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RELIGION
Jesus is the Ultimate Gift

BY ETueL Bates

Ihe Christian community;

those in ex-halted positions in
the government, talk show hosts,
in particular, and secular society
in general have focused on
searching for truths,
beliefs,

and Biblical events

long held
in relation to historical

It was within this context that |
began to ponder the authenticity of
the message that is in the Christmas
about the Kings of
Ornent:

song T'hree

‘We three kings of Orient are
bearing gifts, we've traversed so
far, hills and fountain, moors and
mountains, following yonder star.”

Who were these men? My Life
Application Bible uses two terms
in relation to these three Kings:
“Students of the stars”™

and “wise

men.” But these wise men did not
understand the essence of the
babe who was born in a stable,
whose manger was a cradle that
was hewn out of a rock. They did
not know that he was the ultimate

Penetrating the Black Church

Insightful analysis from the inside

I'l ﬂllillellle'l

Tothe Bick Church

Nearly everyone has an opinion about
the black church, its role, shortcomings,

present state,

childhood remembrance, or a very cur

sory knowledge of the church.

As a pastor for more than 20 years,
“A
Challenge to the Black Church,” acollec-
tion of essays to the black church, not
about it. In doing so he introduces a new

Rev. Earl D. Trent Jr. has written,

direction in black religious writings,

Partsocial critique, part biblical inter
pretation, these essays present a look at
the Gospel that demands thoughtful re-

and what it should be
doing for the future of the black commu-
nity. Far too many of these opinions are
from the outside looking in, based on a

I have come, that

they

gift of life, and he come humbly,

s0 he would be accessible to all
mankind.

I'hey did not know that this little
bitty babe was the Lord of Lords,
the King of Kings, who had come
into this tired, sin sick world to set
the captive free. He came with the
giftof salvation; the giftof redemp
tion, of forgiveness

Although these three wise men
came bearing gifts for the Christ
child, there seems to have been a
spiritof complaining, as they sang
about traversing over the hills
and mountains. It sounds like
they were tired! I don’t know

modern black church.

\pt)ll.\t.'.

century.

pel. The book is
www.amazon.com for$14.95.
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Killingsworth St. Johns Lombard
HQittle Chapel of the (Chimes
Family Wishes You

“PRECIOUS MEMORIES”

This Christmas Holiday
Come see our memorial Christmas
tree and decorations honoring
individuals whose light no longer
shines as a result of violence.

T
Dignity

ittle (Chapel of the (Chimes
430 N.
Portland, Oregon
(503)283-1976

Killingsworth Street

Rev. Dr. Earl D. Trent Jr. and his
book “A Challenge to the Black
Church” (left), which confronts
the standards and beliefs of the

His contention is that justice and not
soul saving in its popular sense, is the
central concern of Jesus and the standard
by which the church will be judged. There-
fore with biblical justification, the black
churchis challenged to reexamine its pur
pose and mission in light of the critical
social, economic, emotional and spiritual
the needs of black people in the 21st

This book is amust read for those black
Christians who are dissatisfied with the
status quo, the state of black people and
unafraid to face the challenge of the Gos-
available

might have life,

and have it more
abundantly.

—John 10:10

about you,
little like some of us, when we
think we are doing something for
God. Had they known who Jesus
was, they would have come run
and moun
tains, shouting Joy To The World,
I'he Lord Is Come, Let Us Receive
Our King!

Christmas is

ning over the hills

about receiving
Receiving the King. Receiving the
gift of life that Our Lord offers us,
not only during the Christmas sea
son, but throughout the year

“I have come that they might
have life, and that they may have it
more abundantly.”

- MONDAY

kmhd

R
0089

at

but they sounded a

| KMHD’S
VALENTINE’S DAY
. FUNDRAISER
E EXTRAVAGANZA
‘Featuring Valerie Day &
- The Knights of Swing
w/special guests...

