ran from house
to house, kicking the doors in and
gunning down or taking the ma
chete to all who were inside. Leay
ing family and friends outside the
Fromthis

momenton, this humble man would

hotel meant certain death

find himself continually arguing and
with the murden
rebels. He bargained and pleaded

the lives of |

negotating

with them to spare
guests

.\IC.!H\\"HI\L'_ those 1n his careg
battered Paul with questions that
he could not answer. Just keeping
them fed and alive was a huge task
for himself and his staft who felt
awkward about treating local poor
people as hotel guests

Stuck alone with thousands ol

merciless Hutu's at his gates

Movie ShinesLighton Genocide

continued A from Front

While rich white Europeans en
joy all the amenities of the Mille
Collines, a five-star hotel in Kigali,
Rwanda, the scene just blocks away
was considerably different. Extrem
ist Hutu Rebels began killing then
own moderates and local Tutsis

Soon all the guests and local
whites were evacuated, including
the United Nations peacekeeping
forces. Fear and uncertainty filled
the theater, as Nick Nolte’s eyes
meet those of Paul for what might
be the last time. They viewer feels
the “Why?" on the faces of those
left behind

The mighty UN troops under the
command of Nick Nolte, climb n
their vehicles and simply drive away
Nl\“L"\L'_\L‘\\L‘L'HI[I\~\1\'\III'||‘.I\ k"1
am only following orders. There 1s
nothing more 1 can do here.”

Against all odds Rusesaba-gina

fights for the lives of his hotel

> . "y

Tickets: PSU Box Office,
503-725-3307, or online at
www.ticketmaster.com
$20/ $5 with student ID.
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Rwandans numerous times
oint he instruc
tart calling evervone they knew al
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ver the worl plan worked

rlobe were

rs around the

responding. Officials from coun

guesis on a moment-to-moment
basis. Emc Paul

finds himself arguing, pleading, and

tions run hot as
negotiating, as he struggles with
the UN and top officials from around
the world. The Hotel Mille Collines
stands alone, like a small boat 1n a
sea of bodies. The film does a su
perb job of tugging on the hearts
and emotions of the viewers
Paul’s l'atiana (Sophie

Okonedo), a

wife
hery passionate
woman, will not let her husband’s
illegiance to his European employ
ers cause him to forget his friends
and neighbors As soon as the hotel
isemptied out, Tatianabrings inthe
fragile Rwandans who are afraid to
return to their homes. Paul com
plains but soon takes on his
newfound duty of caring for local
citizens who are now his guests
[he problems pile on, keeping the
viewer on the edge of their seat

I'he United Artists film, opening

nationwide on Thursday, is directed

sponsors
Oregon Public Broadcasting
PSU Dining Services
PSU Student Organizations
PSU Alumni Association
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Hotel Rwand:
the lives of the real people v
ible act of

takes us 1
lived through this horr
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lion people who lost their lives
Fear grips the audience as minute
by minute as the smell of death gets
closer and closer to the hotel

welcome

However, in arare and

treat, moviegoers are spared the

demonstrates

actual blood. George

brutality without

how to create
showing it to the point of turning
away viewers
Getting to see true stories of real
life characters developing through
the toughest of circumstances are
|

extremely rare. Deservedly, the film

has already won two prestigious
awwards: the American
Institute’s Audience and the
People’s ( hoic Awar
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e P ortland (Dbseruer

HOTEL RWANDA

Page AS

[ CANNON'S
I _—= RIB EXPRESS ==
\‘». . (FORMERLY CHUCK HINTON'S
r . Catering & Take-Out
H o OUR SPECIALTY:
vy poope ReaL Hickory Smokep Bar-B-Q
T P « Sandwiches * Salads
& * Chicken = Pork Ribs
IIIII * Beefl Ribs
_ HOURS
N A . Wed-Thu |
- * | CATERING ALLEVENTS Fri. & Sa m- 10 pr
g e ol Try our new healthy
LRSI e A, & vegetarian menu items
% % * NEW LOCATION %* % %
5410 N.E. 33rp 503-288-3836

AMERICAN EXPERIENCE

Personal recollections and eyewitness accounts
illuminate the last five years in Martin Luther King, Jr.’s
life, including his efforts to embrace causes beyond the

civilrights movement.

Monday at 9pm

Channel 10 OPB TV opb.org
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