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Merchant Fights Closure

Operator claims unfair treatment

BY Javmee R, Cun
THE PORTLAND OBSERVER

Robert Larry, president of the Port
land NAACP and operator of the King
Boulevard Liquor Store is crying foul
after his retail sales agreement was termi
nated

Larry has long claimed that the Or
egon Liquor Control Commission has
not acted fairly in various disputes with
his businesses, begin
ning in 1997

On Thursday, the l wdas
OLCC unanimously
voted tocancel Larry's
liquor sales contract
after he lost an appeal
with an administrative
judge. He was accused
of failing to make daily
cash LiL’|HI\I|‘\ from
April 28 to June 2; not
submitting timely sales
reports; and keeping his store closed
since June 9 - all violations of a retail
sales agreement. The state agency is
alsoseeking torecoveraround $43,000 in
liquor receipts.

Larry reportedly held off on making
the deposit and filing reports on time
until he could resolve a computer glitch
between his system and the OLCC pro
gram. He said he kept the records and
funds in a trust account

targeted
because I'm a
very outspoken '

black man.

— Robert Larry, Portland
NAACP President

Larry refused to allow OLCC and other
law enforcement officers admittance to
the store Friday to retrieve the state
owned liquor inventory from the outlet
T'he OLCC said they would return with a
court order.

But Monday, Larry invited agents to
pick up the liquor while blasting officials
tfor making an unannounced visit to his
home. He said he was planning a lawsuit.

Six months after he
purchased the business
in 1997, Larry faced an
admimstrative hearing
forshortages, witharul
ing in his favor. He says
shortage was
caused by inadequately
trained employees’ fail
ure to change sticker
prices of alcohol.

According to Larry,

several African-Ameri- |
can |1£|l|n|' store operators have been |

unfairly targeted by the OLCC

“I was targeted because I'm a very
outspoken black man,” Larry said

He also speculated that his involve-
ment in opposing renewal of a liquor
license for the Ainsworth Safeway store
spurred enforcement against him.

Although Larry lost in the administra
tive process, he can still appeal the ver
dict with the Oregon Court of Appeals.
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Ask

Real People, Real Advice

Vi advice column known for
s fearless approach to reality
based subjects!

Dear Deanna!
I'm taking a chance in asking this
question because I'm not sure if

Visit Safeway’s

Web site at

SAFEWAY

you're a sports fan. I'm a white guy
and I'm not racist. In regards to the
mediacoverage withthe NBA fight,
do you think the league was too
hard on Ron Artest? [ feel if a white
guy had been hit with the cup, the
media coverage and the punish
ment wouldn’t be the same. --Vic
tor James; Indianapolis, Ind.

Dear Victor:

Sports fan or not, with the penalty
Ron Artest received, he should’ve
bit the guy, broke his fingers, a leg
andafewtoes. The NBA, the media
and everyone else need to quit trip-
ping. Another athlete, black or
white, in that same predicament
would've reacted the same way
maybe worse. True his past reputa-
tion didn’t help matters but he did
what he had to do. In looking at the
tape, the suspension and the pen-

alty, I wish Ron Artest had hit the
man harder.

Dear Deanna!

It’s Christmas again and | have to
deal with gift arguments with my
girlfriend. We’ve been together for
over three years and she's started
talking about engagement rings
again. | love her but have no plans
to marry her or propose and she
knows it. [ wish she would get off
my back and just let the relation
ship flow. Her desire for anengage
ment ring causes us to fuss, fight
and argue until she gets tired. I'm
tired of it now! --Michael S.: New
York Ciry

Dear Michael:

You're doing the why buy the cow
and get the milk for free story that
gets old after a while. Your differ-
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PRICES EFFECTIVE

Rancher’s
Reserve
Angus Beef
Ribeye Roast
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A community leader says his rights were violated in the license termination of his King
Boulevard Liquor Store

ences on this issue are driving you
apart, causing stress and misery
Make it simple, if you love her,
commit. If notand she lets you stay,
give her some cheese to go with her
whine and you sitdown somewhere
and shut vp. After three years, the
routine shouldn’t be a surprise. You
know what she wants and you ei
ther give it to her or risk losing her

Dear Deanna!

People need to wake up during the
holidays and stop falling victim to
the slave of over spending. This is
a sin and it needs to stop. It's a
shame how people don't pay their
bills, lose their homes and get into
financial trouble during holidays. If
they we're smart, they would wait
until after the holidays, get better
bargains and save money. --Tif-
fany,; Jackson, Miss.

Gelebrate...Season.....Safeway

Dear Tiffany:

I see your point on the spending.
However, if people were really smart,
they would realize Jesus is the rea
Yes, that's a
cliché but one that would save

son for the season

money, save souls and lead to sal
vation. The birth of Christ is the
most popular birthday ever that
gets slighted because of the media,
greedy capitalists and toy makers
that only want to make money.
Society should be thankful the Sav
1or 1s merciful and doesn’t ask
“What have you done for me lately™
on His birthday,

Ask Deanna is written by Deanna
M. Write Ask Deanna! Email:
askdeannal @ yahoo.com or 264
S. LaCienega Blvd. Suite 1283
Beverly Hills, CA 9021 1. Website:
www.askdeanng.com

Rules
Ease for
Flu Shots

Local residents age 50 and
older, out-of-home caregivers
and household contacts of
people in designated high-pri-
ority groups can be vaccinated
againstinfluenza, public health
officials in Oregon and Wash-
ington announced Monday.

The easing of flu shot rules
is in line with new recommenda-
tions from the federal Centers
for Disease Control and Pre-
vention.

Parents of children 6-23
months and children with a
chronic illness are especially
encouraged to seek vaccina-
tion for their youngsters.

For more information, check
with your health care provider
orcall the flu hotline at 800-978-
3040 statewide or 503-872-6900
in the Portland area, or 800-
SAFENET.

LEGgAL
NoTiICcES

Need to publish a court
document or notice? Need an
affidavit of publication quickly
and efficiently? Please fax or e-
mail your notice for a free price
quote!

Fax: 503-288-0015
e-mail:

classifieds@portiandobserver.com
The Portland Observer

To Place Your

Classified Advertisement
Contact: Kathy Linder
Phone: 503-288-0033
Fax: 503-288-0015
e-mail: classifieds@
portlandobserver.com

lidays

Christmas
Hours:

Christmas Eve:
Closing Early at 6pm

Some stores are open
Christmas Day - see your
local store for details.

Open Regular Hours
on 12/26/04

5-lb. Box
Clementines

; Tangerines
' Perfect gift ideas!

SAVE up to $5.00 ea.
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