- FEBRUARY 14, 2005
-7 PM—11 PM
- DOORS OPEN AT 6 PM

- THE MARRIOTT HOTEL
: 1401 SW NAITO PKwy

VALERIE DAY AND THE KNIGHTS OF SWING

DANCE PER COUPLE: $50
- DINNER BUFFET & DANCE PER COUPLE: $115 -
: DINNER, DANCE & ROOM PER COUPLE:
VIP LEVEL ROOM INCLUDES ROSE BUDS AND
CHOCOLATE COVERED STRAWBERRIES

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT
MILLENNIUM EAST OR WEST
OR CALL 503.491.7271
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He not only offers abundant life,
He gave his life at the cross for you
and me. This Christmas, as you
torge your way through the tangled
ribbons and mounds of wrapping
paper, while the “jingle bells"” song
jangles your nerves, remember that
Jesus came offering rest for vour
soul

[ don’t know what gifts the wise
men brought to Jesus, but I know
from personal experience that what
ever they were, they paled in com
panson to what Jesus offers to the
world today

As this year comes to an end,
don’t refuse the gift that Jesus has
for you. Enjoy the Christmas sea
son, but keep the truth in perspec
tive. Jesus is the ultimate gift. Will
you enter into the New Year with
the gift of Jesus in your heart?

Merry Christmas and Happy
New Year!

Ethel Bates is aminister at Allen
Temple AME Church in northeast
Portland. Her e-mail address is
ethelbaily2 @aol.com
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« Personal & Group Photo Collages
* Photo Retouch & Restoration
* Photo Colorizing
* Commercial & Ad Design * Desktop Publishing
Contact Mark
503-281-3552
Email zyxz1@netzero.com

Office

We are a graphic design LLC

commercial

residential customers in the
Portland Metropolitan area

* CompanyIdentity (Logos,
Business Card & Letterhead)
* Brochures, Flyers & Programs

Cell 503-475-6699

(BALDDIS 13 RYIET

Balloons for all occasions & events
6207 N.E. 15" Ave.
Monday-Saturday 9a.m. to 5:30
Same day delivery if ordered by 12p.m.

(503) 331-1101

Bulk Orders + Assortment of Colors & Sizes
Mylar's « Balloon Drops/Balloon Releases
BabyShowers * Helium Rental/Uninflated Balloons
Confetti Cannon/ Exploring Balloons « DeliveryAvailable

Get 10% off when you mention this ad

www.balloonsinflight.com

SendingBalloons * Created BigBalloon Bouquets( 16 balloons)

info@balloonsinflight L'l"l'll_)

%
MSANN’S NAILS
@ Njeri Hair Design
1708 N. Lombard
Walk ~ Ins Welcome

(503) 280-1231

PRICE LIST
Full-Set $16.99 & up Fills $10.99 & up
Pedicure $15.99 & up Manicures $7.99 & up
Nail Art $2.99 & up

Portland, OR97217

HOLIDAY SPECIAL

Madam’s Suburban Salon
Nail&Foot Specialist/Hand Care

Madam Marion Pe’a, Owner/Nail Tech

5628 N. Commercial St.

Phone: (503) 288-1053

Your Care

Dr. Marcelitte Failla
Chiropractic Physician

Call for an appointment!

(503) 228-6140

We are located at

1716 N.E. 42" Ave., Portland, OR 97213
(Between Broadway and Sandy Blvd.)

We specialize in:
*  Automobile accident injuries

Our First Priority

*  Chronic headache and joint pain
*  Workers Compensation injuries

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Commercial & Resademiaf Eeruices

1 CLEANING AREA
Pre-Spray Traffic Area
Small Hall Included

$40.00

CARPET COUPON
1 CLEANING AREA
Pre-Spray Traffic Area

Small Hall Included

$40.00

BPeooceaeileea

STAIRS (WITH SERVICE) $7.50 EACH

UPHOLSTERY CLEANING

Sofa (under 6ft.) $69.00
Loveseat $40.00
Sectional $99.00 and up
Chair or Recliner $25.00 and up

Thr 5.00 each

CALL FOR APPOINTMENTS
(503) 281-3949
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